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3 Things You Learn While Wandering in the Wilderness

Nobody enjoys wandering in the wilderness, yet we've all found
ourselves there. Maybe you're navigating a difficult relationship,
wrestling with job loss, or carrying the burden of grief while
wondering if life will ever feel “normal” again.

Here’s what you need to know: When God calls you into the
wilderness, He wants to meet you there. In that meeting, He has
profound lessons waiting to transform your heart and prepare you
for what's ahead.

Provision Over Performance: When Your Resources Run Dry, His

The desert is merciless—hot, dry, and stripped of everything we
need to survive. That’s precisely what makes it the perfect
classroom for God to demonstrate this truth: when our resources run
dry, His never do.

Consider the Israelites during their 40-year wilderness journey.
Every morning, God rained down manna from heaven (Deuteronomy
8:2-3). But He made it impossible to hoard—the manna would spoil
if they tried to save it, forcing them to depend on His fresh provision
each day. No performance required—just simple, daily dependence
on a faithful God.

Continued on page 2
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“We cannot solve problems
with the kind of thinking we
employed when we came up
with them.” Albert Einstein

“Learn as if you will live
forever, live like you will die
tomorrow.” Mahatma Gandbi

Reminders

October 12th
Sunday Service 9:00 a.m.
PK-6 S.S. during the message
Jr/Sr High S.S. - 10:30 a.m.
Fall Festival - 2-4 p.m.

October 14th
Mat Making (Loom Room) 1:00 p.m.

October 15t
Bible Study - 11:00 a.m.
Praise Team - 4:00 p.m.
Bell Choir - 4:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir - 5:30 p.m.

October 16t
T.0.P.S.
Meals-On-Wheels Deliveries
Sign up at the Welcome Counter

**Worship Assistants are needed
November

** Fellowship Volunteers needed,
sign up in Fellowship Hall

=,
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Wandering in the Wilderness - continued from page 1.

When Elijah fled to the wilderness to escape King Ahab’s rage, God
commanded ravens to bring him bread and meat twice daily (1 Kings
17:2-6). Neither the Israelites nor Elijah worked for their food nor
exhausted themselves trying to manufacture miracles. They were
tenderly cared for by a God who knows every need before we voice
it.

In the wilderness, our frantic striving is exposed as utterly powerless
compared to God’s effortless provision. When we stop performing
and start trusting, everything changes.

Intimacy in Isolation: Where God’s Whisper is Clearer Than the
World’s Noise

The wilderness is undeniably lonely. But when distractions are
stripped away, something beautiful happens, you finally have space
to look up. Without the world’s noise drowning out heaven'’s voice,
you hear what’s been there all along: your Creator whispering, “You
are not alone.”

Elijah discovered this in a cave on Mount Horeb. After running for
his life, feeling abandoned and ready to die, God met him not in
earthquake, wind, or fire, but in a gentle whisper (1 Kings 19:11-18).
In that quiet moment, God gave Elijah comfort and clear direction.

Jesus understood the power of wilderness solitude. Despite the
crowds constantly pressing around Him and demanding his
attention, He regularly withdrew to lonely places to pray (Luke 5:16).
He sought mountainsides and deserts where He could commune
with the Father without interruption.

In the quiet emptiness of wilderness, God’s presence feels closer,
His voice sounds clearer, and His love penetrates deeper than ever.
If you're feeling isolated today, recognize it as a divine invitation for
intimacy with the One who never leaves you.

Preparing for Your Purpose: Welcome to God’s Boot Camp

The wilderness isn'’t just testing—it's God'’s training ground,
designed to prepare His people for their calling. Moses spent 40
years in the desert before God called him to deliver His people.

Continued on page 6
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Volumteers Needed

} I 44

LAST PERSON LEAVING

PLEASE TURN QUT LiGHTS
AND LOCK DOORS

Church Office Hours

** Children & Jr.-Sr. High Monday Please continue to call in

Sunday School - 9:00-11:00 advance if you need to

Starting September 7th, 12:00-3:00 enter the church to make

PK-6 during service Tuesday sure someone is in the

Jr/Sr High 10:30 a.m. 9:00-11:00 office. If you reach the
12:00-3:00 answering machine,

Wednesday Wednesday please leave your name,

Praise Team —4:00 p.m. Office Closed number, and a brief

Bell Choir - 4:30 p.m. Bible Study 11:00 message, and your call

Chancel Choir - 5:30 p.m. Thursday will be returned. Calls
9:00-11:00 after 2:00 p.m. may be

The front door to the church 12:00-3:00 returned on the next

will be unlocked during Friday business day.

office hours and closed only 9:00-11:00

for errands and lunch. 12:00-3:00

First United Methodist Church

Please wear your
name tag on
Sunday mornings

Church Ad Board Members

Michelle Morelock - Chair
Mary Peterson - Secretary
Margaret Brady - Vice Chair &
Trustee

Roger Jones - Trustee

Bob Lynn - SPRC

Barb Lundgren - Finance
Dave Lashier - Treasurer
Craig Harris - Lay Member to
Annual Conference

Connie Anderson - Memorials
Linda Haldane - Membership
David Clark - Pastor

Who delivers us from
the wrath to come

According to Micah, what will How many goats were to be

the Lord make the horn of

offered during the feast of

according to 1 daughter of Zion? weeks?
Thessalonians?
a) silver a) 1 goat
a) Jesus b) golf b) 3 goats
b) Angels c) iron c) 7 goats
c) The apostles d) bronze d) 12 goats
d) Our spirits
Check page 4 for answers from
the previous week.
'qo .
1 12th — Delores Fischer
V A A " VVY;' & 13— R’Donya Nelson
e " 14— Al Armstrong
®
(()) T s w“ -+ . 15— LeRoy & Lorene Whitehill
/ f)ll‘thdajs 16t — Chris & Molly Nelson
17t — Sue Burchett
2 18 — Dennis & Kathy Bayless

Anniversaries

**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added? Please call
the office or send an email to office@shen.church
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Shenandoah First United
Methodist Church

200 Church St.
Shenandoah, I1A 51601

Phone 712-246-2081

Church E-mail
office@shen.church

Same address - a new look at
https://shen.church

"y one church
software

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/

United Methodist Church,
Shenandoah, |A

https://www.facebook.com/meth
odist.church.shenandoah

(1 Tube;

Services are now on our YouTube
channel only.
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams

*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford

Call to Worship

Leader: When the world cries out for retribution,
People: God responds with compassion.

L: When we turn away and wander far,

P: God remembers us and calls us home.

L: When anger and judgment rise in us,

P: God’s mercy bends low and tender.

J

“Reimagining Justice as Compassion’

Scripture Reading: Hosea 11:1-9

Songs
O Worship the King #73

Shout to the North #3042
They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love #2223

Last Week’s Attendance
In-Person Worship -
Online Worship -

Our Vision:

“Growing as disciples of Jesus while connecting with others and
serving our community.”

Answers for Oct 5th are d) John the Baptist b) Saul b) Third
Quiz hints - Q1) 1 Thessalonians Q 2) Micah Q3) Leviticus

Meals
Wheels
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Two Volunteers Needed each Thursday
to Deliver Meals
Sign-Up Sheet is on the
Welcome Center Counter



https://shen.church/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
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Neu’g f = Cereal, Spaghetti Sauce and Noodles, Chili Soup, Microwave Popcorn, Hot
Chocolate Mix, Cake, Brownie, and Muffin Mixes, Green Bean and Corn,
Mandarin Oranges, Pineapple, Hamburger, Tuna, and Chicken Helpers,
Toilet Paper, Laundry Soap

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on foot. They are then forced to
walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several pounds of food. Southwest lowa Transit, for a very
reasonable fee of $5.00, will take individuals home with their food items. If you are interested in helping pay
for these fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you would like to give) in a plain envelope and add it to your
donated food items.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Community Food Pantry. We exist totally on donations
- we couldn’t assist those in need without your help!

If you or anyone who would be interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, please have them contact
Jeannine K. Liljedahl at 712-215-2488.

Bring Your Ckcmge Each of you should GIVE what you have decided in YOUR HEART to
5 Wl /@ 4 Chiis give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for GOD LOVES a cheerful

£ GIVER.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)
Collected each Sunda 1y gffcr
the children’s message The Noisy Offering is one more way to do ministry for those in need and
: teach your children the importance of giving and serving. Each Sunday, a
new opportunity for mission giving will take place after the Children’s
Message. Sunday School students will walk around the congregation,
collecting your loose coins and currency in their colorful metal pails. This
would be a good time to clean out the loose change from your pockets or
purse. The money donated in October will go to the Hispanic Center.

The Christian Fellowship Church, 906 Day St, Shenandoah, will be holding :
a women'’s retreat getaway on Friday, October 24t (4.30-8:30), and WW/&
Saturday, October 25t (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm). The cost is $25 per person. % &ﬁ e
To find out more, contact the office for contact numbers. The theme is: .

“Beautiful Feet.”

@«
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Wandering in the Wilderness - continued from page 2.

Moses entered the wilderness at 40 as a hothead who murdered an Egyptian. This is radically different
from the Moses who emerged at 80, ready to stand before Pharaoh and calmly declare, “Let my people
go” (Exodus 7:16). Those desert years transformed him from someone relying on his own strength into a
leader depending entirely on God’s power.

Jesus, too, entered the wilderness for preparation. For 40 days, He faced hunger, thirst, and Satan’s
temptation (Matthew 4:1-11). When He emerged from that spiritual boot camp, He was ready to launch
His ministry with a crystal-clear purpose.

The wilderness strips away everything non-essential and refines what remains. It burns off self-reliance,
deepens faith, and aligns our hearts with God’s will. What feels like wasted time is actually sacred
preparation.

So, if you're struggling in the wilderness today, take heart. This isn’'t punishment, it's preparation. Rely
on God'’s provision, draw close in isolation, and trust Him to shape you into who He’s called you to be.

Your wilderness wandering has an expiration date, but the strength and intimacy with God you gain
there will last a lifetime. The wilderness may feel like the end of your story, but it's actually where your
next chapter begins.

Adapted from Erica Hale, a writer why Biblica. NIV Weekly Blog. All Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214, USA, October 7, 2025.
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SHENANDOAH CITY |

WIDE CLEAN-UP

SHENANDOAH UTILITY
CUSTOMERS ONLY

Oct 18 8a-3p

LOCATED AT SHENANDOAI SANITATION

1207 W. FERGUSON RD (712) 246-3350
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'H | VES.

PT Oil Wet Paint Tires TVs
This docql!\:r!‘w!:‘lcmwﬁ anaNpoIQ:!h‘al |snAlrc(e-n‘>e(d:) E:‘r: Qo);gE_QEFJD Batte ri es As beStOS Mon itors
Purchase a license o generate PDF files without this notice.

Be careful to follow every command | am giving you today, so
that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the
land the LORD promised on oath to your ancestors. Remember
how the LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness
these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what
was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his
commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then
feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors
had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone
but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.
Your clothes did not wear out, and your feet did not swell during
these forty years.

Deuteronomy 8:1-4

He Provides Manna
One Day=at a Time

When God provided the miraculous manna, he provided just enough. The description’s pretty precise.
Those who gathered a lot had nothing left over, and those who gathered a little had enough. Then he
gave them a curious command: “No one is to keep any of it until morning” (Exodus 16:19).

Why would God forbid leftovers? What's wrong with taking a little initiative and gathering enough manna
for a couple of days or weeks?


https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/manna-deut-8-3-one-day-at-a-time/%E2%80%9Dhttps:/www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+16%3A19&version=NIV%E2%80%9D
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Here’s my take on the manna miracle: The manna was a daily reminder of their daily dependence on
God. God wanted to cultivate their daily dependence by providing for their needs on a daily basis.

Nothing’s changed. We want a one-week or one-month, or one-year supply of God’s provision, but God
wants us to drop to our knees every day in raw dependence on him.

And God knows that if he provided too much too soon, we’d lose our spiritual hunger. He knows we’d
stop trusting in our Provider and start trusting in the provision.

Spiritual maturity is often confused with independence. It's the exact opposite. The goal is
codependence on God. God didn’t design us to “grow up” and be independent from him. Our desire for
self-sufficiency is a subtle expression of our sinful nature. It’s a desire to get to a place where we don’t
need God, don’t need faith, don’t need a local church home, and don'’t need to pray. We want God to
provide more, so we need him less. That’s just not the way it's supposed to work.

Adapted from the NIV Bible for Teen Guys. Article from “The Circle Maker Student by Mark Batterson with Parker Batterson, copyright 2012 by Mark
Batterson. NIV Weekly Blog. All Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214, USA, October 7, 2025

Dear Church Family,

Hosea 11:1-9 paints one of the most tender pictures of God’s love in
Ffom the all of Scripture. God speaks as a parent remembering a beloved
child—teaching them to walk, lifting them in strong arms, and healing
) their hurts. Even after Israel turns away, God’s heart aches with
Pastor 5 DeSk compassion: “How can | give you up?... My compassion grows warm
and tender.”

What a beautiful glimpse into the heart of God. We sometimes imagine God as distant or disappointed, but
Hosea reminds us that God’s love is deeply personal, even parental. When we wander, God'’s response is not
rejection but mercy. When we fail, God’s compassion rises again, warm and steady, and stronger than our
mistakes.

Each of us needs to hear that truth from time to time: you are held in the tender love of God. Nothing you
have done and nowhere you have gone can place you beyond that love’s reach.

This week, may you rest in the assurance that God’s heart toward you is kind, compassionate, and full of
grace. That love will never let you go.

Grace and peace,
Pastor David Clark
308-258-7749 (cell)
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POVERTY
SIMULATION
WORKSHOP
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Wednesday, November 12 4:00 - 6:00
Izaak Walton Lodge, Shenandoah

D tinyurl.com/povertytraining

Sponsored By: Thriving Families Alliance, Southwest lowa Families
Clarinda Community School District, Shenandoah Un ted Methodist Church




