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The Calling of Jesus’ Disciples: A Radical Invitation to Follow 
 
The Bible tells us that we are made in the image of God 
(see Genesis 1:26-27). Part of that image in the experience of the 
God-follower is the ability to understand who God is and to choose 
to follow and love him. The call to be a disciple is a call to willingly 
listen for and to follow God’s particular design for us.  

Paul gives us an interesting picture of this when he writes, “But we 
have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and not from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). 

Just a few observations from this brief statement: 

• We have this treasure: The beautiful, incredible, almost 
incomprehensible treasure that we carry as individuals who 
know the Bible’s story is truly invaluable. It glitters with 
hope and promise, and offers those who accept this free 
gift the opportunity to share it with others, leading to the 
experience of an eternity in heaven with God and with all 
who believe. 

• We are the jars of clay: God creates individuals in the way 
that he wants to create them, to follow his plan and 
purpose. He shapes our hearts and minds to follow his 
purpose and to build his kingdom in the way he directs. 
This is our privilege and our joy. We as believers and  

Continued on page 2 

 

 

 Weekly Booster 

mailto:pastordavid@shen.church
mailto:office@shen.church
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A26-27&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/promises-of-god-from-bible/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-will-heaven-be-like/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-is-the-kingdom-of-god/
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“Don’t settle for average. 

Bring your best to the 

moment. Then, whether it 

fails or succeeds, at least you 

you gave all you had.” 

Angela Bassett 

“Don’t bunt. Aim out of the 

ballpark. Aim for the 

company of immortals.” 

David Ogilvy 

Reminders 
 

September 14th            
Sunday Service 9:00 a.m. 

PK-6 S.S. during the message 
Jr/Sr High S.S. – 10:30 a.m. 

 
September 16th               

Mat Making (Loom Room) 1:00 p.m. 
 

September 17th                              
Bible Study – 11:00 a.m. 
Praise Team - 4:00 p.m. 
Bell Choir – 4:30 p.m. 

Chancel Choir – 5:30 p.m. 
 

September 18th                                                 
T.O.P.S.  

Meals-On-Wheels Deliveries 
Sign up at the Welcome Counter 

 
**Worship Assistants are needed  

October 
 

** Fellowship Volunteers needed, 
sign up in Fellowship Hall 

 

 

Disciples continued from page 1. 

• The power is God’s, not ours: Being a clay jar to contain 
the treasure may not be the most appealing image, but it 
does help those of us who believe to understand 
that we are not at work in building the kingdom of God and 
spreading the treasure of his story; rather, God is the 
driving force and the power behind his message that we 
carry. 

Modern disciples of God, as was the case with the disciples in the 
New Testament, serve a purpose outside of themselves.  

Jesus’ first disciples seemed almost surprised that this important 
teacher would call them to follow him. They dropped their current 
preoccupations and followed immediately. They lived into their 
identity as the clay jars that were made with God’s own hands to 
serve God’s mighty purposes in the world. These jars were then 
filled with the first-hand treasures of living with Jesus and knowing 
him perhaps better than anyone else, even though their time with 
him was relatively short. 

The Calling of the First Disciples 

The moment Jesus called his first disciples was not just a turning 
point in their lives—it was a declaration of a new kind of kingdom. It 
was a personal, radical, and transformative invitation to leave 
behind everything and follow the Messiah. The accounts in Matthew 
4:18–22, Mark 1:16–20, and Luke 5:1–11 tell the same core story, 
yet each contributes unique insights into the power and purpose 
behind Jesus’ call. 

Let’s explore this remarkable encounter and consider what it meant 
for the first disciples—and what it still means for us today. 

Walking by the Sea: The Beginning of the Call 

In both Matthew and Mark, the scene begins simply: Jesus is 
walking alongside the Sea of Galilee. This was no random stroll. 
Jesus, fresh from his baptism and temptation, had begun 
proclaiming the good news: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near” (Matthew 3:2). Now Jesus seeks partners in this work. 

He spots Simon (Peter) and Andrew, fishermen casting their net into 
the sea. He calls out to them:                Continued on page 7 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%204%3A18-22&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%204%3A18-22&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A16%E2%80%9320&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/writer-of-gospel-of-matthew/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/baptism-of-jesus/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-will-heaven-be-like/
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Volunteers Needed 

- . 

 

 

 

Church Ad Board Members 

Michelle Morelock - Chair 
Mary Peterson - Secretary 
Margaret Brady - Vice Chair & 
Trustee 
Roger Jones - Trustee 
Bob Lynn - SPRC 
Barb Lundgren - Finance 
Dave Lashier - Treasurer 
Craig Harris - Lay Member to 
Annual Conference 
Connie Anderson - Memorials 

Linda Haldane - Membership 
David Clark - Pastor 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
** Children & Jr.-Sr. High 
Sunday School –  
Starting September 7th. 
PK-6 during service  
Jr/Sr High 10:30 a.m. 
 
Wednesday 
Praise Team – 4:00 p.m. 
Bell Choir – 4:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir – 5:30 p.m. 
 
The front door to the church 
will be unlocked during 
office hours and closed only 
for errands and lunch. 

Monday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 
Tuesday 

9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Wednesday 
Office Closed 

Bible Study 11:00 
Thursday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Friday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Please continue to call in 
advance if you need to 
enter the church to make 
sure someone is in the 
office. If you reach the 
answering machine, 
please leave your name, 
number, and a brief 
message, and your call 
will be returned. Calls 
after 2:00 p.m. may be 
returned on the next 
business day. 
 
 

 

 
 

What did Ruth’s closest 
kinsman-redeemer give 
to Boaz? 
 
a) sandal 
b) house 
c) sheep 
d) wife 
 
 

On which day did God create 
sea creatures and winged 
birds? 
 
a) 2nd  
b) 3rd  
c) 4th  
d) 5th  

 
Check page 4 for answers from  
the previous week.     

On which day of Creation did 
dry land first appear? 
 
a) first 
b) second 
c) third 
d) fourth  
 
 

 

14th – Gloria Mauer 
15th – Aaron & Michelle Moorelock 
17th – Dan Finlay, Bob Lynn 
18th – Duane Rexroth, Clete & Sheri Jones 
Brandon & Brandy Pease 
20th – Dave Tackett 
 

 
 
 

**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added? Please call 
the office or send an email to office@shen.church 
 
 
 

mailto:office@shen.church
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Shenandoah First United 

Methodist Church 

200 Church St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 

 
Phone 712-246-2081 

 
Church E-mail 

office@shen.church 
 

Same address – a new look at 
https://shen.church 

 

 

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/ 

 

 

 

United Methodist Church, 

Shenandoah, IA 

https://www.facebook.com/meth

odist.church.shenandoah 

 

Services are now on our YouTube 
channel only.   
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams 

 
 
 
 
 

*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford 

 
Call to Worship 

Leader: In the wilderness, God’s people asked, “Can God be trusted?” 
People: And the Lord rained down bread from heaven. 
L: In the wilderness, fear gave way to hunger, and hunger to hope. 
P: And the glory of the Lord appeared in their midst. 
L: Come, people of God, bring your questions, bring your needs. 
P: We come to worship the One who gives daily bread. 
 

“Can God Be Trusted?”  
 

Scripture Reading: Exodus 16:1-12
 

Songs  
My Hope is Built #368 

Oceans, Where Feet May Fail (screens) 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness #140 

 

Last Week’s Attendance  

In-Person Worship – 74 

Online Worship – 15 

Our Vision: 

“Growing as disciples of Jesus while connecting with others and serving our 
community.” 

 

Answers for Sept 7 are c) 137 years c) Jordan d) Ezekiel  
Quiz hints – Q1) Ruth Q2) Genesis Q3) Genesis 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://shen.church/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
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Cinnamon Applesauce, Pineapple, Mandarin Oranges, Apricots, Pasta 
(especially spaghetti noodles), Soda or Graham Crackers, Microwave Popcorn, 
Muffin, Cake, and Brownie Mixes, Macaroni & Cheese, Chunky Style Soup, 
Potato Flakes & Boxed Potatoes, Canned Chicken or Tuna, Shampoo. 

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on 
foot. They are then forced to walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several 

pounds of food. Southwest Iowa Transit, for a very reasonable fee of $5.00, will take individuals home with 
their food items. If you are interested in helping pay for these fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you 
would like to give) in a plain envelope and add it to your donated food items. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Community Food Pantry.  We exist totally on donations 
- we couldn’t assist those in need without your help! 
 
If you or anyone who would be interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, please have them contact 
Jeannine K. Liljedahl at 712-215-2488. 
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There is a time change for 
practice on Wednesday. The 
Praise Team will practice at 4:00 
p.m., followed by the bell choir at 
4:30 p.m., and then chancel choir 
at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

There are 15 individuals each week who need the booster delivered to 
them because they have no email account. Two of the delivery spots have 
multiple people, so there are not 15 individual stops. Bill Dawson has 
been delivering some of the boosters, but will not be able to continue. If 
you would be interested in delivering the booster each Thursday, or if two 
people would be interested and split the 15 individuals, please contact the 
office. Your help would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Each of you should GIVE what you have decided in YOUR HEART to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for GOD LOVES a cheerful 
GIVER.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
The Noisy Offering is one more way to do ministry for those in need and 
teach your children the importance of giving and serving. Each Sunday, a 
new opportunity for mission giving will take place after the Children’s 
Message. Sunday School students will walk around the congregation, 
collecting your loose coins and currency in their colorful metal pails. This 
would be a good time to clean out the loose change from your pockets or 
purse. The money donated in September will go to the Shenandoah 
Community Schools – School Nurses. 
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“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people” (Matthew 4:19). 

A few steps later, Jesus sees James and John, sons of Zebedee, mending their nets. He calls them too. 
And remarkably, they all leave everything—their nets, their boat, even their father—to follow him. 

Why? What would compel four men to walk away from their livelihood with no explanation, no guarantee, 
and no apparent plan? 

Luke’s Deeper Lens: Awe, Abundance, and Surrender 

Luke gives us a richer version of the story. In Luke 5:1–11, the setting is the same—the shores of the 
Sea of Galilee. But Jesus doesn’t just call the disciples out of the blue; here Luke records that Jesus 
steps into their daily routine and transforms it. 

Jesus climbs into Simon’s boat and asks him to push out a little from shore. From there, he teaches the 
crowd. Then, turning to Simon, he says something strange: “Put out into deep water, and let down the 
nets for a catch” (Luke 5:4). Simon objects—after all, they’ve fished all night and caught nothing. But 
still, he obeys: “Because you say so, I will let down the nets” (Luke 5:5). 

What happens next is nothing short of miraculous. The nets are so full they begin to break. The 
disciples, shocked at the haul of fish, begin to call for help. Both boats fill to the point of sinking.  

Simon Peter’s response? He doesn’t rejoice over this enormous haul of fish or the financial boom he has 
just captured. He doesn’t celebrate as a business owner or as someone who loves fishing. Rather, his 
first response is to fall at Jesus’ knees and cry:  “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” (Luke 5:8) 

It’s a moment of holy awareness; of seeing himself standing in the presence of the divine. This blue -
collar business owner sees Jesus’ power and holiness—and in that light, he sees his own unworthiness. 

Jesus’ response matches the responses of others who encounter the divine in scripture. He answers 
Peter’s fearful and humble response with a reassuring command, one that comes with a promise:  “Don’t 
be afraid; from now on you will fish for people” (Luke 5:10). 

This shift—from fishing for fish to fishing for people—is more than a clever metaphor. It’s a call to a 
whole new identity and mission. 

The Radical Nature of the Call 

What made this call so powerful? 

 

 

https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-does-it-mean-to-follow-jesus/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205%3A4&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205%3A5&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/peace-that-passes-understanding-philippians-4-6-7/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205%3A8&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205%3A10&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
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1. It Was Personal 

Jesus didn’t issue a general summons. He looked each man in the eye and said,  “Follow me.” This was 
not a mass call or large movement; it was deeply individual. Jesus knew these men. He knew their 
names, their work, their struggles—and he still called them. The God made man knew that God had 
designed these individuals to start the important work that Jesus had come to initiate. He knew they 
would be the perfect clay jars to carry the treasure of his message of deliverance from sin.  

In the same way, Jesus’ call to us is personal. He doesn’t just want workers in his kingdom; he 
wants you. He knows your name, your story, and your weaknesses. And he welcomes you into a 
relationship of listening, learning, and growing, no matter what your starting point. Jesus still invites all 
who believe in his work to come to him. He still says, “Follow me.”  

2. It Was Disruptive 

These men who heard the call left everything behind. Simon and Andrew left their nets. James and John 
left their father and their hired men. They essentially walked away from the family business to tromp 
around after this teacher. Peter, that rough, tough, experienced fisherman, knew that this day would be 
life-changing. After experiencing this miraculous catch—the best fishing day of his life—he literally 
walked away from it all. 

Jesus’ call is a call for us to disrupt our comfort, our routine, and even our pursuit of success. He doesn’t 
promise an easy road. But he offers purpose—the kind of purpose we were designed to enact from 
before the creation of the world (see Psalm 139 and Jeremiah 29:11). 

For us today, answering Jesus’ call often means walking away from things we value—security, 
reputation, or even our own carefully laid plans. But in doing so, we gain something infinitely greater: 
real life with Jesus. We get to live into the purpose that he has designed for us. 

3. It Was Transformative 

Jesus didn’t just invite the disciples to follow him; he promised to change them: “I will send you out to 
fish for people” (Matthew 4:19). This was a redefinition of their identity. They were no longer just 
fishermen; they were called to become co-laborers in God’s mission. 

When we follow Jesus, we don’t stay the same. He reshapes us—our goals, our passions, even our 
professions—to reflect his kingdom. We may be like the disciples themselves—filled with wonder at the 
potential and the promise of who Jesus is and what he has planned for us. But Jesus  promises to equip 
us with everything we need to follow him. 

What We Learn About Jesus 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20139&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2029%3A11&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%204%3A19&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-is-the-kingdom-of-god/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/promises-of-god-from-bible/
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These passages reveal just as much about Jesus as they do about the disciples.  

First, Jesus knows us and meets us where we are. Jesus didn’t wait for these men to clean up, become 
religious, or seek him out. He didn’t wait for them to pursue higher education before he called them to 
his side. Rather, he came to their place of work, stepped into their boat, and spoke their language. He 
does the same with us. He meets us in the ordinary and invites us into the extraordinary.  

Second, Jesus demonstrates his authority and compassion. In Luke, Jesus doesn’t just teach; he 
performs a miracle that stuns these experienced fishermen. The power of his word is undeniable. And he 
uses that power, not to intimidate, but to invite. He welcomes these hard-working men into a life that he 
will shape and enable. He knows their potential, and he knows just what they will need to fulfill it.  

Jesus’ holiness does not push people away. His call to life-changing purpose is designed not to 
intimidate them or make them feel unqualified. Rather, it draws them in, encouraging them in their 
potential even when they feel unworthy. 

Third, Jesus gives his disciples a new purpose. Jesus doesn’t call the disciples to a vague spirituality. 
He gives them a very specific mission that they can understand immediately. It takes advantage of all of 
their experience, and defines for them what their new calling will consist of:  “I will send you out to fish 
for people.” 

The calloused hands of these fishermen were the perfect hands to do the work that Jesus called them to 
do. For them and for us, following Jesus means stepping into his work—using our unique, God-given 
talents, passions, and abilities, to reach others, serve, and live out the message of the kingdom. That 
treasure that we have inside of us is intended to be spread around so that it will grow and grow.  

From Nets to Nations: The Ongoing Call 

Initially, these newly called disciples had no idea what their “yes” to Jesus would lead to. At this point in 
their new roles, they couldn’t have possibly imagined the miracles they’d come to witness, the teachings 
they’d hear, or the role they’d play in l iterally changing global history. 

But it all began with a simple, faithful response: They left everything and followed him. 

Their call mirrors ours. Jesus still walks along the shores of our lives—seeing our potential, 
understanding who we are and what we were made to do, interrupting our routines, confronting our 
doubts, and inviting us into something greater. 

Maybe your boat isn’t on the Sea of Galilee. Maybe your “nets” are a career, a dream, or even a fear. 
But the call remains: “Follow me.” 

Will we leave the comfort of the shore and step into the unknown with him? 

https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/great-commissioning-our-purpose-on-earth/
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The Cost and Joy of Discipleship 

The call of Jesus is costly. It demands surrender, sacrifice, and faith. But it’s also the greatest invitation 
we’ll ever receive. The stories of these disciples, as outlined in the Gospel accounts, are instructive for 
us today. These men changed their lives at the sound of Jesus’ call. They didn’t turn back; instead, they 
listened and learned and acted, and were incredibly excited to be a part of the work of God in the world 
(see Matthew 13:16-20; Luke 10:17; John 6:68). 

The same Jesus who called Peter, Andrew, James, and John calls you today—not because you’re 
qualified, but because he is. Not because you know it all, but because he does. Not because you’re holy, 
but because he makes you holy. 

He says, “Don’t be afraid. From now on, you will live for something greater.” 

Will you drop your net? 

Find an NIV Bible that’s right for you! There’s an NIV Bible for every age and need – Bibles for study, 
devotions, journaling, classic reference, large print, youth, and more.  Find yours today! 

Adapted from the NIV Bible. NIV Weekly Blog. All Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN  37214, USA, September 8, 2025. 

 

 

https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/who-wrote-the-gospels-and-why-did-they-write-them/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A16-20&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A17&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A68&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
https://www.amazon.com/nivbiblestore?channel=nivwebsite-blog?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog090825
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Dear Church Family, 
 
In Exodus 16:1–12, the Israelites find themselves hungry in the 
wilderness. Their fear and frustration rise quickly: “If only we had 
died in Egypt, where we had plenty to eat!” Yet God responds not 
with anger but with provision, sending manna each morning and 
quail each evening. Enough for the day. Enough to remind them 

that God had not forgotten them. 
 
We may not wake up to bread from heaven on the ground, but each of us knows what it is to worry about 
having enough; enough time, enough money, enough energy, enough strength. This story reminds us that 
trust grows when we learn to receive each day as gift. God meets us not with a stockpile for the future, but 
with grace sufficient for today. 
 
So perhaps the invitation is simple: to pause, to notice, and to give thanks. For food on the table. For strength 
to work. For neighbors and friends. For God’s mercies that show up in simple and new ways every morning. 
 
Trust is born in gratitude. And gratitude begins with seeing daily bread as nothing less than God’s faithful 
love. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor David Clark 
308-258-7749 (cell) 

 
 

 


