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When Power Becomes a Thorn: A Warning from Micah 

Both hands are skilled in doing evil; the ruler demands gifts, the 
judge accepts bribes, the powerful dictate what they desire, they all 
conspire together. The best of them is like a brier, the most upright 
worse than a thorn hedge. The day God visits you has come; the 
day your watchmen sound the alarm. Now is the time of your 
confusion. 

Micah 7:3–4 

The final chapter of Micah paints a dim picture of Israel. The people 
couldn’t be trusted, but lay in wait to use, abuse, and destroy each 
other. 

Micah 7:3–4 tells us why this happened: poor leadership at the top. 
The rulers, princes and judges worked for kickbacks and bribes. 
They schemed how they could beat the system and better their own 
status. They expected the people to serve them instead of them 
serving the people. 

When leaders fail to practice servant leadership, inevitably they 
become self-serving. Without a compelling cause to better mankind, 
all leaders find a cause to serve their own interests. This self -service 
eventually becomes a thorn in their leadership. 

 Continued on page 2 

 

 

 Weekly Booster 

mailto:pastordavid@shen.church
mailto:office@shen.church
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/lessons-for-today-from-the-period-of-the-judges/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/jesus-definition-of-servant-leadership/


P a g e  2                                                                                                                                              June 28, 2026 

 

“Don’t be distracted by 

criticism. Remember, the only 

taste of success some people 

get is to take a bite out of 

you.” Zig Ziglar 

“Failure will nevwer overtake 

me if my determination to 

succeed is strong enough.” 

Og Mandino 

Reminders 
 

June 28th    
Sunday Service 9:00 a.m. 
No PK-6 S.S. & Jr/Sr High 

Men’s Breakfast – 8:00 a.m. 
                         

July 1st                                               
Praise Team – 4:00 p.m. 

No Bell or Chancel Choirs until fall 
Office open until 11:00 a.m. 

 
July 2nd                                                                 

T.O.P.S.  
 

July 5th  
Special Music 

Land of the Free – 9:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Assistant is  
needed each Sunday, 

sign up at the Welcome Center  
 

Meals-On-Wheels Deliveries 
Sign up at the Welcome Counter 

 
Fellowship Volunteers and treats 
needed, sign up in Fellowship Hall 

 

 

Micah- continued from page 1. 

As Responsibilities Increase, Rights Decrease 

Here is a principle that cuts against every natural instinct leaders 
have: the higher you rise, the more you owe. The more people who 
follow you, the more people you are called to serve. The world tells 
us that power is something to be accumulated and protected. But 
Jesus turned that idea completely upside down. 

The Old Testament uses several Hebrew terms that we translate as 
“servant,” each one presenting a slightly different picture of the 
heart of a servant. What can we learn from these terms? Plenty. 
Jesus forever linked leadership with servanthood (Matthew 20:25–
28): 

Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 
authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants 
to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” 

Notice what Jesus did not say. He didn’t say, “Try to be a little more 
helpful.” He didn’t offer a minor adjustment to the leadership models 
of his day. He issued a complete reversal. Greatness in 
the Kingdom of God is measured by how well you serve—not by 
how many serve you. 

Let’s take a moment to discover what we might learn about servant 
leadership from some of these ancient Hebrew words: 

1. Ebed: a love-slave or servant. This term describes someone 
who is at the complete disposal of another (Deuteronomy 15:12–18). 
Likewise, leaders must be at the disposal of the Lord and their 
people. 
2. Abad: one who gives up personal rights in order to work in 
the fields or tabernacle (Numbers 18:7, 23). In a similar way, 
leaders must sacrifice their rights and stay surrendered to the 
cause. 
 

3. Sakyir: a hired servant who works for pay, by day or by 
year (Leviticus 25:39–42). A leader must avoid the perspective of a 
“paid professional.”                                    Continued on page 6 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2020%3A25%E2%80%9328&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2020%3A25%E2%80%9328&version=NIV
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-is-the-kingdom-of-god/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2015%3A12%E2%80%9318&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%2018%3A7%2C%2023&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2025%3A39%E2%80%9342&version=NIV
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Volunteers Needed 

- . 

 

 

 

Church Ad Board Members 

Bob Lynn - Chair 
Mary Peterson - Secretary 
Darlene Howard – At-Large 
Roger Jones - Trustee 
Dave Christensen - SPRC 
Dan Weiss – 
Finance/Stewardship 
Dave Lashier - Treasurer 
Craig Harris - Lay Member to 
Annual Conference 
Connie Anderson - Memorials 

Linda Haldane - Membership 
David Clark - Pastor 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
** Children & Jr.-Sr. High 
Sunday School –  
PK-6 & Jr/Sr High  
resumes in the fall 
 
Wednesday 
Praise Team – 4:00 p.m. 
Bell Choir – again in fall 
Chancel Choir – in the fall 
 
The front door to the church 
will be locked during office 
hours. Please ring the 
doorbell to be let into the 
church. 

Monday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 
Tuesday 

9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Wednesday 
Office Closed 

Bible Study 11:00 
Thursday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Friday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Please continue to call in 
advance if you need to 
enter the church to make 
sure someone is in the 
office. If you reach the 
answering machine, 
please leave your name, 
number, and a brief 
message, and your call 
will be returned. Calls 
after 2:00 p.m. may be 
returned on the next 
business day. 
 
 

 

 
 

Who were the sons of 
Noah?  
 
a) Shem, Ham, Japheth 
b) Shem, Jered, 
Japheth 
c) Seth, Ham, Japheth 
d) Shen, Ham, Lamech 

Which prophet cried when he 
found out the evil Hazael 
would do to the people of 
Israel? 
 
a) Elijah 
b) Elisha 
c) Samuel 
d) David 
 
 

In which city were the disciples 
called Christians for the first 
time? 
 
a) Jerusalem 
b) Antioch 
c) Joppa 
d) Jericho 
 
Check page 4 for answers from  
the previous week.     

 
28th – Josh & Laura Bowen, Brent & Lesley 
Ehlers 
29th – LuAnn Armstrong, Chris & Amy 
Gardner 
30th – Lois Anderson, Amy Gardner, Drew 
Morelock 
3rd – Paul Anderson 
4th – Phyllis Scott 

**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added? Please call the 
office or send an email to office@shen.church  

  

  

mailto:office@shen.church
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Shenandoah First United 

Methodist Church 

200 Church St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 

 
Phone 712-246-2081 

 
Church E-mail 

office@shen.church 
 

Same address – a new look at 
https://shen.church 

 

 

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/ 

 

 

 

United Methodist Church, 

Shenandoah, IA 

https://www.facebook.com/meth

odist.church.shenandoah 

 

Services are now on our YouTube 
channel only.   
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams 

 
*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford 

 
Call to Worship 

Leader: Somedays we ask, “How long, O Lord?” 
People: We know that you will not forget us. 
L: Look to us with ever faithful love. 
P: Restore our sight, that we might see you in our midst. 
L: Trust in God’s faithful love. 
P: Yes, our hearts rejoice, and we will sing, because God has been 
good to us. 
 

“A New Covenant” 
 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 9:8-17 

 
Songs  

Great Is Thy Faithfulness #140 
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus #2129 

Standing on Promises #534 
Step by Step #3004 

 
Last Week’s Attendance  

In-Person Worship – 77 

Online Worship – 20 

 
 

Our Vision: 

“Growing as disciples of Jesus while connecting with others and 
serving our community.” 

 

Answers for June 21st are b) King of kings a) Job b) Land of Nod 
Quiz hints – Q1) Genesis Q2) 2 Kings Q3) Acts 

 

 

https://shen.church/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah


P a g e  5                                                                                                                                              June 28, 2026 

July 2026 
Hamburger, Tuna, and Chicken Helpers, Spices and Condiments, 
Sweet Potatoes (canned), Pasta (any kind), Spaghetti Noodles, 
Pineapple, Cinnamon Applesauce, Cookie and Muffin Mixes, 
Cereal, Macaroni & Cheese, Toilet Paper, Bar Soap. 
 

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on foot. They are then forced to 
walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several pounds of food. Southwest Iowa Transit, for a very reasonable 
fee of $5.00, will take individuals home with their food items. If you are interested in helping pay for these 
fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you would like to give) in a plain envelope and add it to your donated 
food items. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Community Food Pantry.  We exist totally on donations; 
we couldn’t assist those in need without your help! 

If you or anyone who would be interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, please have them contact 
Jeannine K. Liljedahl at 712-215-2488. 

 

 
 
 
As our Chancel and Bell Choirs prepare for a well-deserved 
summer intermission, the stage is open and waiting for you! 
 
We are looking for talented individuals or groups to fill our 
sanctuary with "Special Music" during the summer months. 
Whether you are a soloist, part of an ensemble, or play an 
instrument, this is your moment to share your gift with our 
community. 
 
If you’re ready to share your talent or have a 
recommendation, please contact the office. We are 
currently developing our summer schedule and would love to 
include you in our lineup. 
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Micah- continued from page 2. 

4. Sharath: someone who will perform menial tasks to accomplish an overall goal (Exodus 28:35–
43). Leaders must do whatever it takes to serve the mission. 

The Question We All Must Answer 

The leaders in Micah’s day had answers for everything—except the most important question: Who am I 
here to serve? They filled their own storehouses while the people suffered. They built their own 
reputations while justice crumbled. And God noticed. 

He always does. 

The good news for us is that we don’t have to follow their example. The leaders of Israel in Micah’s time 
chose the path of self-interest, and it cost them everything. As Christians, we are called to choose 
differently. We have Jesus, who modeled it perfectly. On the night he was betrayed, Jesus wrapped a 
towel around his waist, knelt on the floor, and washed the feet of twelve ordinary men. The King of Kings 
took the posture of the lowest household servant. 

If our Lord could wash His disciples’ feet as a lowly  sharath, then how could we frown at becoming 
an ebed? 

Drawn from content by John C. Maxwell in the NIV Maxwell Leadership Bible. 

Adapted from content by John C. Maxwell in the NIV Maxwell Leadership Bible. NIV Weekly Blog. All 
Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN  37214, USA, June 22, 2026. 

 

 
To help us all connect names with faces, please remember to 
wear your name tag each Sunday. This is also the perfect 
time to get back into the habit as we prepare to welcome our 
new pastor, Pastor Oliver Fabros. Wearing your tag will be a 
huge help to our new pastor as they work to learn everyone’s 
name. 

You can find your tag hanging by the three wooden doors or 
just inside the chapel door. 

If you don't have one or need a replacement, please contact 
the office. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2028%3A35%E2%80%9343&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2028%3A35%E2%80%9343&version=NIV
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/god-of-justice-verses-found-in-the-bible/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/jesus-teaching-on-servant-leadership/
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“Land of the Free”, a musical celebration of God and 
Country  

Church Special Music on Sunday, July 5th.  

Get ready to wave those flags and show your patriotism to the greatest 

country on earth- America. A place where people treasure freedom and 

are willing to stand up and fight for it, and a nation thankful to God for 

the privilege of being Americans. 

Land of the Free is a patriotic musical that weaves narration and familiar 

songs into a tribute to faith, freedom, and national heritage. A full choir 

of our local community members will present this musical containing 

some of your favorite patriotic songs and hymns. Two original songs, 

“Land of the Free” and “America, Bless God” are included and will leave 

you inspired as part of this half-hour cantata. 

In celebration of our Great Nation’s 250th birthday, join with your fellow Americans this year as we let freedom 

ring in the Land of the Free. A free performance will be held on July 3 at 8 pm at the dome in Sportsman’s 

Park before the fireworks display. 
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Samson - Villain or Hero? 

Name: Samson 

Meaning of name: Distinguished 

Ancestry and family life: Samson was a Danite, the 
son of Manoah from the city of Zorah. His mother was 
barren. But the angel of the Lord (pre-incarnate Christ) 
appeared to her twice (the second time both of his 

parents were there). The angel of the Lord told them they would have a son and that this son was to be 
dedicated from the Lord from the time he was in the womb. 

When and where he lived: Samson judged Israel from about 1085 to 1065 B.C. He lived in a chaotic time in 
which there was no king over Israel. Each person did what was right in their own eyes (normally evil!). The 
people followed a general pattern. First they would follow God. Then they would turn to idols and be enslaved. 
Then they would cry out to God. God would then raise up a judge to save them. For a while Israel would 
follow God and then they would turn to idols again. During Samson’s lifetime the people were slaves of the 
Philistines for forty years. 

Events surrounding birth: The events surrounding Samson’s birth were amazing and miraculous. The angel 
of the Lord appeared to his parents, told them they would have a son, and commanded Samson’s mother 
regarding dietary restrictions. This is one of several instances in the Bible where God blessed a couple who 
were barren and allowed them to have a child (Sarah, Hannah, Elizabeth). Normally when an angel made a 
special visit to a couple and miraculously let them have a child the child was used of God to accomplish a 
great purpose. This is true of Samson. 

Training and occupation: 

Place in history: Samson had a number of weaknesses, but God used him just as He used Jonah. When 
Samson came on the scene Israel was enslaved to the Philistines. God used Samson to free Israel and bring 
them out of bondage. 

Special traits: Samson’s outstanding trait was his amazing strength. See Judges 14:6, Judges 14:19, 15:12-
15, 16:3, 16:29-30. (Name some of Samson’s feats of strength) 

Weaknesses: Samson had several weaknesses. 

1. Lust (14: 9, 14:2-3, 7)- Lust plagued Samson all his life. He just did what looked good to him at the 
moment. His main concern was pleasing his flesh even if it meant breaking God’s law. Eating the 
honey, marrying the foreign unbeliever, going into the harlot, and then Delilah are all examples of 
Samson’s lust. (Give examples of Samson’s lust. What was the result?). In the end this lusting proved 

https://sendy.studyandobey.com/l/Q7wTcGHcLdIZu892F6wAP0Ng/IkKZM0J9YuuGWzS7Bkv7xA/Te3tREvcuHwK3pcqGVqUTA
https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/hannah-character-study/
https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/jonah-character-study/
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to be Samson’s downfall. His wife was not godly and caused him continued pain and distress. His 
riddle was guessed and his secret to strength was made known because of his lust and unconcern for 
God’s law. 

2. Foolish/acted on instinct- Samson was not a wise man. He didn’t consider carefully the result of his 
actions. He didn’t concern himself with the future, caring only for the moment. Often he didn’t look to 
God for help or wisdom, relying on his own strength and will. 

Strengths: 

1. Courage- There is no doubt Samson was courageous. He single-handedly fought an entire nation and 
freed an entire country. Samson was not afraid to fight any amount of people because he knew the 
Lord was with him. In the end he gave his life fighting God’s battle. 

2. Faith- When Samson did mighty acts it was because the Spirit of the Lord came on Him. See Judges 
15:18-19. The end of his life was also his greatest act of faith. He had been weakened and his eyes 
had been gouged out. He was a prisoner and was being made a mocker of. But he turned to the Lord 
one last time for help and because of his great faith accomplished a great feat (16:28-30). He is 
mentioned in the Hall of Faith (Heb 11:32, 34). 

Important acts and events: Killing thirty Philistines (14:19), torching the fields with three-hundred foxes 
(15:4-5), killing one thousand Philistines (15:14-15), bringing down the house with 3000 Philistines on the roof 
plus all inside (16:26-30). 

How he died: Samson was finally captured by the Philistines because he gave in to the pestering of Delilah. 
They gouged out his eyes and worked at a grinder in prison (16:21). After some time they brought Samson 
out to make sport of him. He prayed for one last moment of strength and pushed the pillars, committing 
suicide while killing more than 3000 Philistines (16:26-30). 

Lessons from his life: 

1. Just as we learned from Jonah, God can use anyone to serve Him. Samson was fleshly, yet he did 
believe in and serve God. God used him in a mighty way. Just as Samson was willing to be used by 
God, we need to be to. A person full of faith can accomplish much! 

2. See Exodus 23:33. God warned the Israelites many times that they should drive out the pagan nations 
from the land or they would be ensnared by them. Samson is a classic example of this. Though he had 
great faith he could not overcome the temptations around him. The proximity of temptation day after 
day caused him to fall into sin. Delilah’s endless nagging and teasing is much like temptation. So what 
lesson is there to learn from this? We need to separate ourselves from temptations and not listen to it. 
Samson fell because he listened to Delilah day after day. 
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3. Lust is a very dangerous temptation. Satan uses it to bring down great leaders and men full of faith. It 
is relentless. Though it may bring temporary satisfaction the final result is destruction of the one who 
gives in to it. God warns believers of this continually throughout the Bible and we would be wise to 
distance ourselves from tempting situations, pray to God for strength, memorize Scripture to combat it, 
etc. (2 Tim 2:22). 

4. Marrying or yoking ourselves with an unbeliever will also have bad consequences. There will be 
tension and a pull between the two sides. Normally the unbeliever wins out and turns the believer 
away from God. 

5. God watches over His people and carries out His plans. Israel was enslaved to the Philistines, but God 
planned to use Samson to free them, even from before he was born. God’s sovereignty is so absolute 
He can even work through our sins and weaknesses to accomplish His will. 

Adapted from Study and Obey, Jason Dexter 182 Queen Victoria Ave Saint Johns, FL 32259, May 24, 2026. 

 

 


