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Who Is Isaac in The Bible?  

Name: Isaac 

Meaning of name: The name Isaac in the Bible means “laughter.” This 
takes on two meaning when you consider the background of when 
Isaac was born. His mother, Sarah, laughed in mockery that she would 
be able to have a son at her old age. From this angle calling her son 
“laughter” could serve as a daily reminder that nothing is too difficult for 
God. Yet in Genesis 21:6-7 Sarah ascribes the reason for giving this 
name as the happiness which God had brought her (and everyone else) 
by giving them a son. 

Ancestry and family life: Isaac was the eleventh generation from 
Noah. He was descended from Shem. His grandfather was Terah, and 
his father Abraham. He had one older half-brother, Ishmael, and 
eventually several other younger half-brothers which Abraham had after 
Sarah’s death. 

When and where he lived: Isaac lived primarily in the land of Canaan. 
He lived as a sojourner moving around often, which was needed for 
feeding his large herds. He lived near the region which was controlled 
by the Philistines, showing that their influence dated back to well before 
the time of David. It was a time in the world when there were almost no 
followers of the one true God. Polytheism was the common practice of 
the day and there were many difference false gods and idols in the 
lands where he lived.             Continued on page 2 

 

 

 Weekly Booster 

mailto:pastordavid@shen.church
mailto:office@shen.church
https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/sarah-character-study/
https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/noahcharacterstudy/
https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/david-character-study/
https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/david-character-study/
https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/david-character-study/
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“You are never too old to set 

another goal or to dream a 

new dream.” C.S. Lewis 

“Success is focusing the full 

power of all you are on what 

you have a burning desire to 

achieve.” Wilfred Peterson 

Reminders 
 

June 7th  
Sunday Service 9:00 a.m. 
No PK-6 S.S. & Jr/Sr High  
Free Concert – 2:00 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church                         

 
June 10th                                             

Praise Team – 4:00 p.m. 
No Bell or Chancel Choirs until fall 

 
June 4th                                                                
T.O.P.S.  

 
Worship is needed each Sunday, 

sign up at the Welcome Center 
counter 

 
Meals-On-Wheels Deliveries 

Sign up at the Welcome Counter 
 

Fellowship Volunteers and treats 
needed, sign up in Fellowship Hall 

 

 

Isaac- continued from page 1. 

Isaac lived around 1900+ B.C. 

Events surrounding birth: Genesis 21:1-7 Isaac’s birth is probably the 
second most amazing in the Bible, and perhaps in the history of the 
world (second to Jesus’ virgin birth). His mother was 90 and Abraham 
was 100. His birth was the fulfillment of a promise God had made to 
Abraham roughly 20 years before, showing that if we wait for God in 
faith He will always keep His promises to us. Nothing is too difficult for 
Him. 

Training and occupation: Genesis 26:12-14 – Isaac inherited his 
father’s wealth. And it kept growing. He was the head of something like 
a clan. They planted crops and raised flocks of animals. Many 
speculate that Abraham was at one point a trader/businessman. Since 
Isaac inherited everything of his fathers’ he would have also inherited 
the family business. Genesis 25:5. 

Place in history: Isaac is a patriarch of the Jewish people. He was one 
of the first post-flood committed followers of the one true God. Isaac 
serves as a type of Christ. Hebrews 11:17-19. Abraham received him 
back as from the dead as a type of Christ’s future resurrection. He and 
Jesus were both only sons and sons of promise. They were both 
descended from Abraham. They both carried the wood for their sacrifice 
(Genesis 22:6, John 19:17-18). They were both obedient to their 
father’s will, even to the point of being willing to die. They were both 
delivered up by the power of God. 

Isaac lived around 1900+ B.C. 

Events surrounding birth: Genesis 21:1-7 Isaac’s birth is probably the 
second most amazing in the Bible, and perhaps in the history of the 
world (second to Jesus’ virgin birth). His mother was 90 and Abraham 
was 100. His birth was the fulfillment of a promise God had made to 
Abraham roughly 20 years before, showing that if we wait for God in 
faith He will always keep His promises to us. Nothing is too difficult for 
Him. 

Training and occupation: Genesis 26:12-14 – Isaac inherited his 
father’s wealth. And it kept growing. He was the head of something like 
a clan. They planted crops and raised flocks of animals. Many 
speculate that Abraham was at one point a trader/businessman. Since 
Isaac inherited everything of his fathers’ he would have also inherited 
the family business. Genesis 25:5. 

 

Continued on page 6 
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Volunteers Needed 

- . 

 

 

 

Church Ad Board Members 

Bob Lynn - Chair 
Mary Peterson - Secretary 
Darlene Howard – At-Large 
Roger Jones - Trustee 
Dave Christensen - SPRC 
Dan Weiss – 
Finance/Stewardship 
Dave Lashier - Treasurer 
Craig Harris - Lay Member to 
Annual Conference 
Connie Anderson - Memorials 

Linda Haldane - Membership 
David Clark - Pastor 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
** Children & Jr.-Sr. High 
Sunday School –  
PK-6 & Jr/Sr High  
resumes in the fall 
 
Wednesday 
Praise Team – 4:00 p.m. 
Bell Choir – again in fall 
Chancel Choir – in the fall 
 
The front door to the church 
will be locked during office 
hours. Please ring the 
doorbell to be let into the 
church. 

Monday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 
Tuesday 

9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Wednesday 
Office Closed 

Bible Study 11:00 
Thursday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Friday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Please continue to call in 
advance if you need to 
enter the church to make 
sure someone is in the 
office. If you reach the 
answering machine, 
please leave your name, 
number, and a brief 
message, and your call 
will be returned. Calls 
after 2:00 p.m. may be 
returned on the next 
business day. 
 
 

 

 
 

Soldiers brought him 
water at the cost of a 
flight, which he poured 
out for God. Who is he? 
 
a) David 
b) Elijah 
c) Solomon 
d) Elisha 

Which king gave Haman 
permission to destroy the 
Jews? 
 
a) Manasseh 
b) Belshazzar 
c) Nebuchadnezzar 
d) Ahasuerus 
 
Check page 4 for answers from  
the previous week.     

Who said “Cretans are always 
liars, evil beasts, lazy 
gluttons? 
 
a) Titus 
b) Paul 
c) Timothy 
d) A prophet of their own 
 

 

 
7th – Wesley Lundgren, Deb & Dan Finlay 
10th – Loren Brady, Isaac Walter 
11th – Henry Dunkeson 
12th – Sharon Hall, Stephanie Howard, 
Jentrey Lauman 
 

 
 

 
**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added? Please call 
the office or send an email to office@shen.church 

  
 
 

mailto:office@shen.church
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Shenandoah First United 
Methodist Church 

200 Church St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 

 
Phone 712-246-2081 

 
Church E-mail 

office@shen.church 
 

Same address – a new look at 
https://shen.church 

 

 

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/ 

 

 

 

United Methodist Church, 

Shenandoah, IA 

https://www.facebook.com/meth

odist.church.shenandoah 

 

Services are now on our YouTube 
channel only.   
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams 

 

 
*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford 

 
Call to Worship 

Leader: All you who are the people of God, shout joyfully to our God. 
People: It is right for us to praise God. 
L: Give thanks and sing praises. Sing to God a new song. 
P: Because God’s word is right and faithful. 
L: God’s faithful love fills the whole earth. 
P: All the earth honors God, and all the inhabitants stand in awe. 
 

“Calling Sinners” 
 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

 
Songs  

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling #384 
Beautiful (screens) 

Be Thou My Vision #451 
Step by Step  #3004 

 
Last Week’s Attendance  

In-Person Worship – 70 

Online Worship – 17 

 
 

Our Vision: 

“Growing as disciples of Jesus while connecting with others and 
serving our community.” 

 

Answers for May 31st are a) Balaam c) Paul d) Ezekiel 
Quiz hints – Q1) 2 Samuel Q) Esther Q3) Titus 

 

 

https://shen.church/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
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Pasta (including spaghetti noodles), Spaghetti Sauce, Sugar Free 
Chocolate and Vanilla Pudding Mixes, Cinnamon Applesauce, 
Pineapple, Mandarin Oranges, Hamburger, Tuna, and Chicken 
Helpers, Pizza Sauce, Pizza Crust, Graham and Animal Crackers, 
Spices (especially salt and pepper, Adult Toothbrushes, Bar Soap, 
Body Wash 

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on foot. They are then forced to 
walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several pounds of food. Southwest Iowa Transit, for a very reasonable 
fee of $5.00, will take individuals home with their food items. If you are interested in helping pay for these 
fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you would like to give) in a plain envelope and add it to your donated 
food items. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Community Food Pantry.  We exist totally on donations; 
we couldn’t assist those in need without your help! 

If you or anyone who would be interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, please have them contact 
Jeannine K. Liljedahl at 712-215-2488. 

 

 

 

As our Chancel and Bell Choirs prepare for a well-deserved 
summer intermission, the stage is open and waiting for you! 
 
We are looking for talented individuals or groups to fill our 
sanctuary with "Special Music" during the summer months. 
Whether you are a soloist, part of an ensemble, or play an 
instrument, this is your moment to share your gift with our 
community. 
 
If you’re ready to share your talent or have a recommendation, 
please contact the office. We are currently developing our 
summer schedule and would love to include you in our lineup. 
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Isaac- continued from page 2. 

Place in history: Isaac is a patriarch of the Jewish people. He was one of the first post-flood committed 
followers of the one true God. Isaac serves as a type of Christ. Hebrews 11:17-19. Abraham received him 
back as from the dead as a type of Christ’s future resurrection. He and Jesus were both only sons and sons 
of promise. They were both descended from Abraham. They both carried the wood for their sacrifice (Genesis 
22:6, John 19:17-18). They were both obedient to their father’s will, even to the point of being willing to die. 
They were both delivered up by the power of God. 

Special traits: NA. 

Weaknesses: 

1.      Genesis 25:28 – Isaac and Rebekah both made the same mistake of showing favoritism to their 
children. Isaac liked Esau better. Rebekah liked Jacob better. Why? Evidently Isaac had more in common 
with Esau while Rebekah had more in common with Jacob. This led Isaac to prefer Esau over Jacob. Is this 
sin? Why or why not? What problems did this lead to? 

2.      Genesis 26 – Isaac followed his father’s example of claiming his wife was his sister for the purpose of 
trying to save his own life. The saying “like father like son” is very often true. It seems unlikely that Abraham 
would have taught Isaac he SHOULD do this. Both times Abraham did it, it was clearly a mistake and nearly 
led to disaster. If Issac did know of these examples (and they appear to be before he was born), it is likely that 
he knew of them as examples of “This is what you should not do.” That then begs the question, “why did 
Isaac make this same mistake?” What do you think? The most likely answer to me is that this was a common 
cultural practice at that time. Perhaps husbands occasionally referred to their wives as their sisters in order to 
proctect themselves. At least the lying part was certainly a common cultural practice. Yet at the same time, 
this lie reveals a deeper character flaw. What? That flaw is that Abraham and Isaac (at least at this moment) 
valued themselves higher than their wives. They were willing for their wives to suffer if it meant they wouldn’t. 
They were willing to put their wives into danger if it meant they would be safe. For all the current or potential 
husbands here, we must never do this. As leader of your family, you should be the one taking the risk and 
danger, not your wife. Put your own neck/reputation/safety on the line, not hers. 

3.      Not a strong leader of his family – There is not one verse that indicates this is a weakness of Isaac’s. 
Rather it is inferred from all the goings on of his household. (Genesis 27). There is a lot of manipulation, 
bitterness, scheming, and hurt feelings bubbling up in Isaac’s family. Rebekah and Jacob scheme together to 
get Isaac’s blessing. Jacob schemes against Esau to get the birthright. Esau later schemes against Jacob to 
try to kill him. When this plan is known, Rebekah is the one who comes up with a solution, and that is to send 
Jacob to her family. Genesis 27:41-46. She then once again manipulates her husband into doing it. Isaach 
appears to be in the dark about a lot of things going on his house. Rebekah, Jacob, and Esau are taking turns 
running the show while he is reduced to the role of spectator. In the Bible, the role of husband is that of head 
of the family (see Ephesians 5). Some women believe their role is the neck, to turn the head wherever they 
want it to go. In the case of Isaac and Rebekah, this appears to be the marriage they have. Isaac fails to take 
action to stop all of the quarreling and scheming in his family. He doesn’t show strong leadership in solving 
these problems and he basically failed in raising his sons. Esau completely abandons the faith as shown by 

https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/rebekah-character-study/
https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/abraham-character-study/
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his marriage with Caananites (Genesis 26:34-35). Jacob is a believer in name for a lot of his life until he finally 
commits to God, not really due to Isaac’s influence. 

Strengths: 

1.      Obedient – Genesis 22. As a child Isaac was part of Abraham’s greatest test. God told Abraham to 
sacrifice Isaac and Abraham was obedient. How about Isaac? At no point in the story does he run away or 
throw a temper tantrum. He obeys his father and even helps carry the wood for the sacrifice. He probably 
didn’t know he would be sacrificed until they arrived and his father tied him up. But even at that point, we don’t 
see any resistance. He likely trusted his father so implicitly that he knew everything would be OK. 

2.      Patient – Genesis 24:62-67. Unlike Esau, Isaac was willing to wait for God’s will in marriage. He didn’t 
take things into his own hands. He surely knew of Abraham’s plan of providing a wife for him and obeyed it 
implicitly. He submitted to his father’s plan, because he trusted his father. Rebekah was not a perfect woman 
and no woman is, but we can see a good character, servant’s heart, faith in God, and submissive attitude in 
Genesis 24. 

3.      Faith in God – Genesis 26 (cf: 3-8, 35) – Isaac carried in in faith towards God even after Abraham died. 
God appeared to him and gave him commands and Isaac obeyed, demonstrating his faith. Throughout 
chapter 26 we see that Isaac’s faith in God is very real and personal. He built alters to God. He talked with 
God on more than one occasion. When things went well, he gave God the glory (26:22). It is easy to focus on 
Isaac’s weaknesses, but we should remember that all people are sinners. We are too. Imagine yourself in 
Isaac’s place. Imagine living at a time when there are virtually no followers of God anywhere in the world. He 
is the leader of the only group which he knows about following God. He is surrounded by idol worship, pagan 
practices, false deities, and evil. There is no church or fellowship to attend for encouragement. There is no 
Bible with a clear guide on what you should or should not do. Isaac faced all of these challenges but still 
followed God (albeit with some mistakes) until he died. 

4.      Peace maker – Genesis 26:12-22. The Philistines often provoked Isaac’s men. They treated them 
unfairly. After Isaac dug out a well, they moved in and claimed it as their own. Instead of pridefully fighting or 
demanding that his rights be satisfied, Isaac wisely saw a simpler and more peaceful course. That is, he just 
moved away and dug out another well. This happened two times and both times he let it go. This 
demonstrates a lot of wisdom and humility. 

How he died: Genesis 35:28-29. Isaac lived to be 180 years old. 

Adapted from Study and Obey, Jason Dexter 182 Queen Victoria Ave Saint Johns, FL 32259, May 17, 2026. 
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To help us all connect names with faces, please remember to wear your 
name tag each Sunday. This is also the perfect time to get back into the 
habit as we prepare to welcome our new pastor, Pastor Oliver Fabros. 
Wearing your tag will be a huge help to our new pastor as they work to 
learn everyone’s name. 

You can find your tag hanging by the three wooden doors or just inside 
the chapel door. 

If you don't have one or need a replacement, please contact the office. 

 

 

 

  FREE CONCERT: Voice & Organ   

When & Where 

• Date: Sunday, June 7 
• Time: 2:00 p.m. 
• Location: First Presbyterian Church of Shenandoah 

Featured Musicians 

• Kendi Buesing & Ethan Bryson 

Supporting a Great Cause 

A free-will offering will be collected to benefit Orma’s Orphans. 

Your donations directly support 4 feeding centers in Africa, providing essential food, education, and 
healthcare for nearly 300 orphaned children. 

Fellowship After the Music 

Stay after the performance to enjoy free coffee and cookies and take the opportunity to meet and chat with 
the musicians! 

 

 



P a g e  9                                                                                                                                              June 7, 2026 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

I would like to thank you all for your generous donations when I brought my uncle’s eggs to share. Everyone’s 

generosity has helped me get over halfway towards my goal for Disney World next Spring. 

Thank you All for your help! 

Charlottee Weiss 
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Dear Church, 
 
Summer is a time of shifting rhythms. Daylight is longer, children are playing and riding scooters, folks head 
out on vacation, and work is scheduled around the heat. And here at Shenandoah, First UMC, we are shifting 
rhythms with a change in pastors. I am nearly all packed, and Pastor Oliver is preparing for his move. Many 
people of our church are actively working to welcome Pastor Oliver in tangible ways. There is a bit of 
nervousness for everybody in this because when rhythms shift in our lives, there are many unknowns. 
 
Jesus invites us into these unknowns, growing us in trust, courage, and compassion. He never expects us to 
have it all figured out; to have answers for all of the unknowns. He calls us nonetheless. This coming Sunday, 
our Scripture is Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26. In this passage, Jesus calls into discipleship, eats dinner with, and 
heals people who are broken, cast out, in distress, and living messy lives. 
 
And that’s good news for us. Because no matter our past, no matter our regrets, no matter how others may 
have judged us—or how we judge ourselves—Jesus still sees us. Jesus still calls us. Jesus still invites us into 
a life of love, dignity, and belonging. 
 
We don’t have to be perfect. We don’t have to have everything figured out. We simply respond, in whatever 
way we can, to that invitation: “Follow me.” 
 
Today, remember this: You are seen. You are called. You are loved; just as you are. 
 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Pastor David Clark 
308-258-7749 (cell) 
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