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Key Terms of Salvation in the Bible 
 

The more one understands the key terms the apostle Paul chose to 
explain the gospel and its power in our lives, the deeper one’s 
experience will be with the gospel. Paul uses these terms throughout 
the book of Romans to describe the free gift of salvation and the 
resulting eternal transformation that is available to all who will believe 
and trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sin. 

Atonement (Romans 3:25) 
 
This term speaks to the satisfaction of God’s holy wrath against sin. As 
God is purely holy, the sin that is present in all of our lives needs to be 
dealt with. It is an affront to our holy God. God is the Judge of all the 
earth (Genesis 18:25); we in our sin have broken his law. 
 
Because all people sin (Ecclesiastes 7:20), the consequence of human 
sin is the righteous judgment that God must exercise on unrepentant 
sinners. But punishment is not the end of the story: God sent his own 
Son, Jesus, to take that punishment on himself. By dying in our place 
and taking our sins on himself, Jesus has made “atonement,” once and 
for all time (Romans 6:10), for our sin: he satisfies God’s righteous 
anger against all who believe, making us “at one” with our Creator. 
 
Faith (Romans 1:17) 
 
Meaning “belief” or “trust,” faith is the means by which sinful people 
come into right standing with God. It is a complete and active trust in 
Jesus alone for salvation. 
Continued page 2. 
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Quote 

“No man goes before his 

time unless the boss leaves 

early.” Groucho Marx 

Reminders 
 

November 4th  
Men’s Bible Study – 8:00 a.m. 
Fall Back 1 Hour Before Bed 

 
November 5th 

Communion Sunday 
 

November 7th 
Office Closed 

 
November 8th  

Bible Study – 11:00 a.m. 
Praise Team - 5:00 p.m. 

Choir – 5:30 p.m. 
Bell Choir – 6:30 p.m. 

 
November 9th               

 T.O.P.S. – 5:30 p.m.. 
 

**Worship Assistant is needed for 
November  

 
** Fellowship Volunteers needed 

sign-up in Fellowship Hall 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Salvation- Continued from page 1. 

When a person decides to accept the story of Jesus and the gift of 
salvation for themselves, they take that first step of faith. As they live 
their lives and understand that the benefits of salvation bring life and joy 
and peace and perspective to their lives, their faith changes and grows. 

How does one take that first step? Paul tells us very succinctly when he 
writes, “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” 
(Romans 10:9). 
 
It is literally that simple. After we make that declaration, we can ask the 
Holy Spirit to work in our lives to change us to become more and more 
like Christ (see “Sanctification” below). 

Forgiveness (“forgiven,” Romans 4:7) 
 
Forgiveness is not a difficult term for most of us to understand. What we 
do understand, however, is how difficult it can be for us to forgive, in 
both small and large ways. 

Paul’s message to his readers in the book of Romans is that 
forgiveness of our sins—as impossible as this is to believe—is 
attainable through a simple act of submitting our minds and wills to God 
and accepting his gift of salvation. When that happens, this becomes 
true of us and our sins: “As far as the east is from the west, so far has 
he [God] removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12). 
 
We’ve been forgiven much. So then why is it so hard to forgive others 
for the things that they’ve done, or not done, to us in our lives? Jesus 
comments on this when he says, “Do not judge, and you will not be 
judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and 
you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be poured into 
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you” 
(Luke 6:37-38). Paul adds, “Forgive as the Lord forgave you” 
(Colossians 3:13). 
 
Hard to do? It can be. But as God chose to do a hard thing when he 
offered up his Son Jesus as a way for us to find forgiveness, so also, 
we can do hard things and forgive others. And once we do, we’ll see 
that forgiveness is more about finding our freedom than it is somehow 
mystically bestowing it onto someone else. 
Continued page 6. 
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Quote 

“If hard work is the key to 

success, most people would 

rather pick the lock.”  

Claude MacDonald 

Volunteers Needed 

- . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
** Children & Jr.-Sr. High 
Sunday School – PK-6 
during service, Jr/Sr High 
at 10:30 a.m. 
 
**Choir – Wednesdays, 
5:30 p.m. Sunday 8:30 a.m. 
**Bell Choir – 
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
 
The front door to the church 
will be unlocked during 
office hours and closed only 
for errands and lunch. 

Monday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 
Tuesday 

9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Wednesday 
CLOSED 
Thursday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Friday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Please continue to call in 
advance if you need in the 
church to make sure 
someone is in the office. If 
you reach the answering 
machine please leave 
your name, number, and 
a brief message and your 
call will be returned. Calls 
after 2:00 p.m. may be 
returned the next 
business day. 
 
 

 

 
The house that Cyrus 
King of Persia built for 
God in the book of Ezra, 
was at? 
 
a) Bethlehem 
b) Bethel 
c) Jerusalem 
d) Syria 

 

From whom did God take 
away their reasoning but later 
received it back again? 
 
a) David 
b) Saul 
c) Ahaz 
d) Nebuchadnezzar 

 
 

How many sons of Haman 
were hanged by Ahasuerus? 

 
a) 2 
b) 7 
c) 10 
d) None of them were hanged 
 
Check page 4 for answers from  
the previous week.     

 

 
5th – Amelia McIntosh 
6th – Richard Perry, Mesa Tackett, Jim &   
Sallie Brownlee 
7th – Jamie Stribling 
10th – Mike Briggs, Michelle Morelock 
11th – Chuck Oxenford, Matthew Volker 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added, please call the 
office, or send an email to office@shen.church 

 
 

  

mailto:office@shen.church
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Shenandoah First United 
Methodist Church 

200 Church St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 

 
Phone 712-246-2081 

 
Church E-mail 

office@shen.church 
 

Same address – a new look at 
https://shen.church 

 

 

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/ 

 

 

 

United Methodist Church, 

Shenandoah, IA 

https://www.facebook.com/meth

odist.church.shenandoah 

 

Services are now on our YouTube 
channel only.   
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
 

*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford 

 
Call to Worship 

Leader: As we gather, we remember that we are not alone! 
People: We gather with the saints, who live in the presence of 
God, singing praises to the God of our salvation. 
L: From every nation, race, clan, and culture, God’s people 
gather to worship the One-Who-Is-Without-Peer! 
P: To God and to the Lamb, all honor, glory, wisdom, 
thanksgiving, strength, and power. 
L: Blessed be God, now and forever, Amen! 

  P: Amen! 

 

“A Life of Courage” 

 
Gospel Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

 
Songs  

O God, Our Help in Ages Past #117 
All My Hope (screens) 

Step by Step #3004 

 

Last Week’s Attendance  

In-Person Worship – 61 

On-Line Worship – 32 

 

Our Mission: 

“Know & Serve God by Sharing Christ’s Love.” 

Our Vision: 

“We will grow in holiness, our community will thrive, & we will make a 
difference in our world.” 

 

Answers for Oct 29th are a) Ruth c) One who strikes c) Jacob 
Quiz hints – Q1) Ezra Q2) Daniel Q3) Esther 

 
 
 

 

https://shen.church/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
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Salvation- Continued from page 2. 
 

Gospel (Romans 1:16) 
 
Literally meaning “good news,” this is the word Paul uses to refer to the message of forgiveness, eternal life, 
and the lordship of Christ. From the earliest beginnings of the Old Testament, the gospel’s message has 
always pointed to the coming of Jesus Christ. (For a summary of this message, see the martyr Stephen’s 
sermon in Acts 7:1-53.) Jesus highlighted these points when, after his resurrection, he was walking with two 
individuals on the road to Emmaus. As they walked and talked, “beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). 
 
This gospel message is the one that Paul and the apostles of Jesus risked, and very often lost, their lives to 
proclaim. This is the message that has been proclaimed through the centuries, giving the hope of eternal life 
to billions of people who have heard it and have chosen to believe it. 
 
Grace (Romans 6:14) 
 
“The unmerited favor of God.” This refers to God’s inexplicable and unwarranted giving of good things 
(especially salvation) to those who could never earn it. 

The concept of grace can be difficult to accept, but when an individual accepts that God is a loving Father 
who longs to give good gifts to his children (see Matthew 7:11), they start to understand the implications of 
God’s grace. 
 
The message of grace is simple: since we are steeped in sin, there is nothing we can do to earn our salvation. 
God graciously offers us the gift of salvation as long as we are willing to humbly accept the reality that Christ’s 
death on the cross covers our sins. And while the concept is simple, trying to live every day in the reality of 
grace can be difficult. 

However, there is power for holy living in the grace of God. Through the internal work of his Holy Spirit, we 
have access to the same power that raised Jesus from the dead. Seriously. 

Paul declares this to be true of believers in Jesus: ”And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit 
who lives in you” (Romans 8:11). 
 
It’s that power—power that allows us to gratefully change our attitudes and actions and live a life that is 
pleasing to God and shows love toward others—that gives us new life both here on earth and after we die. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A16&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+7%3A1-53&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A27&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-does-gospel-mean/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A14&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A11&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A11&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
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Justification (Romans 5:18) 
 
This is a legal term that means “the act of being declared righteous.” This exchange happens at salvation 
when God the Judge declares righteous those who trust in Christ and his work at the cross. 

Our holy God, because of his purity, has to stand in judgment of sin. But rather than condemning every 
human who ever lived for their sin, he sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to take on the punishment for the sins of 
those who believe. 

Imagine a courtroom scene in which you’re standing in front of the judge. He has you dead to rights—you 
know you committed the crime; there are many witnesses to that fact. You’ve been caught red-handed, and 
you know you’ve earned the punishment you have coming to you. This is true of all of us in the face of God’s 
holiness, but as the apostle John writes, “If anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of 
the whole world” (1 John 2:1-2). 
 

This is the literal truth of the gospel message: Jesus’ blood, shed once for all time on the cross, has the 
capability to remove the punishment for all of human sin. All we need to do as individuals is to humble 
ourselves and believe that this is true, and we are forgiven. The profound implications of this have eternal 
ramifications. 

Law (Romans 13:8) 
 
The Law refers to the commandments given by God. This refers to the teachings of the Old Testament, in 
particular the Ten Commandments that Moses brought down the mountain, straight from the hand of God 
(read the story of this account in Exodus 19:1—20:21). The law that came from God is good, yet sinful people 
are incapable of fully keeping it. 
 
The law, then, is like a spotlight that serves to fully expose our sin. In that light, we see that we fall short of 
God’s requirements for our lives as humans. That’s why Paul emphasizes the law in comparison with God’s 
grace (Romans 5:20; 6:14–15). 
 
When we come to understand that God’s law, his rules for living, serve to emphasize the immense nature of 
his grace toward us in Jesus’s sacrifice and resurrection, then we can move away from the idea that God is a 
vengeful deity who just wants to make our lives miserable. When we realize the enormous sin of which God 
has willingly forgiven us, we can continue to live our lives in a way that pleases him—not out of obligation 
because we “owe him” anything (again, we can’t earn our salvation); but rather out of thanksgiving for the gift 
of salvation that he has offered to us through his one and only Son, Jesus. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A18&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A1-2&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A8&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A14%E2%80%9315&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
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Reconciliation (“reconciled,” Romans 4:10) 
 

This word carries the idea of restoring a relationship with someone. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, uses 
this term many times to describe the way that God loves us and wants to restore a relationship between 
himself and the people who will accept his invitation. 

Romans 5 is a powerhouse chapter on this idea. In it, Paul writes, 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person, someone might dare to die. But God 
demonstrates his love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now 
been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, 
while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much 
more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also boast 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation (vv. 6-11). 

 

Please take some time to study and meditate on this term and on the passage above. This is the whole 
message of the Bible—that God wants to restore a relationship with those who will accept his gracious 
invitation. 

Redemption (Romans 3:23-24) 
 

What we experience when we are saved. This is “the act of freeing someone by paying a price,” an economic 
term Paul employed to show how God buys us back with the blood of his own Son. 

God, needing to find a way to pay for the sins of humanity, purchased our redemption—our forgiveness of 
sin—by sending his only Son Jesus to come and live on this earth, teach us how to live, be betrayed by one 
who was close to him, be unjustly accused and condemned and be nailed to a cross to die a horrific death. 
He willingly sent His Son to earth, knowing that Jesus would experience the very worst rejection and 
punishment imaginable. 

Again, in economic terms, God wanted to purchase our salvation because he loves us and wants to be in a 
relationship with each one of us. There was a high price associated with that purchase—one that each of us 
individually owed to God because of our willfulness and sin. And even though God knew that we would persist 
in our rebellion, he also knew that there were people who would accept his free offer of salvation and who 
would gratefully enter into a saving relationship with him through his Holy Spirit.’ 

That’s why he did it. That’s why he sent Jesus to pay that terrible price and defeat the power of death through 
his resurrection. 

http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+4%3A10&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6-11&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
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Righteousness (Romans 1:17) 
 

As God buys us back, he gifts us with righteousness, “God’s standard of purity” or “God’s truthfulness and 
faithfulness.” Amazingly, in the gospel, we are not only forgiven but we are also granted perfect purity in 
Christ. 

What does this purity give us? It puts those of us who have accepted God’s forgiveness on a par with God’s 
own Son. Again, we stand condemned in the face of a holy God because of our persistent sin. However, 
when God looks at us, all he sees is the perfect righteousness of Christ, hard-won through Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection. 

The price that needed to be paid for our sin has indeed been paid, and when we accept Jesus’ work on our 
behalf, God sees us through Christ-colored glasses. Even more than that, he sees us as having the same 
righteousness as that of Jesus. 

So the question then becomes, if we have Jesus’ righteousness through Jesus’ salvation, why can’t we just 
go on and keep sinning? I mean, if Jesus’ blood covers one sin as well as another, doesn’t it make sense to 
just live like we want to and rely on Jesus’ advocacy when we finally meet our Maker? 

Paul comments on this exact question in Romans 6 when he writes, 
 

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are 
those who have died of sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by 
sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died 
has been set free from sin (vv. 1-7). 

 
Let that teaching sink in. Our old self was “crucified with him,” with Jesus, up on that cross. It is dead and 
gone. Living a life of gratitude to God for his gracious salvation includes an understanding of that fact. The sin 
that has corrupted us and ruined our lives no longer has to rule our lives. We can walk away from it, 
experiencing the new life that Jesus offers right here, and right now. That’s incredible. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A17&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1-7&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
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Sanctification (“sanctified,” Romans 15:16) 
 
Points to a process of becoming more like Christ. When a person accepts the gift of salvation, the Holy Spirit 
when invited, works to help believers “have the same mindset as Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5), changing our 
attitudes and habits to reflect Jesus’ priorities as outlined in the Bible. 
Paul explains this process by saying that for the Christian, “sin shall no longer be your master because you 
are not under the law, but under grace” (Romans 6:14). He goes on to write, 

 
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! Don’t you 
know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you 
obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey 
from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer 
yourselves as slaves to impurity and ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to 
righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of 
righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those 
things result in death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of 
God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:15-23). 

 
Think about these ideas as they apply to specific actions, habits, attitudes, or relationships in your life that 
have led you into sin. Ask yourself honestly the question that Paul asks in this passage: “What benefit did you 
reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of?” Can you think of any? Or have you experienced 
in your own life and body the truth that “Those things result in death”? 

The pursuit of a better life through the idea of a continuous process of sanctification is not evidence that God 
is some sort of celestial buzzkill. Rather, the offer of continually improving your life, of walking away from the 
sins of the past aided and assisted by the Holy Spirit of God, becomes more and more attractive the more the 
forgiven person spends in the presence of God and other sincere Christians. 

This is what recovery programs such as Celebrate Recovery are all about: God offers us a way out of our 
sinful habits, and he offers to help us live a better life here and now. That’s real hope in the face of the mess 
we can get ourselves into here on earth; that’s the benefit of sanctification. 

Salvation (Romans 1:16) 
 
Means “deliverance” or “healing” and is the word Paul most often uses to denote deliverance from sin and its 
deadly consequences. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15%3A16&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A5&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A14&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A15-23&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A16&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
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But why do we even need salvation? If our lives are going pretty well—we seem to be okay in our 
relationships, have been able to pay the bills lately, and we’re feeling pretty good about the way we’ve been 
living our lives—what’s the point of relying on someone else to save us? 

An excellent question, to be sure. The answer lies in many of the ideas that are outlined in this post. But 
there’s nothing more important to our eternal disposition—either within or outside of a relationship with the 
God who loves us—than grasping the reality of the next point. Whether we know it or feel it or realize it or not, 
we are sinners in need of salvation. 

Who says? God says. Keep reading. 

Sin (Romans 3:20) 
 
Means “missing the mark” or “disobedience to God’s law.” Sin is more than an action; it’s a condition that 
leads to disobedient action. Broadly defined, it’s the tendency of humans to rebel against God, which leads to 
any action or attitude that opposes God’s character and will. 

Just as judgment lies with God alone — He alone sets the standards of justice, righteousness, and holiness in 
the universe according to his good character — so too does salvation lie with him. God alone has the power 
to truly save, for he saves his people from the very judgment that he will execute in the world. 

This salvation is accomplished through Jesus and Jesus alone; indeed, salvation was and is his mission on 
earth. God shows his eternal commitment to save those who trust in him through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ. 

This is the equation to keep in mind: 

•  We sin / God forgives. 
•  We accept his forgiveness / God restores a relationship with us. 
•  We try to pay for that forgiveness / God offers it freely. 
•  We live a life that rejoices in the reality of God’s forgiveness of our sin / our lives on earth get better. 
•  We die trusting in Christ alone for our salvation / God brings us home to live with him forever. 

 
An Invitation 
 
Through Jesus, the door is open to all who are willing to admit their need of cleansing and salvation in light of 
the holy standard of God. Those who submit themselves to that standard as revealed in God’s Word and 
come to him to accept this gift will experience the benefits of this choice in this life (through inner peace, 
direction, perspective, and gratitude, among many other things) as well as in the next. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A20&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
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In coming to Jesus, we must first admit and confess our pride-filled sin of self-worship and self-lordship, 
accepting and owning the fact that we have rebelled against our true and right Master. Those who come to 
the cross with that confession on their lips will find the grace and mercy they need from him (John 1:14, 17; 
see also the story of the thief on the cross, Luke 23:39-43). 
 
Prayer 
 
Thank you, Jesus, for loving us and humbling yourself to come to earth. Thank you for sacrificing your life for 
our salvation. We accept your work on our behalf, and we gratefully look forward to one day seeing you face 
to face. 

Article drawn and adapted from a framework that appears in The Jesus Bible, NIV, written by Mike Vander Klipp. HarperCollins Christian Publishing. All 
Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214, USA, NIV Weekly Blog, October 30, 2023. 

 
 
Yes, it is that time of the year! Don’t forget to set your clocks back one 
hour before going to bed Saturday night. 

 
 
 
 

We are ready to take your orders for poinsettias to help decorate the sanctuary 

for the Christmas season. If you are interested in purchasing one “In Honor” or 

“In Memory of” please fill out a POINSETTIA ORDER FORM that is located on 

the Welcome Center information desk. Each poinsettia is $16.00. Please put 

your prepaid check or cash and order form in the envelope provided with the 

form and place it in the wooden offering boxes. We encourage you to order early 

(only 30 poinsettias were ordered) and appreciate your kindness in helping make 

our sanctuary colorful for the Christmas season. 

 

Join us Sunday, November 12th, at 11:30 a.m. in 

Fellowship Hall for our Harvest Dinner. The menu will 

consist of turkey, ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, 

dressing, green bean casserole, and rolls. Drinks will 

also be provided. We ask that you bring a salad or 

dessert to share and your own table service. Volunteers 

are needed to help set up before dinner and to help 

clean up after the meal. This will be a free-will offering. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A14%2C+17&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog103023
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“Each of you should GIVE what you have decided in YOUR HEART to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for GOD LOVES a cheerful 
GIVER.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
The Noisy Offering is one more way to do ministry for those in need 
and also teach your children the importance of giving and serving. 
Each Sunday a new opportunity for mission giving will take place after 
the Children’s Message. Sunday School students will walk around the congregation, collecting your loose 
coins and currency in their colorful metal pails. This would be a good time to clean out the loose change from 
your pockets or purse. The money donated in November will go to Adopt-A-Family. 
 

No-Shave November seeks to grow awareness — not to mention 
hair-ness — about cancer. The organizers want people to 
embrace their hair, which many cancer patients lose, and to let it 
grow — as the holiday’s originators say — “wild and free.” No-
Shave November is a fun and creative way to remind folks that 
many of our friends and neighbors struggle every day with the 
disease and with efforts to fight it. Moreover, organizers also 
encourage participants to donate the money they’d normally spend 
on hair care to cancer support and educational organizations.  
 
The rules of No-Shave November are simple: put down your razor 
for 30 days and donate your monthly hair maintenance expenses 

to the cause. Participate by growing a beard, cultivating a mustache, letting those legs go natural, and 
skipping that waxing appointment.  More information can be found at https://bit.ly/3seJxzb  
 

                   November  
Peanut Butter and jelly, Green Beans, Corn, Stuffing, Potato Flakes, Boxed 

Potatoes, Sloppy Joe Mix (canned), Pineapple, Mandarin Oranges, Pasta (any 

variety), Soda, Graham and Animal Crackers, Cake, Brownie, Cookie, and Muffin 

Mixes, Shampoo, Conditioner, and Bar Soap 

 

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on 

foot. They are then forced to walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several pounds of food. Southwest Iowa 

Transit, for a very reasonable fee of $5.00, will take individuals with their food items home. If you are 

interested in helping pay for these fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you would like to give) in a 

plainenvelope and add it to your donated food items. 

 

https://bit.ly/3seJxzb
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November 12, 2023 - 2:00 pm  
Gladys Wirsig-Jones Auditorium 

1000 Mustang Dr, Shenandoah, IA 
 
Shenandoah native Adam Swanson is one of the world’s foremost 
performers of vintage American popular music, including ragtime, early 
jazz, the Great American Songbook, and more.  
 

Adam has been a featured performer and lecturer at ragtime and jazz festivals across the United States and 
abroad, and he is the only four-time winner of the World Championship Old-Time Piano Playing Contest. He 
lives in Durango, Colorado, where he frequently performs in the Diamond Belle Saloon at the Historic Strater 
Hotel. 
 
Over twenty-nine years ago, concerned citizens in the Shenandoah 
community had a dream of all community families having a happy and 
healthy holiday and formed the Adopt-A-Family project. Our church will 
provide a local family-in-need with a brighter holiday with gifts appropriate 
for their age or need. No adult information will be given, this way we can 
help the children in more families. This year we will be able to ask for 
contributions of money in the Mission Cans as we have done before. The 
mission Cans are placed on top of the wooden offering boxes and just inside the middle set of the sanctuary doors. As soon as I 
receive the information from the Adopt-A-Family committee regarding the size of the family and items on their wish list, I will put 
the information in the Booster. Thanks for your ongoing support for this important community project. Edi Norris 

 
 
 
 
Information will be coming about the Hispanic Center Shoe Boxes 
Christmas. Please check future boosters for updated information 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The church office will be closed this Friday, November 3rd and Tuesday  
November, 7th. You can call and leave a message or email the office at 
office@shen.church 
 

mailto:office@shen.church

