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The Baptism of Jesus and the Call to Transformation

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke each describe a pivotal
moment at the Jordan River—a quiet, yet powerful event that would
signal the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry and the dawn of a new
era in God’s redemptive plan.

The baptism of Jesus is more than a ceremonial act; it is a divine
revelation that invites us into deeper understanding, purpose, and
transformation. In Jesus’ baptism, we witness God'’s plan for our
transformation into people who follow his will and his way.

The Scene at the Jordan

Let’s begin by visualizing this profound moment as recorded in the
three Synoptic Gospels. First, we'll look at the account in Matthew,
then look at the differences in the accounts in Mark and Luke:

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by
John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?”

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill
all righteousness.” Then John consented.

Continued on page 2
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“The greatest discovery of my
generation 1s that a human
being can alter his life by
altering his attitudes.”
William James

“D’d rather regret the things
I’ve done than regret the
things I haven’t done.”
Lucille Ball

Reminders

August 17th
10th Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday Service 9:00 a.m.

August 19th
Mat Making (Loom Room) 1:00 p.m.

1st Tuesday of the month only for
July and August

August 20th
Praise Team - 5:00 p.m.

Bible Study, Choir Practice, &
Chancel & Bell Choirs
Resumes in the Fall

August 21st
T.0.P.S.

Meals-On-Wheels Deliveries
Sign up at the Welcome Counter

**Worship Assistants are needed
October

** Fellowship Volunteers needed,
sign up in Fellowship Hall

7,205

The Baptism of Jesus 1.

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that
moment, heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of

God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him | am well
pleased.”

— Matthew 3:13-17

The Son of God begins His ministry not with miracles or public
proclamations, but with humility. In obedience to the call from John
the Baptist for people to confess their sins and repent, Jesus, the
sinless one, steps into the murky waters of the Jordan. John the
Baptist himself, knowing who Jesus was and what he came to do,
objected to this almost absurd request. But Jesus insisted,
recognizing the call to obedience as his critical part in God’s plan.

Jesus joined the crowd of sinners, obediently stepping into the
waters of baptism, but he didn’t do it because he himself needed
cleansing. No, he did it to set us an example of what we need to do.
We need to be cleansed. Here, Jesus, though sinless, identified with
the broken, the outcast, and the weary. He entered the human
situation and story not as a distant deity, but as Immanuel—God
with us (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23).

In coming to John for baptism, Jesus submitted not just to a ritual,
but to the will of the Father. His baptism is a powerful symbol of His
coming mission: to live among us, to carry our burdens, and
ultimately to die in our place. The humility of this moment reminds
us that the path to greatness in the Kingdom of God begins with
surrender.

Heaven Was Torn Open

Mark’s account gives us a similar, but slightly different perspective
on the events of this day:

At that time, Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the
water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending
on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my
Son, whom [ love; with you | am well pleased.”

Continued on page 7
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LAST PERSON LEAVING

PLEASE TURN QUT LiGHTS
AND LOCK DOORS

First United Methodist Church

Please wear your
name tag on
Sunday mornings

Church Ad Board Members

Michelle Morelock - Chair
Mary Peterson - Secretary
Margaret Brady - Vice Chair &
Trustee

Roger Jones - Trustee

Bob Lynn - SPRC

Barb Lundgren - Finance
Dave Lashier - Treasurer
Craig Harris - Lay Member to
Annual Conference

Connie Anderson - Memorials
Linda Haldane - Membership
David Clark - Pastor

Church Office Hours
** Children & Jr.-Sr. High Monday Please continue to call in
Sunday School - 9:00-11:00 advance if you need in the
NO PK-6 or Jr/Sr High 12:00-3:00 church to make sure
Sunday School until Fall Tuesday someone is in the office. If
9:00-11:00 you reach the answering
Wednesday 12:00-3:00 machine, please leave
**Chancel & Bell Choirs — Wednesday your name, number, and
resumes in the Fall CLOSED a brief message, and your
Thursday call will be returned. Calls
The front door to the church 9:00-11:00 after 2:00 p.m. may be
will be unlocked during 12:00-3:00 returned on the next
office hours and closed only Friday business day.
for errands and lunch. 9:00-11:00
12:00-3:00

Who built the temple? ~ Whose dream did Joseph According to Obadiah, where

solve while in prison? shall Benjamin possess?
a) Solomon
b) David a) Pharaoh a) Negeb
c) Samuel b) Pharaoh’s daughter b) Gilead
d) Elijah c) The prison guard c) Ephraim
d) Pharaoh’s chief cupbearer d) Samaria

and baker
Check page 4 for answers from

the previous week.

17th — Deb Milstead

18t — Steven DelLong

19t — Vicki Briggs, Jessica Lambertsen
20t — Jamie Burdorf

21st— Mikayla Rostro

22 — [ eRoy Whitehill, Derke & Stephanie

¢ ’ﬁ“,:,z Howard

**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added? Please call
the office or send an email to office@shen.church


mailto:office@shen.church

Page 4

August 17, 2025

Shenandoah First United
Methodist Church

200 Church St.
Shenandoah, I1A 51601

Phone 712-246-2081

Church E-mail
office@shen.church

Same address - a new look at
https://shen.church

"y one church

software

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/

United Methodist Church,
Shenandoah, 1A

https://www.facebook.com/meth
odist.church.shenandoah

(T Tube

Services are now on our YouTube
channel only.
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams

*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford

Call to Worship

Leader: Come, beloveds of God, the One who calls us has kindled a
holy fire.

People: We come, ready to be warmed, refined, and renewed.

L: God’s love burns away what cannot give life.

P: God’s Spirit makes room for hope to grow.

L: Let us watch for the signs of God’s kingdom in our midst.

P: And with trust and courage, let us worship the Lord.

“Eire | lnon the Farth”

Scripture Reading: Luke 12:49-56

Songs
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise #103

How Great Is Our God #3003
O Lord, You’re Beautiful #2064

Last Week’s Attendance
In-Person Worship - 39
Online Worship - 13

Our Mission:
“Know & Serve God by Sharing Christ’s Love.”
Our Vision:

“We will grow in holiness, our community will thrive, & we will make a
difference in our world.”

Answers for August 10th are a) Solomon, d) Pharaoh’s chief cupbearer and
baker, b) Gilead.
Quiz hints - Q1) 1 Kings Q2) Genesis Q3) Obadiah
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https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
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August 2025

Microwave Popcorn, Green Beans, Corn, and Spinach, Mandarin Oranges,
Pineapple, Cinnamon Applesauce, Pork & Beans, Chili Beans, Cake,
Brownie, and Muffin Mixes, Pasta (any type including spaghetti noodles),
Chunky Style Soup, Cereal, Laundry Soap, Shampoo, and Conditioner.

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on foot. They are then forced to
walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several pounds of food. Southwest lowa Transit, for a very
reasonable fee of $5.00, will take individuals home with their food items. If you are interested in helping pay
for these fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you would like to give) in a plain envelope and add it to your
donated food items.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Community Food Pantry. We exist totally on donations
- we couldn’t assist those in need without your help!

If you or know of anyone who would be interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, please have them
contact Jeannine K. Liljedahl at 712-215-2488.

We are looking for special music for the summer. If you are
interested in providing special music or know someone who might
be interested, please contact the office so a calendar can be
developed for special music.

Meals
Wheels
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Two Volunteers Needed each Thursday
to Deliver Meals
Sign-Up Sheet is on the
Welcome Center Counter
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Hispanic Center School Supplies

The Hispanic Center needs backpacks for 12 students. Sue has students in different
grade levels (PK-8) who could use a backpack and school supplies before school
starts in late August. If you would like to donate a backpack and/or supplies, you can
drop them off at the church and put them in the back pew, in front of the office door.
If you would prefer to give a monetary donation or gift card, it is always helpful and
greatly appreciated. If you have questions, please contact Sue.

There are supply lists for each building, elementary, middle, and high school,
printed out and placed on the counter of the Welcome Center. Supplies for any grade level are welcome and
will get to the appropriate school before school starts. As always, your support is appreciated and a blessing
in helping those who may not be able to purchase the needed supplies to start the school year.

ﬁ N §7 C/wlnce/ Céou«d

It won't be long before practices will begin for both the —
Bell & Chancel Choirs. New members are always =
welcome and encouraged to join. Practice start date will o We - W,ém

be announced soon. Join the fun! Chancel Choir — Wednesdays at 5:30 pm.
Bl Cloie — Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.

Join us for a —— e e —
B BleSSing Of *he "—'Wm‘-/"&a &) 2 o
Backpacks! -
= Sunday, August 24th T /

9:00 a.m. o o
— All students, teachers, r \ Ler
b and educators are / — |
encouraged to bring
1 your backpacks to be
—4 blessed for the new
S school year.
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The Baptism of Jesus 2.
— Mark 1:9-11

All three Gospel accounts describe a miraculous moment when heaven was opened. In Mark'’s vivid
language, it is “torn open.” This is not a gentle parting of the clouds, but a noticeable, significant,
dramatic unveiling. This young man wrote his Gospel after listening to Peter’s eyewitness accounts of
this moment. He adds the dramatic language signaling this as a divine event—one that likely awed and
possibly frightened the people who saw it happen.

This opening of heaven, and the verbal proclamation that follows, signifies more than divine approval —it
is a signal that the barrier between God and humanity is beginning to break. For centuries, prophets
spoke of a coming Savior. At Jordan, the Savior who has come to fulfill all prophecy, the One who will
move the plan of God forward, stands in the water. At this, heaven itself cannot remain silent.

Mark’s description allows us to imagine the sights and sounds of God’s stratospheric response to his
Son’s humble act.

The Descent of the Spirit

Luke gives us another look at this beautiful event, signifying two more things from the event that many
people witnessed:

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was
opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: “You are my Son, whom [ love; with you | am well pleased.”

— Luke 3:21-22

Luke the doctor relates that as Jesus is coming up out of the water, he prays. What might Jesus have
been saying to his heavenly father as he came up after being baptized by his relative John? The Bible
doesn’t give us an answer, but we can observe this, as all of the other gathered people did, as a holy
and significant moment between the Son and the Father. Jesus here openly and gratefully submits to
God’s will for his life, understanding that the path forward will be difficult. But he knows that his heavenly
Father will accompany and be with him every step of the way.

Here Luke also records that the Holy Spirit descends “in bodily form” like a dove—a symbol rich in
meaning. The dove’s flight recalls how the Spirit hovered over the waters in Genesis, a reminder of
creation (Genesis 1:1-2) that points to a moment when the Father, Son, and Spirit were also seen
together. The dove also symbolizes peace and the movement away from God’s judgment, as it did for
Noah and his family when the dove came back to the ark with an olive branch in its beak (Genesis 8:6-
12).


https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/who-wrote-the-gospels-and-why-did-they-write-them/
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%208%3A6-12&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog081125
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Again, when in Luke’s account we see the Spirit “in bodily form,” we understand that this event was not
merely a vision or metaphor. It was a visible and audible confirmation for Jesus, for John, and the crowd.
God'’s presence was no longer abstract; it had come to dwell among us in the person of Jesus and now
rested upon him in the Spirit.

This same Spirit is later promised to all believers. What began at the Jordan River becomes a model for
the Christian life: humility, obedience, the infilling of the Spirit, and the affirmation of our identity as
God'’s beloved.

The Voice from Heaven
Each of the three synoptic Gospels records a voice from heaven affirming Jesus’ divine identity:
“You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well pleased.”

This descent marks Jesus as the Anointed One, the Christ, and empowers him for the ministry ahead.
These words echo Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1, both prophetic passages pointing to the Messiah. But
beyond theology, these words strike at the core of every human heart. In a world that constantly
demands that people prove their worth, Jesus receives divine affirmation before he preaches a single
sermon or performs a single miracle.

God declares his pleasure not in what Jesus has done or is yet to do, but in who he is: God’s own Son.
What a powerful truth for those of us who follow Jesus. Our identity in Christ begins not with our
achievements, but with God’s love. Through faith in Jesus, we too become sons and daughters of God.
And over our lives, God longs to speak the same words: “You are mine. | love you. | am pleased with

you.
The Power of Obedience

There’s a quiet, often-overlooked truth in this story: Jesus obeys. He steps into the water even when
John protests. He walks a path that leads not to applause, but to the cross.

This is the paradox of divine greatness. In a culture that elevates independence and self-promotion,
Jesus teaches us that the greatest power is found in obedience and submission to the Father’s will. That
is a critical lesson for the billions who have decided to follow Jesus since his ministry on earth.

The Gospel of John llluminates the Story

John, the disciple of Jesus who wrote the fourth Gospel decades after the other three Gospel writers,
made sure that those who had heard and read about Jesus’ baptism in the other Gospel accounts would
understand its significance. John relates the story of Jesus’ baptism through the words and the


https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/obedience-brings-blessing/
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experience of John the Baptist, who witnessed all of these things and understood Jesus’ critical mission
to the people of God.

Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask
him who he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “l am not the Messiah.”

They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “ am not.”

‘Are you the Prophet?”

He answered, “No.”

Finally, they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?”

John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “l am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make
Straight the way for the Lord.”

Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

‘I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one who
comes after me, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.”

This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world! This is the one | meant when | said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed
me because he was before me.’ | did not know him, but the reason | came baptizing with water was that
he might be revealed to Israel.”

John the Baptist knew and understood the significance of this moment in the life of the nation of Israel.
He saw Jesus as the One who would come to transform the state of humanity and make a way for
people to have their sins forgiven once and for all time. He also understood that he was a part of that
plan, adding to the significance of this event.

A Call to Remember Our Baptism

Though Jesus’ baptism was unique in its divine significance, it also invites us to reflect on our own. In
Romans 6:4, Paul writes: “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death so that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
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Baptism is more than a ceremony—it is a sign of the individual recognizing that the old, sinful self needs
to die. In submitting to baptism, the individual is sometimes dipped under water, where even a short time
under the surface would guarantee literal death. In being raised from the water, the one being baptized
testifies to the reality of Jesus’ resurrection to new life—and in fact, the resurrection that will happen one
day when Jesus comes again on the clouds (see Matthew 24:30; Revelation 1:7).

Again, Jesus did not need to be baptized to repent from his sin, as he was sinless every millisecond he
lived on this earth. Instead, he chose to be baptized for us. In doing so, He dignified the waters, making
them a path of grace for all who follow Him.

Do you remember your baptism? Whether it was long ago or recent, this was your Jordan moment—your
identification with Christ in his humility, his obedience, and his resurrection power.

If you haven't yet been baptized, the invitation remains open. The same Spirit that descended on Jesus
now waits to fill you. The same heavens that opened for Him still open for every soul who turns to God in
faith.

What Heaven Speaks Over You
Pause for a moment and imagine those words—spoken over Jesus—being spoken over you:
“You are my son or daughter, whom I love; with you | am well pleased.”

In Christ, this is more than imagination—it is reality. When you trust in Him, you are adopted into God’s
family. His Spirit dwells in you. Your life has purpose, value, and eternal significance.

At your baptism, you may not have seen the heavens “tear open,” or seen an actual dove alight, or
heard an audible voice, but God’s Word affirms the truth of your submission to his will. It gives insight
into the truth of your identity in his eyes. The same Father who rejoiced over his Son at the Jordan now
rejoices over you—with singing (Zephaniah 3:17)!

Enter the Waters Again

The baptism of Jesus is not some dusty event locked away in the pages of Scripture. Rather, it’s a living
invitation. It's an invitation to humility. To obedience. To Spirit-filled purpose. To an identity that is firmly
rooted in God'’s love for you as his child.

When Jesus stepped into the Jordan, the water did not change him—but he changed the water. He
sanctified this humble act for all who would follow in his footsteps. He turned the water of baptism—
whether that is in @ swimming pool, in a baptismal in a church sanctuary, or some muddy tributary of an
anonymous river—into a river of divine grace.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2024%3A30&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog081125
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%201%3A7&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog081125
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah%203%3A17&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog081125
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Wherever you are on your journey—doubting, weary, or thriving—remember your Jordan moment. Or
prepare for it. God’s voice still speaks. The Spirit still descends. And heaven still opens over those who
say yes to Jesus.

God declared that Jesus was his beloved son—his child, his treasure, the one who pleased him. And
through a declaration of your faith in him, so are you. Please never forget that amazing fact: the almighty
God has chosen to adopt you into his actual family! And all you have to do to join that family is to say
‘yes.” As Romans 9:10 says, “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

If you are looking for a new Bible or your first one, find an NIV Bible that’s right for you! There’s an NIV
Bible for every age and need - Bibles for study, devotions, journaling, classic reference, large print,
youth, and more. Find yours today!

Adapted from the NIV Radiant Virtues Bible. NIV Weekly Blog. All Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214, USA, August 4, 2025.
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MEN’S
BREAKFAST

This Coming Sunday,
August 17t 8:00 a.m.

Church Ad Poa rd
Meeting

Tuesclag, August j oth
6:30 p-m.
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New Phone System

Last Thursday evening, a new phone system was installed to help with better
communication with the church, the office, and Pastor David. The phone number
is still the same, 712-246-2081. What is new is that should you call before 9:00
a.m. or after 3:00 p.m., you will get a virtual receptionist and have an option to
leave a message for Pastor David or Jeff. You will be prompted to push 1 for Jeff
or 2 for Pastor David. This will go to voicemail, and we will get a notification even
if we are not in the office.

Dear Church Family,

In Luke 12:49-56, Jesus speaks words that can be hard to hear: he has
A \VORD come not to bring peace, but division. It's jarring; especially for those of us
FRONI THE who value harmony, who want to get along with neighbors, and who live in
communities where everyone knows everyone.

PASTO R Jesus isn't saying that division is the goal. He’s naming the reality that
- -

following him sometimes leads to hard choices, and those choices aren’t
always popular. In small-town lowa, we know how quickly disagreements
can ripple through a community—whether over farming practices, school decisions, politics, or even church
matters. We also know the quiet pain of strained relationships at the coffee shop, in the grocery store aisle, or
around the family table.

But Jesus calls us to live faithfully even in those moments—to speak truth with love, to hold to what is good,
and to treat others with grace, even when we disagree. Division is never easy, but Christ's way reminds us
that our ultimate allegiance is to God’s kingdom, where love and justice guide our steps.

May we be people of courage and compassion, holding firm to the gospel while always seeking to heal where
we can.

Grace and peace,

Pastor David Clark
308-258-7749 (cell)



