
                                                                                                                                                                                  
November 16, 2025 

Shenandoah First United Methodist Church 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor 

David B. Clark 
pastordavid@shen.church  

 
Office Manager 

Jeff Hiser 
office@shen.church 

 
Pianist 

Terry Stafford 
 

Bells & Choir Directors 
Dan & Linnea Shook 

 
Multimedia & Website 

Jeff Hiser 
 

Sunday Media Booth 
Alan Hutchison 

 Jeff Hiser 
 

Sunday Facebook Host 
Craig Harris,  

 
Facebook Contributors 

Pastor David B. Clark,  
Barb Cunningham,  

Craig Harris, Jeff Hiser 
 

Sunday Praise Team 
Terry Stafford, Linda Haldane, 
Margaret Brady, Deb Finlay, 

Jeff Hiser, Pastor David   
 

Our Vision: Growing as 
disciples of Jesus while 
connecting with others and 
serving our community. 

 

 

 

 
 

Out of the Darkness and Into the Light 
 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9 

The Experience of Darkness 

Have you ever experienced a power outage at night? 

Those first moments can be unsettling. In an instant, what once 
brought ease and comfort disappears into the shadows. Familiar 
walls and objects become stumbling blocks, and every step feels 
uncertain. Fear creeps in, and suddenly, you feel vulnerable from 
every angle. 

Life can feel the same way. Even as people of faith, we sometimes 
find ourselves in seasons of deep darkness. This darkness can 
come in various ways, whether through our own doing (e.g., 
disobedience, addiction, or complacency), through unexpected 
suffering, or when life weighs us down. At its worst, it becomes a pit 
of miry clay, and fighting our way out on our own feels nearly 
impossible. 

The Enemy’s Trap 

Scripture reminds us that we have a real enemy. Satan seeks to 
keep us trapped by convincing us we lack the power or authority to 
escape.                                      Continued on page 2 

 

 

 Weekly Booster 

mailto:pastordavid@shen.church
mailto:office@shen.church
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/choosing-faith-over-fear/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/ready-to-meet-you-in-your-mayhem/
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“People often say the 

motivation doesn’t last. Well, 

neither does bathing-that’s 

why we recommend it daily.” 

Zig Ziglar 

“I am so clever that sometimes 

I don’t understand a single 

word of what I am saying.” 

Oscar Wilde 

Reminders 
 

November 16th   
Sunday Service 9:00 a.m. 

PK-6 S.S. during the message 
Jr/Sr High S.S. – 10:30 a.m. 
Men’s Breakfast – 8:00 a.m. 

 
November 18th                

Mat Making (Loom Room) 1:00 p.m. 
 

November 19th                                
Bible Study – 11:00 a.m. 
Praise Team - 4:00 p.m. 
Bell Choir – 4:30 p.m. 

Chancel Choir – 5:30 p.m. 
 

November 21st                                                     
T.O.P.S.  

 
Meals-On-Wheels Deliveries 

Sign up at the Welcome Counter 
 

** Fellowship Volunteers and treats 
needed, sign up in Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

Darkness - continued from page 1. 

He’ll have you believe your past will always define you and that your 
efforts in overcoming them are futile. Yet his power only lies in 
smoke and mirrors. Though the darkness may seem deep, 
engulfing, and suffocating, it has no real hold on you. 

The truth is that the strength needed to overcome is not found in our 
striving but in our surrender. The more we lean into God’s presence, 
the more we discover what Apostle Paul declared, “I can do all this 
through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). And even 
when we feel too weak, the name of Jesus gives us victory, for His 
strength is made perfect in our weakness and in Him, we are more 
than conquerors. 

The Power of the Light 

Think about the relief when the power suddenly returns after a 
blackout. The room regains its familiarity, and what once felt 
threatening is now harmless. That’s what happens when Christ’s 
light floods our lives. Obstacles lose their power, and fear that once 
gripped us dissolves. As the psalmist declares, “The LORD is my 
light and my salvation. Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 
stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1). 

Paul also reminds us in Ephesians 5 that we were once in darkness, 
but now we are light in the Lord. That shift in identity calls us to “live 
as children of light” (v. 8), reflecting God’s goodness, righteousness, 
and truth in our daily lives. The passage urges us to expose the 
fruitless deeds of darkness, not by shaming ourselves, but by 
allowing Christ’s light to reveal and transform. It ends with a wake-
up call: “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine 
on you” (v. 14).  In other words, we are invited not only to step out of 
darkness, but to live awake and alert, and to radiate the presence of 
Christ. 

So, ask yourself: What’s holding me back? 

• If it’s your mind, renew it in Christ. 
• If it’s your habits, change them through His strength.  
• If it’s your circumstances, ask and trust God to transform 

them. 

Continued on page 8 

https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/feeling-the-presence-of-god-in-your-life/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/key-terms-salvation-in-bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog111025
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A8&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog111025
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/faith-in-the-goodness-of-god/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A14&version=NIV?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog111025
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Volunteers Needed 

- . 

 

 

 

Church Ad Board Members 

Michelle Morelock - Chair 
Mary Peterson - Secretary 
Margaret Brady - Vice Chair & 
Trustee 
Roger Jones - Trustee 
Bob Lynn - SPRC 
Barb Lundgren - Finance 
Dave Lashier - Treasurer 
Craig Harris - Lay Member to 
Annual Conference 
Connie Anderson - Memorials 

Linda Haldane - Membership 
David Clark - Pastor 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
** Children & Jr.-Sr. High 
Sunday School –  
Starting September 7th. 
PK-6 during service  
Jr/Sr High 10:30 a.m. 
 
Wednesday 
Praise Team – 4:00 p.m. 
Bell Choir – 4:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir – 5:30 p.m. 
 
The front door to the church 
will be locked during office 
hours. Please ring the 
doorbell to be let in the 
church. 

Monday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 
Tuesday 

9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Wednesday 
Office Closed 

Bible Study 11:00 
Thursday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Friday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Please continue to call in 
advance if you need to 
enter the church to make 
sure someone is in the 
office. If you reach the 
answering machine, 
please leave your name, 
number, and a brief 
message, and your call 
will be returned. Calls 
after 2:00 p.m. may be 
returned on the next 
business day. 
 
 

 

 
 

Who tied a scarlet cord 
in their window to 
ensure no harm would 
come to them when 
Israel attacked? 
 
a) Leah 
b) Michal 
c) Rahab 
d) Abigail 
 
 

How many goats were 
offered as a sin offering 
during the dedication of the 
house of God in the book of 
Ezra? 
 
a) 3 goats 
b) 7 goats 
c) 9 goats 
d) 12 goats 
 
 

How many times did Noah 
release birds before leaving 
the ark? 
 
a) twice 
b) three times 
c) four times 
d) five times 

 
Check page 4 for answers from  
the previous week.     

16th – Jack Murren, Jimmy John Scott 
18th – Jason Manrose, Heidi Williams 
19th – Griffin Howard 
20th – Dennis Christiansen, Eldon 
Manchester 
22nd – Sharon Fox 
 
 

 
 

**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added? Please call 
the office or send an email to office@shen.church 
 
 

mailto:office@shen.church
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Shenandoah First United 

Methodist Church 

200 Church St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 

 
Phone 712-246-2081 

 
Church E-mail 

office@shen.church 
 

Same address – a new look at 
https://shen.church 

 

 

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/ 

 

 

 

United Methodist Church, 

Shenandoah, IA 

https://www.facebook.com/meth

odist.church.shenandoah 

 

Services are now on our YouTube 
channel only.   
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams 

 
 
 

 

*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford 

 
Call to Worship 

Leader: Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God. 
People: We come to worship the One whose love knows no end. 
L: God love was revealed among us in Jesus Christ. 
P: We gather to remember his life, his mercy, his way of love. 
L: No one has ever seen God. 
P: But when we love one another, God’s presences is made visible. 
 

“Beloved, Let Us Love One Another” 
 

Scripture Reading: 1 John 4:7-21
 

Songs  
For the Healing of the Nations #428 

Forever #3023 
The Servant Song #2222 

 
Last Week’s Attendance  

In-Person Worship – 85 

Online Worship – 14 

Our Vision: 

“Growing as disciples of Jesus while connecting with others and 
serving our community.” 

 

Answers for Nov 9th are b) Mary and Martha a) Baruch d) Samuel 
Quiz hints – Q1) Joshua Q 2) Ezra Q3) 1 Genesis 

 
 
 
 

 

https://shen.church/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
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2025 

Spaghetti Sauce and Pasta (any type), Chili, Chunky Style Soup, 
Mandarin Oranges, Green Beans, Corn, Spinach, Sauerkraut, Beets, 
Gravy Packets, Potato Flakes, Soda, Graham and Snack Crackers, 
Brownie, Cake, Muffin and Cookie Mixes, Hot Chocolate Mix, Microwave 

Popcorn, Dish and Laundry Soap. 

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on foot. They are then forced to 
walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several pounds of food. Southwest Iowa Transit, for a very 
reasonable fee of $5.00, will take individuals home with their food items. If you are interested in helping pay 
for these fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you would like to give) in a plain envelope and add it to your 
donated food items. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Community Food Pantry.  We exist totally on 
donations; we couldn’t assist those in need without your help! 
 
If you or anyone who would be interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, please have them contact 
Jeannine K. Liljedahl at 712-215-2488. 

 
 

Each of you should GIVE what you have decided in YOUR HEART to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for GOD LOVES a cheerful 
GIVER.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
The Noisy Offering is one more way to do ministry for those in need and 
teach your children the importance of giving and serving. Each Sunday, a 
new opportunity for mission giving will take place after the Children’s 
Message. Sunday School students will walk around the congregation, 
collecting your loose coins and currency in their colorful metal pails. This 
would be a good time to clean out the loose change from your pockets or 
purse. The money donated in November will go to the Adopt-A-Family. 
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We are ready to take your orders for poinsettias to help decorate the sanctuary for the 

Christmas season. If you are interested in purchasing one “In Honor of” or “In Memory 

of,” please fill out a POINSETTIA ORDER FORM that is located on the Welcome 

Center information desk or attached to the booster. Each poinsettia is $17.00. 

Please put your prepaid check or cash and order form in the envelope provided 

with the form and place it in the wooden offering boxes. We encourage you to 

order early (only 30 poinsettias were ordered) and appreciate your kindness in helping 

make our sanctuary colorful for the Christmas season. 

 

Over 33 years ago, there was a dream of all community families 
having a happy and healthy holiday and through some 
brainstorming the Adopt-A-Family project began. Our church will 
provide a local family in need with a brighter holiday with gifts 
appropriate for their age or need. No adult information will be 
given; this way, we can help the children in more families. This 
year, we will be able to ask for contributions of money in the 
Mission Cans as we have done before. The mission Cans are 
placed on top of the wooden offering boxes and just inside the 
middle set of the sanctuary doors. As soon as the Adopt-A-Family 
committee contacts the church regarding the size of the family 
and items on their wish list, that information will be listed in the 
Booster. Thanks for your ongoing support for this important 
community project.  

 

 

Join us for the annual Harvest Dinner 

on Sunday, November 23rd after the 

Hanging of the Greens. The meat and 

potatoes will be furnished. You are 

asked to bring a side dish and your 

own table setting. This is a free will 

donation. Mark your calendar! 
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The Christmas season is fast approaching, and we have two 
wonderful opportunities for you to share the joy of the season 
through caroling! Both nights are open to anyone who would like to 
participate. 

1. "Night the Lights Come On" Downtown Caroling 

When: Saturday, November 29th 
What: We've been invited to be a part of the downtown festivities 
for "Night the Lights Come On." 
To Participate: If you would like to join the group caroling that 
evening, please contact the church office as soon as possible. 
 

2. Annual Church Christmas Caroling 

When: Sunday, December 14th 
What: This is our traditional annual caroling night, sharing the Christmas spirit with our community. 
Details: This event is open to everyone! More information regarding the time and location will be announced 
soon. 
 
We look forward to making a joyful noise with you this Christmas season! 

 



P a g e  8                                                                                                                                                  November 16, 2025 

 

 

 

 
 



P a g e  9                                                                                                                                                  November 16, 2025 

Darkness - continued from page 2. 

The Hope of Freedom 

God calls us to live in freedom, not bondage. “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is freedom” (2 Corinthians 3:17). 

He wants you to live in joy, peace, and abundance. He longs to comfort you in your weakest and darkest 
hour, and He understands your pain. Jesus Himself endured the deepest darkness on the cross, 
abandoned by the world, so that we would never be abandoned by God.  

He has not left you helpless. In fact, He has never left you at all. Therefore, you are not a victim. You are 
a child of the Living King and have a seat at the table of the Most High. So, show the darkness who’s 
boss and experience the freedom of basking in God’s brilliant presence.  

If you find yourself here today and you’re not yet a believer, this invitation is for you: “Taste and see that 
the LORD is good” (Psalm 34:8). Ask God to come into your heart. Acknowledge the darkness you’ve 
walked in, and declare that Jesus is King over your life. From this moment forward, give Him full 
authority to lead you. It’s only in Him that we can experience true freedom from darkness. 

Adapted from the NIV Telos Bible. NIV Weekly Blog. All Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN  37214, USA, October 27, 2025. 

 

 
 

https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-bible-tells-us-about-freedom/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/peace-that-passes-understanding-philippians-4-6-7/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-does-it-mean-to-be-a-christian/
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For people who have lost loved ones, the holiday 

season can be especially difficult. With the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays rapidly 

approaching, if you or someone you know has lost a 

loved one, you might be wondering how you are 

going to make it through these days without them. 

Grief Share is available to help those who are hurting 

find hope and encouragement. A two-hour seminar is 

planned at Christ Point Baptist Church on Saturday, 

November 22, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to noon. Christ 

Point Baptist Church is located at 602 Maple St, 

Shenandoah, Iowa. Come meet with others who have 

lost loved ones, watch a 35-minute video that gives 

helpful ideas to get through (and perhaps even enjoy) 

the holiday season, have a time of discussion (participation is voluntary), and receive a book with additional 

helpful information. There is no charge for this event. For more information go to 

www.griefshare.org/holidays . If you are interested in Grief Share but do not live near Shenandoah, go to 

www.griefshare.org and click on "Find a Group" to learn of Grief Share groups that might be close to you. In 

addition to the Surviving the Holidays seminar, Grief Share offers a 13-week series that deals more in depth 

with the subject of working through the grieving process. 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.griefshare.org%2Fholidays%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdzdHN3U3Nm9VNTFHNWNaRHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5G-SBjOso4YPfNO0E0LKK4f-WRbxZ1_Y90ZqVuWfLVOeYKS7XFD_UaY7zoyQ_aem_W1vV8lQMmOfXj2fALiJxjQ&h=AT13pQwrs0EEEcQ7szsuEuc5VYNAFsxiM0tH46VwJrofetpbMGjEsIvJUqHt9BXruAZCxTdH0TdX69gA4zKd8pLPW1ajE4hnuzw5xMatajMbNdKo-P--YQPW_GunBnEzS3EGSQNr-2xJSdDL&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1TMCSXBsVy5IvRfbf1-AZOjyagq-wdFUl4M68bHbWjlhQu68O96AFzpCp2SGd1SVaL0SiFMuh4hn3B2mn7u7iNtqZOg-0rnJp0bTBping_eBBaIqwJMCB8Jv7CAjQ5w0z4-4iuCqs6ZcGL3qdG_Q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.griefshare.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdzdHN3U3Nm9VNTFHNWNaRHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7EpGPDiS-YCJIAab7KmXPE51F2WtccnoCdXAjzb-9iEoDQjkF0EBp_ukZnlw_aem_co1SLaa2TjgRGEumWlDz6Q&h=AT3zFysVoATTdjjm5hUdN96uZCUr-DjStHXhW-3wzlrGhdRb4Xok1e27x1lBsWLRAAxT-lrnv8juhp9nyaF0ZqiG8AY6zgeUSwBKX5u1XAzeAd9k3ogxST-LUop-PkEh7smUEA6GnluSeW8T&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1TMCSXBsVy5IvRfbf1-AZOjyagq-wdFUl4M68bHbWjlhQu68O96AFzpCp2SGd1SVaL0SiFMuh4hn3B2mn7u7iNtqZOg-0rnJp0bTBping_eBBaIqwJMCB8Jv7CAjQ5w0z4-4iuCqs6ZcGL3qdG_Q


P a g e  11                                                                                                                                                  November 16, 2025 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 

• Deadline: Food items must be 
brought to the church by this 
coming Sunday, November 
16th. 

• Donation Options: 
 
o You can purchase and drop 

items off from the list. 
o If you don't have time to 

shop, you may send a 
monetary donation to the 
church or drop it off at the 
church office. 

o Monetary donations made 
this coming Sunday should 
be placed in the offering 
box and clearly marked for 
the Thanksgiving Food 
Drive. 

 

Thankfulness is an attitude of heart and mind that expresses itself 
in speech and action. Most of us have experienced ingratitude 
from another at some time in our lives, and such an experience is 
less than satisfying. Have you ever done something for someone, 
only to be received with little or no appreciation, or complete 
unconcern? Kind of makes it hard to want to rush to do another 
favor, doesn’t it? 

I often wonder how God feels at His creation’s ingratitude. How many have felt God’s sunshine, breathed 
God’s air, been blessed with God’s rain, and yet never stopped to think of – or thank – the Creator of all 
such? Many, I’m sure, never give a thought to God, though they are here by God’s grace and live by God’s 
favor. What ingrates we humans can be. 

Even more, think about the greatest gift God has conferred upon man: the gift of His Son Jesus. Yet many go 
through life, day in and day out, without ever acknowledging this great gift. The Bible says, “For when we 
were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one 
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die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die: But God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6-8). 

When we were undeserving, when we were yet enemies of God, the Father, in infinite love, gave His Son to 
die on our behalf. God’s lovely and innocent Son paid a debt we owed, took upon Himself a penalty we 
deserved, and accepted punishment for transgressions we had committed. And this beneficent sacrifice was 
motivated by great, matchless, unbounded and unearned love from God toward us: 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

Not just this time of year, but at every season we should be always thankful, always grateful, always 
appreciative, to our great God. 

Adapted from John M. Brown, Flatwoods Church of Christ, Flatwoods, KY, Thankfulness. All Rights Reserved, November 2018, Vol. 37, No.11. 

 

 

 

 
 
On Sunday, 30th the St. Cecilia Choir will be 
performing their 95th Annual Christmas Vespers. 
This year they will perform in Hamburg at the First 
Baptist Church starting at 2:00 p.m. and in Sidney 
at United Faith Church starting at 4:30 p.m. 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God.” (1 John 
4:7) 
 
This simple, beautiful command lies at the heart of our faith. John 
reminds us that love isn’t just something God does; it’s who God is. 
When we love others, we’re participating in the very life of God. 
 

But this isn’t always easy. Love takes patience when others frustrate us. It takes courage when reconciliation 
feels impossible. It takes grace when the world around us rewards anger, blame, and division. Yet John 
insists that our love for others is how God’s love becomes visible in the world: “No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God lives in us.” 
 
That means our everyday choices—how we speak to one another, how we treat a neighbor in need, how we 
listen and forgive—are sacred. They’re acts of worship just as real as any prayer or hymn. 
 
This week, let’s look for small ways to make love visible: a kind word, a patient response, a humble act of 
service. In doing so, we not only draw nearer to one another, we draw nearer to God, whose compassion and 
mercy never run out. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 
Pastor David Clark 
308-258-7749 (cell) 


