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Weekly Booster

Where Revival Happens

Hosea is among the most evocative and complex pictures of God’s
pursuit in the Bible, but it's not the only one. Once you start to look,
you will see that from the very beginning, God takes the burden of
our covenant on himself when we fail. His plan has always
accounted for our frailty.

Does this mean we should persist in rebellion, taking this “reckless”
love for granted? No! This profound, unnatural, won’t-give-up grace
is what drives us to repentance. When we finally trust the heart of
this God who condescends to pursue us, we stop running (Romans
6:1-4, my rough paraphrase).

Realizing that God would never give up on me—unfaithful and
rebellious and without excuse though | was—changed everything for
me. | think it will change everything for you too.

In the world we live in, God is often seen as distant and uninvolved.
When we mess up or walk through seasons of rebellion, we believe
God has rejected us, or at least lost interest. Maybe we think God is
so disappointed in us that we must wait until we've improved our
proverbial report card before he will feel near again. At minimum
he's just a little too busy to be actively interested in our day-to-day.

Continued on page 2


mailto:pastordavid@shen.church
mailto:office@shen.church
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/mosaic-covenant-fulfilled-in-new-covenant/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%206%3A1-4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%206%3A1-4&version=NIV
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/products/what-is-wrong-with-the-world-the-surprising-hopeful-answer-to-the-question-we-cannot-avoid/
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“Iry not to become a person
of success, but rather try to
become a person of value.”
Albert Einstein

“Successful people do what
unsuccessful people are not
willing to do. Don’t wish it
were easier; wish you were
better.” Jim Rohn

Reminders

June 14t
Sunday Service 9:00 a.m.
No PK-6 S.S. & Jr/Sr High

June 17t
Praise Team - 4:00 p.m.
No Bell or Chancel Choirs until fall
Imani Milele Choir — 7:00 p.m.
First Baptist Church

June 18th
T.0O.P.S.

Worship is needed each Sunday,
sign up at the Welcome Center
counter

Meals-On-Wheels Deliveries
Sign up at the Welcome Counter

Fellowship Volunteers and treats
needed, sign up in Fellowship Hall
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Revival- continued from page 1.
Much More Than a Gentleman

Maybe you've heard the expression “God is a gentleman,” ultimately
meant to affirm that we have free will as humans and that God won't
force us to submit to his will. | hate that expression. While God does
not deprive us of free will, he is no gentleman. He isn’t a man at all.

Gentlemen eventually tire of waiting and pursuing. Gentlemen,
though polite, are motivated by their own desires and are ultimately
invested in their own benefit as much as (or more than) yours.

Politeness is great, but it's not the same as sacrificial, long-
suffering, unconditional love. God is infinite and merciful, and he is
infinitely merciful. God does not move on to the next person after
we've rejected him enough times. God stays close through the
heartbreak he knows we will experience when we choose distance
from him, even though he knows it will break his heart too.

God honors free will, but he is not so petty and weak that our
rejection deactivates his love. You simply can’t deactivate the Love
that dies on our behalf. That Love sticks around; that Love never
stops pursuing the flourishing of its beloved.

Feeling Less-Than?

If you don’t understand how deeply you are wanted by the God of
the universe, you will go through life feeling less-than. There is no
one who will maintain a more vehement interest in you than your
Creator. You must understand your identity in light of God’s desire
for you. If you don’t see God’s pursuit, you can't fully conceive of his
love. If you don’t experience the fullness of his love, you will not
accurately show that love to others.

| want you to look back at your story, unearthing the ways God has
consistently led you into goodness or guided you back into peace.
Even if you sometimes cried out, “God, where are You?” Even if his
pursuit sometimes felt painful.

In looking at the ways God pursues us—even in our least deserving
states and our most shameful rebellions—we will find the solid rock
of his goodness on which we can stake our entire identity.

Continued on page 6


https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/attributes-of-god/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/how-to-pray-love-your-enemies/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/peace-that-passes-understanding-philippians-4-6-7/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/where-is-god/
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Volunteers Needed
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LAST PERSON LEAVING

PLEASE TURN QUT LiGHTS
AND LOCK DOORS

First United Methodist Church

Please wear your
name tag on
Sunday mornings

Church Ad Board Members

Bob Lynn - Chair

Mary Peterson - Secretary
Darlene Howard — At-Large
Roger Jones - Trustee

Dave Christensen - SPRC
Dan Weiss —
Finance/Stewardship

Dave Lashier - Treasurer
Craig Harris - Lay Member to
Annual Conference

Connie Anderson - Memorials
Linda Haldane - Membership
David Clark - Pastor

Church Office Hours
** Children & Jr.-Sr. High Monday Please continue to call in
Sunday School - 9:00-11:00 advance if you need to
PK-6 & Jr/Sr High 12:00-3:00 enter the church to make
resumes in the fall Tuesday sure someone is in the
9:00-11:00 office. If you reach the
Wednesday 12:00-3:00 answering machine,
Praise Team - 4:00 p.m. Wednesday please leave your name,
Bell Choir - again in fall Office Closed number, and a brief
Chancel Choir - in the fall  Bible Study 11:00 message, and your call
Thursday will be returned. Calls
The front door to the church 9:00-11:00 after 2:00 p.m. may be
will be locked during office 12:00-3:00 returned on the next
hours. Please ring the Friday business day.
doorbell to be let into the 9:00-11:00
church. 12:00-3:00

Abihu, Ithamar, Nadab ~ Who took Paul and brought ~ Which prophet was sent by the
and Phinehas. Whois  him to the apostles afterhe ~ LORD to the potter’'s house, to

the odd one out?? had been converted? speak to him?
a) Abihu a) Barnabas a) Ezekiel

b) Ilthamar b) Peter b) Elijah

c) Phinehas c) John c) Zechariah
d) Nadab d) Silas d) Jeremiah

Check page 4 for answers from
the previous week.

16t — Dustin Lambertsen, Danny & Linnea
Shook, Steve & Jean Stribling

18h — Jeanne Kocis

19t — Craig Harris

**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added? Please call
the office or send an email to office@shen.church


mailto:office@shen.church
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Shenandoah First United
Methodist Church

200 Church St.
Shenandoah, I1A 51601

Phone 712-246-2081

Church E-mail
office@shen.church

Same address - a new look at
https://shen.church

"y one church
software

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/

United Methodist Church,
Shenandoah, |A

https://www.facebook.com/meth
odist.church.shenandoah

(1 Tube;

Services are now on our YouTube
channel only.
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams

*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford

Call to Worship

Leader: God hears your request for mercy.

People: We will call out to God as long as we live.

L: God listens closely to you.

P: What can we give back for all that God has done?
L: Call on the name of God.

P: We will give thanks in the house of God!

THREE CHOICES THAT CHANGED THE WORLD
Scripture Reading: Genesis 3:1-6

Songs
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty #139

Shine, Jesus, Shine #2173
The Summons #2130
Step by Step #3004

Last Week’s Attendance
In-Person Worship — 78
Online Worship - 12

Our Vision:

“Growing as disciples of Jesus while connecting with others and
serving our community.”

Answers for June 7t are a) David d) Ahasuerus a) a prophet of their own
Quiz hints - Q1) Look up Phinehas Q) Acts Q3) Jeremiah


https://shen.church/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
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dume 2046

Pasta (including spaghetti noodles), Spaghetti Sauce, Sugar Free

e Chocolate and Vanilla Pudding Mixes, Cinnamon Applesauce,
FOOD Pineapple, Mandarin Oranges, Hamburger, Tuna, and Chicken
PANTRY Helpers, Pizza Sauce, Pizza Crust, Graham and Animal Crackers,
Spices (especially salt and pepper, Adult Toothbrushes, Bar Soap,
Body Wash

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on foot. They are then forced to
walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several pounds of food. Southwest lowa Transit, for a very reasonable
fee of $5.00, will take individuals home with their food items. If you are interested in helping pay for these
fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you would like to give) in a plain envelope and add it to your donated
food items.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Community Food Pantry. We exist totally on donations;
we couldn’t assist those in need without your help!

If you or anyone who would be interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, please have them contact
Jeannine K. Liljedahl at 712-215-2488.

As our Chancel and Bell Choirs prepare for a well-
deserved summer intermission, the stage is open and
waiting for you!

We are looking for talented individuals or groups to fill our
sanctuary with "Special Music" during the summer
months. Whether you are a soloist, part of an ensemble,
or play an instrument, this is your moment to share your
gift with our community.

If you're ready to share your talent or have a
recommendation, please contact the office. We are
currently developing our summer schedule and would
love to include you in our lineup.
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Revival- continued from page 2.

We will find the quiet waters and green pastures of Psalm 23, where we can encounter true rest that
shows us that we are completely safe and adored. In that place of rest, we will find our very souls
reinvigorated, like an internal revival is taking place.

The Longing for Revival

In recent years, many Christians (for good reason) have prayed for God to bring revival: in our churches,
in our nation, in our world. To these Christians, revival looks like people repenting of their sins and
returning to Jesus by the thousands. Secondarily (and necessarily), they want to see our collective moral
compass restored and to see peace prevail. Finally, they want to experience miracles and the
supernatural power of God at work through revival. | know because I'm one of them.

But here’s what | think we have been missing: Large-scale revival has to start with internal revival in
individual hearts that are convinced God is desperately seeking them. Revival will come only when we
find true rest in him. Revival has always been at its core an act of receiving God’s very real, very
relentless pursuit of his people.

Dwelling on God'’s pursuit brought the Bible to life for me. Those early morning hours studying Hosea
took me on a journey through every page of the Bible over the following years. | discovered that God’s
pursuit of his people—of us, of you—is on every single page. It brought me to my knees in worship and
wonder as | uncovered more and more evidence of his strength, his kindness, and his power. God’s
pursuit of his own creation sets him apart from other gods and religions: he deserves glory and worship,
yet when he is most justified to punish, he chooses to become flesh, with all its weaknesses, and draw
near to us (John 1:14). An almighty, awesome God chooses to stoop low and dignify us with his effort
and consistency. It's breathtaking.

What if, just for a little while, you stop looking at your shame or disappointment or brokenness and start
looking at all God has done for you in spite of it? What if you choose to believe against all reason that
the God of the universe desperately wants to be close to you? What if, just for now, you let yourself
believe that his goodness and mercy are following you all the days of your life, and that he is waiting for
you to stop running long enough to receive them? Give it a shot.

God has pursued your heart since the moment he made it, friend. This is where revival happens. It
changes everything.

Adapted from Called Back to Who You Are: Finding Yourself in the Wild, Pursuing Love of God. NIV
Weekly Blog. All Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214, USA, June 8, 2026.


https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/psalm-23/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A14&version=NIV
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To help us all connect names with faces, please remember to wear your
name tag each Sunday. This is also the perfect time to get back into the
habit as we prepare to welcome our new pastor, Pastor Oliver Fabros.
Wearing your tag will be a huge help to our new pastor as they work to

Page 7

You can find your tag hanging by the three wooden doors or just inside

First United Methodist Church
Your
Name

Thank vyou

pwgﬁq, Wawué
June 21% after church

On his final Sunday with us, you are invited to come
together to thank Pastor David for his dedication, guidance,

learn everyone’s name.
the chapel door.
If you don't have one or need a replacement, please contact the office.

prayers, love, and best wishes as he continues to share
God’s word with his new congregation and community.

He will be missed and forever in our hearts!
**A voluntary love offering basket will be available for Pastor David.
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These items are needed for Pastor Oliver when he moves here at the end of June.
We are asking for clean (smoke and pet free due to allergins) items that are in
excellent condition.

If you have any questions about things or if you have something on this list that you
would like to donate, please contact (text, call or email) Connie Andersen
(515-346-7397 or pcandersen502@msn.com). After June 15, please contact (text,
call or email) Mary Peterson (712-215-0126 or marymikep@gmail.com). We would
prefer to have pictures of what you are hoping to donate (unless it is the 'other items"
that would be new purchases).

If you would prefer to donate cash, please let Connie or Mary know. You can either
give the donation to Connie or Mary, or to Jeff in the office (be sure he knows that it
if for this project).

If we are able to use something that you have, you will be notified and we will make
arrangements to get those items delivered to the parsonage. We will update this list
each week for the Booster and in church, so keep watching to see what is still
needed.

Pastor Oliver plans to move in on Monday, June 29 so we would like to have items
delivered to the parsonage Saturday or Sunday (after final cleaning of the
parsonage that will take place on Friday, June 26 starting at 9 AM).

If you donated items and have been notified that we will be using them, please bring
your donated items to the church no later than Friday, June 26. Thank you for your
generosity and support.

Items for Pastor Oliver
Living Room/Dining
Room Bedroom Bathroom Kitchen Other Items
Queen Sized
Sofa Bed Bath Towels  |Pots & Pans  |Broom/Dustpan
Set of Dishes
(dinner plates.
salad plates,
1 or 2 sitting chairs bowls, cups
(have 1 chairbut  |Queen Sheet that all match -
could take 1or2  [Set (prefer to preferably set
more) have 2 sets) |Hand Towels |of 8) Mop (Swiffer)
lamp Queen Blanket |Wash Cloths  |Silverware Laundry Soap
Queen
Bedspread/Co
side table mforter Rug Glasses Dryer Sheets
Queen
desk Mattress Pad | Shower Curtain | Toaster Garbage Bags
table Night Stand toilet plunger | Utensils Paper Towels
4 chairs Dresser Kitchen Towels | Toilet Paper
Cleaner (Lysol
or something
Bookshelf Hangers Dishcloths like this)
Pillows Pot Holders Toilet Cleaner
Food storage
containers Toilet Brush
Cutting Board | Dish soap
Dishwasher
Basic knife set |soap
These items have Vacuum
been provided. Microwave cleaner
Power strips/s
Extension
cords

\/ SUNDAY JUNE 21, 2026 /

CELEBRATING A AMAZING DADS! &3
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Rahab Character - A Life Turned 360

Meaning of name: Broad, spacious, vast. The first part “Ra” might come from the
Egyptian god Ra

Ancestry and family life: Joshua 3:12-13. Rahab lived in Jericho. From these
verses it is evident that many of Rahab’s family were alive at this time including
her parents. Yet she appears to have her own house (2:1). She cared much for
her family and made sure that they would also be spared. As a citizen of Jericho,
she grew up in a pagan environment in a place where everyone worshiped idols and false gods.

When and where she lived: She lived at the time of Joshua when the Israelites finally entered the Promised
Land. This was around 1400 B.C. Although a citizen of Jericho, she had heard about God’s miracles on
behalf of the Jews. Perhaps she knew this because of her entertaining and hiring herself out to visitors to the
city.

Events surrounding birth: No info.

Training and occupation: Rahab is identified as a harlot (prostitute) multiple times. Joshua 2:1, 6:17, 25,
James 2:25, Hebrews 11:31. Many scholars/teachers/pastors have tried to argue that the word for Rahab
could mean “innkeeper.” They argue that she was a business women who ran a simple business perhaps a
lodge and restaurant. Why do they argue this? Do you think Rahab was an innkeeper or a prostitute? Why?

The Hebrew word Zoonah is used, which means harlot. In Greek (in the New Testament), “porne” is used.
These words make it very clear that Rahab was a harlot. We don’t need to try to brush over her sins or her
history. It should not be surprising that she was a prostitute. Even a “holy” nation like Israel often had
prostitutes. A pagan place like Jericho would surely have many. This likely was considered a “necessary evil.”
Rahab would have had a low social status like prostitutes do even today.

Because she had her own house, she could have had a duel business, both running an inn and also hiring
herself out to sleep with visitors. The spies may have wished to find a quiet night’s rest out of the public’s eye
in this “shady” area of town and rented a room at her house.

God is in the business of saving sinners. Her sinful past makes her faith in God and subsequent life
transformation even more amazing.

Place in history: Matthew 1:5. Rahab is one of only four women listed in Jesus’ genealogy. Bathsheba and
Tamar both were similar in that their sinful and impure lives were recorded in the Bible. Ruth was a Moabite. It
is interested that all four of the women listed in Jesus’ genealogy would be looked on negatively because of
their sins or nationality. It is like Matthew is showing us that Jesus was born of sinners and took on our own
sin in order to save us from sin. At the same time it shows us the hope that even the worst sinners can be
restored and used of God. Indeed the Savior of the world was descended directly from Rahab. He can
redeem and transform the worst of sinners as well as turn their lives around and use their lives for His own

glory.



https://sendy.studyandobey.com/l/Q7wTcGHcLdIZu892F6wAP0Ng/4p763IpMbY5YGfv2Ny8926zFFQ/I0ZbmyLLuKV7lCn1lt0hxw
https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/matthew-studies/matthew-1/
https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/ruth-character-study/
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In addition, Rahab was the mother of Boaz by Salmon (Matthew 1:5). Jewish tradition says that Salmon was
one of the two spies. The spies were likely leaders of households, so Salmon would have been a very
respected leader in the community. Rahab’s staunch faith in God and life transformation evidently won his
heart so that like Boaz later on, he willingly looked past her nationality and past life and took her as his own.

Special traits: None
Weaknesses:

1. Prostitute — Rahab is identified in the Bible five times as a prostitute. Here are a few verses on this issue.
Deuteronomy 23:17-18, Proverbs 6:20-7, Galatians 5:19-21, 1 Corinthians 6:18-20. Harlots were social and
moral outcasts in Israel. They were the lowest parts of society. This is someone who routinely on a day to day
basis sold herself for money to gratify others’ sexual lusts. As 1 Corinthians 6 shows, this life is incompatible
with a life following after God. This lifestyle is never necessary either. God will always provide for His
followers if they seek Him first. No believer has to turn to this life or any sin in order to provide for
himself/herself. Unless we think we are better than her, see Matthew 5:27-28. Yes, Rahab was a sinner. But
so are we all. We can't reach God’s standard anymore than she could.

2. Liar-In which verse or verses did Rahab lie (2:4-5)? What do you think about this? Did she have a
good reason? Was her lie acceptable? Are there times when we should lie for a good reason? 1 Timothy
1:10, Colossians 3:9-10, Proverbs 12:22, Exodus 20:16. Lying is sin with no exceptions. It is not surprising
that she lied considering her environment and lifestyle. She was beginning to show a faith in God, but that
didn’t mean her choices were all immediately right or she would be perfect right away. What could she or
should she have done instead?

3. Did she betray her people? If so, was she wrong or right to do this? Why? Is there anyone else in the
Bible that might be considered a “traitor?”

Strengths:

1. Putting others first — She took a great risk in sheltering the spies and hiding them. Although her lying
wasn't the right way to handle it, it shows that she was willing to die for her belief that God would give victory
to the Israelites over her own people.

2. Shrewd - This character quality can be either good or bad, depending on how we use it. In Rahab’s
case, she was able to discern that the only hope for her family was with the Jews. She hid the spies in a stack
of flax, where no one would think to look. Then she let them down by a rope out of her window (her house
was on the city wall). This was likely her idea/plan. She knew the best way to avoid the soldiers hunting for
them and make it back safely.

3. Concern for her family (shows a kind and compassionate heart) — Rahab helped the spies and could
have asked for a lot of things in return. She could have asked for money. She could have asked for a new
home, or money, horses, and a wagon (so that she could go wherever she wanted.) But her request was that
her entire family could be spared.


https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/1-corinthians/1-corinthians-6/
https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/1-corinthians/1-corinthians-6/
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4.  Faith — This is what she is most famous for. Read her statement of faith. Joshua 2:8-14. Did Rahab
have special information that other Jericho-ites did not have? No, they all heard of what the LORD had done
for the Jews in Egypt. Her knowledge of the Lord was united with faith while the rest of the people in Jericho
hardened their hearts and made up their minds to stubbornly resist until the last.

5. Good mother — She did an admirable job raising Boaz who turned out to be very righteous and
considerate.

Important acts and events:
Sheltering the spies
Her statement of faith
Helping the spies leave

Saved from destruction

A

Marriage and assimilation into the nation of Israel
How she died: Unknown.
Lessons from her life:

1. Place your bet on the winning team — Rahab correctly believed that the Jews would defeat Jericho
because of God’s power. Basically it was good against evil, the one true God against false gods. She
believed that the power of the one true God who had already done miracles would prevail. We must realize
that God'’s victory over Satan is assured. Good will prevail. The world may look and bleak at times, but
ultimately all of God’s prophecies will come true and He will finally judge all people who do not obey His
Word. We can choose to follow God or the world. Following God will probably not be the popular choice, but it
is the right choice and those who make the choice to follow Him with their lives will be rewarded.

2. One person'’s faith can have a huge impact on others’ lives. Rahab’s faith effectively saved her entire
family from destruction. Their new life with the Jews gave them a chance to know about God and for their
lives to be transformed as Rahab’s was. When whole families are saved, it normally starts with one person
believing. His/her belief can influence the whole family. When we are saved our thoughts should immediately
turn to our family’s salvation just like Rahab’s did.

3. Godis in the business of saving even the worst sinners — To most people Rahab was a nothing. But to
God, her soul was valuable. He loved her from creation even in the middle of all of her sin. He chose to save
her, Rahab, from before the beginning of the world. When Jesus came, He spent a lot of time and effort on
these types of people, so much so that the Pharisees often criticized Him for it. Mark 2:13-17. What are
applications we can make from this? There are several applications:

a)  Thank God that He saved you in the midst of your sin. Thought our exact sins may be different from
Rahab’s we are equally guilty. All of us have given in to the lusts of the flesh and eyes and the boastful pride
of life. God loves us and redeems us anyway. Righteous people don’t need saving.


https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/joshua/joshua-2/
https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/mark-studies/mark2-1-20/
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b) God can save any of your relatives or friends no matter how bleak it looks. Maybe you write a list of
unsaved friends who you want to pray for. When you get to one person you think, “There is no need to write
down their name. They will never change.” Don't give up on them. God can save anyone no matter what they
have done or how disinterested they seem to be.

C) No matter what bad habits you have now, there is always hope (1 Corinthians 10:13). If Rahab could

change, you can change. It requires faith in a big God (Joshua 2:11). He is the God of heaven, meaning He

has all power. And He is God on the earth, meaning He sees everything we do. He sees what we do and He
cares about us as individuals and He wants to see our lives transformed.

Adapted from Study and Obey, Jason Dexter 182 Queen Victoria Ave Saint Johns, FL 32259, May 24, 2026.
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SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2026
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ALL MEN ARE WELCOME!

Wednesday, June 17 at 7:00
First Baptist Church
411 W. Clarinda Ave
Shenandoah, Iowa
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With heartfelt gratitude from
ELINOR SHARP

Thank you for helping celebrate
my 99th Birthday

I deeply appreciate all the lovely cards,
the thoughtful calls, and the presence of
everyone who came to my celebration.

A special thank you to my precious

B CHURCH FAMILY for making it such
‘-*"-y a memorable and special day. NS
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o UNE 26TH (T
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HELPS! W ;: /)

Come 0|n in fellowship by helping us get £
the Pgirsonage beautiful and ready for Pastor %
_ Oliver! We appreciate your help and fellowshlp %

T0 BRING: .
%'% %‘J&gwncmnmcsuwues A

(Bucket, Cloths, Cleaners, Dusters, ete.) .

N L |VPORTANT DONATION INFORMATION | j

(= Friday, June 26th

For all who generously SIgned p to help

If you donated items AND were notified
that they will be needed, PLEASE BRING
YOUR DONATED ITEM 10 THE CHURCH
no later than

Wt 4Ppreciate your help makm‘%g‘
Ohverstransltlon welcom




