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What Joseph’s Story Teaches About Trusting God’s Plan 

Joseph’s story in the book of Genesis is one of the most powerful 
examples in the Bible of an individual trusting God’s plan through 
extreme difficulty and hardship.  

Joseph’s life—marked by betrayal, suffering, and ultimate redemption of 
an individual who held a key role in God’s plan for his people—did more 
than shape Joseph’s own future. It preserved the nation of Israel, 
fulfilled God’s promises, and continues to offer practical lessons for 
Christians today. 

Joseph’s Betrayal and Suffering: Trusting God in Hardship 

Joseph’s trials began with deep betrayal from his own family. His 
brothers, jealous of their father’s obvious favor for his youngest son 
Joseph, “stripped him of his robe… and threw him into the 
cistern” (Genesis 37:23–24). Soon after, convinced by their brother 
Judah’s appeal to spare Joseph’s life, the brothers agreed to sell him 
into slavery (Genesis 37:28). As they watched the Ishmaelites carry him 
away, they thought they had effectively removed him from his home 
and future. They imagined that their “problem” was solved. 

After this, Joseph continued to suffer. Taken as a slave to Egypt, he 
had to cope with life in a foreign land. Though he served faithfully and 
was well liked by his owner Potiphar, Joseph was falsely accused by 
Potiphar’s wife and imprisoned (Genesis 39:20).  

 Continued on page 2 

 

 

 Weekly Booster 

mailto:pastoroliver@shen.church
mailto:office@shen.church
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/who-god-is-in-book-of-genesis/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/story-of-job-in-the-bible-insights-on-suffering/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2037%3A23-24&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2037%3A28&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2039%3A20&version=NIV
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“The only place where success 

comes before work is in the 

dictionary.” Vidal Sassoon 

“Today’s accomplishments 

were yesterday’s 

impossibilities.” 

Robert H. Schuller 

Reminders 
 

July 12th  
Sunday Service 9:00 a.m. 
No PK-6 S.S. & Jr/Sr High 

Communion Sunday 
                         

July 15th                                               
Praise Team – 4:00 p.m. 

No Bell or Chancel Choirs until fall 
 

July 16th                                                                 
T.O.P.S.  

 
Men’s Breakfast – July 19th  

 
Worship Assistant is  
needed each Sunday, 

sign up at the Welcome Center  
 

Meals-On-Wheels Deliveries 
Sign up at the Welcome Counter 

 
Fellowship Volunteers and treats 
needed, sign up in Fellowship Hall 

 

 

Joseph- continued from page 1. 

And although he was also found useful in prison, being given many 
responsibilities by the captain of the guard, he was forgotten by those 
he had helped—those who could have helped him: “The chief 
cupbearer… did not remember Joseph; he forgot him” (Genesis 40:23). 

Despite years of injustice, Joseph never abandoned his faith. His story 
reminds believers that trusting God doesn’t mean avoiding hardship; 
rather, it means remaining faithful to God’s purposes through 
whatever difficulties may come. 

How Joseph Preserved Israel and Fulfilled God’s Plan 

Joseph’s faithfulness positioned him for God’s greater purpose. 
Scripture emphasizes, “The Lord was with [Joseph] and … gave him 
success in everything he did” (Genesis 39:2–3). 

After a series of events in which Joseph was given the opportunity to 
interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, Joseph rose to power in Egypt (Genesis 
41:14–16, 41). From his lofty position as second-in-command under the 
Egyptian Pharaoh, Joseph prepared the nation of Egypt for the severe 
famine predicted in Pharaoh’s dream. When the famine spread 
throughout the region, Joseph’s own family came to Egypt seeking 
food—leading to their survival. 

Joseph later revealed God’s perspective on his suffering to his brothers 
in one of the most startling stories in the book of Genesis. Joseph met 
with his brothers, the ones who had betrayed him and sold him into 
slavery, and 

Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what 
is now being done, the saving of many lives.  So then, don’t be afraid. I 
will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and 
spoke kindly to them (Genesis 50:19–20). 

Through Joseph: 

• The family of Jacob, the people of Israel, survived a severe 
famine.  

• The family of Jacob settled in Egypt, benefitting directly from the 
influence of Joseph.  

• After they migrated, the people thrived in the land of Egypt: “Now 
the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen. They 
acquired property there and were fruitful and increased greatly in 
number” (Genesis 47:27).            Continued on page 6 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2040%3A23&version=NIV
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/psalm-40-blessings-from-obedience-during-difficult-times/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/great-commissioning-our-purpose-on-earth/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2039%3A2%E2%80%933&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2041%3A14%E2%80%9316%2C%2041&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2041%3A14%E2%80%9316%2C%2041&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2050%3A19%E2%80%9320&version=NIV
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Volunteers Needed 

- . 

 

 

 

Church Ad Board Members 

Bob Lynn - Chair 
Mary Peterson - Secretary 
Darlene Howard – At-Large 
Roger Jones - Trustee 
Dave Christensen - SPRC 
Dan Weiss – 
Finance/Stewardship 
Dave Lashier - Treasurer 
Craig Harris - Lay Member to 
Annual Conference 
Connie Anderson - Memorials 

Linda Haldane - Membership 
Oliver Fabros - Pastor 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
** Children & Jr.-Sr. High 
Sunday School –  
PK-6 & Jr/Sr High  
resumes in the fall 
 
Wednesday 
Praise Team – 4:00 p.m. 
Bell Choir – again in fall 
Chancel Choir – in the fall 
 
The front door to the church 
will be locked during office 
hours. Please ring the 
doorbell to be let into the 
church. 

Monday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 
Tuesday 

9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Wednesday 
Office Closed 

Bible Study 11:00 
Thursday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Friday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Please continue to call in 
advance if you need to 
enter the church to make 
sure someone is in the 
office. If you reach the 
answering machine, 
please leave your name, 
number, and a brief 
message, and your call 
will be returned. Calls 
after 2:00 p.m. may be 
returned on the next 
business day. 
 
 

 

 
 

Who saw two olive trees 
to the left and right side 
of a golden lampstand?  
 
a) Joshua 
b) Gideon 
c) Rehoboam 
d) Zechariah 

How many sons did Jesse, 
the father of David have? 
 
a) 3 
b) 5 
c) 7 
d) 8 
 
Check page 4 for answers from  
the previous week.     

What did the leprous person 
have to shout when he was 
leaving? 
 
a) out of my way! 
b) unclean, unclean! 
c) spare me some alms! 
d) leave me alone! 
 

  

12th – Logan Ehlers, Dennis McLaren, 
Madisyn Rostro 
13th – Sloan Tackett 
16th – Keven & Becky Livengood 
18th – Brent Ehlers, Hali Giese Mayer 
 
 
 

 
**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added? Please call the 
office or send an email to office@shen.church  

  

  

mailto:office@shen.church
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Shenandoah First United 

Methodist Church 

200 Church St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 

 
Phone 712-246-2081 

 
Church E-mail 

office@shen.church 
 

Same address – a new look at 
https://shen.church 

 

 

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/ 

 

 

 

United Methodist Church, 

Shenandoah, IA 

https://www.facebook.com/meth

odist.church.shenandoah 

 

Services are now on our YouTube 
channel only.   
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams 

 

 

 

 
*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford 

 
Call to Worship 

Leader: We come to worship the God who scatters seeds of love 
everywhere. 
People: God plants grace in every heart, even when our hearts are 
hard, shallow, worried, or tired. 
L: We come to Jesus, who shows us the Kingdom of God. 
P: In God’s Kingdom, all are loved. All are welcomed. All are invited to 
grow. 
L: Today, we open our hearts to God’s word. 
P: We place our lives in God’s hands. May God soften us, deepen us 
and make us ready to bear fruit. 
L: Come! Let us worship the one who sows us in fields of love. 
 

“Love Scattered Everywhere” 
 

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 13:1-9 
Songs  

Here I Am to Worship #3177 
Open The Eyes of My Heart #3008 

One Bread, One Body #620 
People Need the Lord #2244 

 
Last Week’s Attendance  

In-Person Worship – 74 

Online Worship – 20 

 
Our Vision: 

“Growing as disciples of Jesus while connecting with others and 
serving our community.” 

 

Answers for July 5th are b) keep silence b) Light b) Job 
Quiz hints – Q1) Zechariah Q2) 1 Samuel Q3) Leviticus 

 

 

https://shen.church/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
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July 2026 
Hamburger, Tuna, and Chicken Helpers, Spices and Condiments, 
Sweet Potatoes (canned), Pasta (any kind), Spaghetti Noodles, 
Pineapple, Cinnamon Applesauce, Cookie and Muffin Mixes, 
Cereal, Macaroni & Cheese, Toilet Paper, Bar Soap. 
 

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on foot. They are then forced to 
walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several pounds of food. Southwest Iowa Transit, for a very reasonable 
fee of $5.00, will take individuals home with their food items. If you are interested in helping pay for these 
fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you would like to give) in a plain envelope and add it to your donated 
food items. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Community Food Pantry.  We exist totally on donations; 
we couldn’t assist those in need without your help! 

If you or anyone who would be interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, please contact Jeannine K. 
Liljedahl at 712-215-2488. 

 

 
 
 
As our Chancel and Bell Choirs prepare for a well-deserved 
summer intermission, the stage is open and waiting for you! 
 
We are looking for talented individuals or groups to fill our 
sanctuary with "Special Music" during the summer months. 
Whether you are a soloist, part of an ensemble, or play an 
instrument, this is your moment to share your gift with our 
community. 
 
If you’re ready to share your talent or have a 
recommendation, please contact the office. We are 
currently developing our summer schedule and would love to 
include you in our lineup. 
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Joseph- continued from page 2. 

What initially looked like personal tragedy for Joseph was actually an integral part of God’s covenant plan for 
his people. God empowered Joseph to endure hardship, giving him success in the midst of his troubles. 
Through God’s care and guidance, Joseph’s dedication to God and his personal integrity was rewarded by his 
superiors, moving forward the story of the people of God.  

Joseph’s Godly Character in a Secular Culture 

Living in Egypt, Joseph remained faithful to God in an environment that was likely openly hostile to the 
Israelites’ religious devotion. He remained faithful to the convictions he learned under the instruction of his 
father Jacob, who exemplified faithfulness and dedication to the God of heaven. For example, when tempted 
to sexual sin by the wife of his employer, he declared: “How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin 
against God?” (Genesis 39:9). 

The account of the attempted seduction of Joseph shows him in a positive light. The details are given in such 
a way as to confirm Joseph’s unquestionable innocence. He does not lead on Potiphar’s wife or allow himself 
to enjoy her company at any level. He is compromised only by a desperate and spiteful act, supported by 
shameless lies that none can contest but the accused.  

Potiphar responds by “burn[ing] with anger” (39:19). Given his wife’s slander of his own motives, the proven 
trustworthiness of Joseph, and his knowledge of his wife’s character or lack of it, Potiphar’s anger arguably 
burns at his wife, not at Joseph. This is further suggested by the fact that Joseph is only put in the king’s 
prison. If Potiphar believed his wife and was truly angry with Joseph, Joseph would probably have been 
executed on the spot, no questions asked. In contrast, the king’s prison was a place for political prisoners and 
would hardly have been expected to accommodate foreign slaves guilty of crimes against their masters. The 
action he takes against Joseph is as minimal as it can be while still retaining his family’s honor. 

Later, when given the unusual (and God-ordained) opportunity to speak with the Pharaoh and interpret his 
dreams, Joseph stayed humble and refused to take the credit: “I cannot do it… but God will give Pharaoh the 
answer he desires” (Genesis 41:16). 

When Joseph is finally brought before Pharaoh, he is careful to deny that he is a trained expert in dream 
interpretation. Whatever success he has, he insists, comes from God. He assures Pharaoh that God will give 
him the “answer he desires” (v. 16). 

As Joseph presents the interpretation, he also treats the dream as a message from God (41:25). He does not 
specifically identify the God Yahweh as the deity who has sent the message. He uses generic terminology, 
and Pharaoh is left to draw his own conclusion about which deity is responsible. Certainly, any deity who 
could inflict such a severe famine on Egypt must be a powerful one. The gods connected to the Nile and its 
annual flooding were considered to be powerful gods who would have to be restrained in some way (or 
angered by some offense) for the annual flooding to fail for seven years. 

No cause is offered for the coming famine. It would appear odd for a dream to carry prospects of both 
tremendous prosperity and devastating tragedy. What could possibly be motivating any deity to offer such 
mutually exclusive determinations? Joseph is clearly no complainer conspiring to speak ill of the throne, nor is 

https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/one-thing-we-know-in-uncertain-times/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-will-heaven-be-like/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2041%3A16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2041%3A25&version=NIV
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-does-yahweh-mean-in-the-bible/
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he a flatterer trying to get on Pharaoh’s good side by offering joyous news of divine favor. It is not surprising, 
then, that Pharaoh decides that Joseph is both credible and trustworthy. 

Again Joseph’s personal integrity and deep trust in God’s plan for his journey stands out. Joseph’s life is 
exemplary in that it shows Christians today how they can live with integrity, influence, and faithfulness—even 
in the midst of secular workplaces and cultures. God can and still does work in the lives of his followers to 
accomplish his purposes. 

What Christians Today Can Learn from Joseph 

Joseph’s story is deeply relevant for modern believers, especially Christians navigating uncertain seasons. 
From his actions and his responses we can be inspired to similarly trust in the God who knows us and 
promises to lead us. As Proverbs 3:5–6 says,  

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, 
and he will make your paths straight. 

Here are a few key takeaways: 

1. Trust God’s plan when life doesn’t make sense: Joseph’s suffering had purpose—even when he couldn’t 
see it. 
2. Stay faithful in hidden seasons: God was shaping Joseph in slavery and prison long before his promotion. 
3. Let God, rather than your pain, define your story: Joseph chose forgiveness over bitterness. 
4. Believe God is working behind the scenes. As the New Testament affirms: “And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those who love him” (Romans 8:28). 

Summary: Following Joseph’s Example 

Joseph didn’t just endure hardship—he trusted God with his entire life story. Because of that, his faithfulness 
impacted generations and fulfilled God’s promises. His testimony is a reminder that even when circumstances 
feel confusing or painful, God is still writing the story. 

The same truth applies today: As did Joseph, we can trust the Author of our story—even when we don’t yet 
understand the plot. Let’s take one last look at the NIV Application Bible to summarize this short review: 

God can use even the messiest family dysfunction and wrong motives to accomplish his will. God’s 
providence moves through all human actions. Even something as horrible as selling a brother into slavery led 
to the saving of many lives. Surely there were long periods of darkness and despair for Joseph, but in the end 
God’s plan was good, and Joseph recognized that when he looked back at his past hardships. When we find 
ourselves in times of uncertainty, Joseph’s story reminds us that God is always in control. 

Adapted from the study material from the NIV Application Bible based on the NIV Application Commentary series. NIV Weekly 
Blog. All Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN  37214, USA, July 6, 2026. 

https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/higher-road-leadership/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/shining-bright-gods-plan-in-dark-times/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-the-bible-says-about-forgivenesson-forgiveness/
https://www.amazon.com/Application-Hardcover-Multi-Cream-Letter-Comfort/dp/0310465095?maas=maas_adg_51BB8B80B7E0905C75D21D3E3D4DD17B_afap_abs&ref_=aa_maas&tag=maas?&utm_source=zbibles&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nivblog03162026
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To help us all connect names with faces, please remember to 
wear your name tag each Sunday. This is also the perfect 
time to get back into the habit as we prepare to welcome our 
new pastor, Pastor Oliver Fabros. Wearing your tag will be a 
huge help to our new pastor as they work to learn everyone’s 
name. 

You can find your tag hanging by the three wooden doors or 
just inside the chapel door. 

If you don't have one or need a replacement, please contact 
the office. 

 
 

 

  
Boaz– Important Lessons for Men from the Life of Boaz 

1. Boaz is generous – He does not try to hoard his crops or make sure that 
he makes the most possible profit out of his field. Although he doesn’t 
know Ruth personally, he is happy to share what he has with her. From 
Boaz, we can learn an important principle about what God expects out of a 
Christian businessman. 

God wants Christian business owners to use the resources He has given 
them in a wise and generous manner. While most secular businesses 
operate with the sole goal of squeezing every possible cent out of the 
business, we should not run a business this way. Consideration for others 
(employees or customers) should trump dollars and cents. 

Application: Whether you run a business or are working for someone else, know that God has placed 
resources into your hands. Those should be used generously for building up God’s kingdom. 

2. Boaz is considerate – Boaz treats Ruth in a loving way, caring for interests and needs. From this passage 
we can already see how he acts in love for her. That love is not romantic or sensual. It is simply putting her 
needs first and treating her in an kind, unselfish manner. 

Note that Boaz not only does the minimum required by the law but commands his workers to purposefully 
leave extra grain for her to pick (15-16). He is considerate because he does this without telling Ruth. 

If he told her, how might she feel? 
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Boaz considers her feelings by making sure her needs are met but not drawing attention to the fact that he 
was doing it. If he told her she would likely feel uncomfortable and embarrassed. She might protest. Or she 
might in turn make a big deal out of thanking Boaz and showing him appreciation. He did not do it for 
appreciation. He did not do it to impress her. He acted solely for her well-being. 

Application: It is not always necessary to tell people what you did or will do for them. Jesus exhorted His 
disciples to give in such a way that the right hand does not know what the left hand is doing. In other words, 
give anonymously. Serve anonymously. This often goes against our nature to seek out praise from people. So 
next time you wash the dishes or fold the laundry, it is not necessary to toot your own horn and tell your 
spouse all about it. 

3. Boaz’s communication shows us what is in his heart. – Boaz talks a lot about the Lord. Back in verse 4 he 
greets his workers with “The Lord be with you.” And in verse twelve he takes initiative to give Ruth a blessing 
and talk about Lord. His speech is filled with references to the God. Jesus said that “out of the abundance of 
the heart, the mouth speaks.” What a person enjoys talking about reveals the secret meditations of the heart. 
Boaz thought a lot about the Lord and looked at everything through a spiritual lens. Do your words reveal that 
you are focused on the things of God or something else? 

4. Boaz is a gracious communicator – His words are seasoned with salt, giving grace to those who hear. Take 
note specifically of verses eleven twelve. Boaz was likely a businessman. As a farm owner, he had a lot to 
handle. He had many workers under him. By the account in Ruth, he appears to be rich, which normally goes 
hand in hand with busy. But he doesn’t cut his conversation with Ruth short by politely ending it. He instead 
extends a lovely blessing. Boaz is a very good encourager. While Ruth may have felt lonely, destitute, and 
discouraged, Boaz says many positive words in order to build her up. He first comments positively on her 
character before ending with the blessing. However, Ruth may have felt before the conversation with Boaz it 
is almost sure that she felt better afterward. 

Application: We too should have the goal to always let people feel better (more encouraged) after we talk to 
them than before. 

From Ruth Chapter 3 

A. Boaz still continues to invoke the name of the Lord (even in the middle of the night). – Matthew 12:34 says, 
“Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.” If you want to know if a person curses or not perhaps 
one way is to startle them in the middle of the night. Boaz was startled in the middle of the night, but he didn’t 
curse. Instead, the first words out of his mouth once he knows this is Ruth are, “The Lord bless you.” As we 
saw in chapter two when he greeted his workers with a blessing from the Lord, Boaz words are seasoned with 
salt and give grace to those who hear. It is not a pretense. He didn’t have time here to plan out what he was 
going to say. It was natural and demonstrated who he was. 

Application: When you are startled, shocked, or in pain, how do you respond? Do you also have a habit of 
talking about the Lord and blessing others with your words? 
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B. Boaz loved Ruth.  – We can infer this from verse 10. He interprets her willingness to marry him as 
“kindness.” While the closer relative may have considered Ruth a bother, a nuisance, or perhaps even worse, 
a leech, Boaz responds to her joyfully. Instead of looking down on her as a poor foreigner who would be a 
drain on his finances, Boaz loved her. Now we can begin to see that the heaps of kindness he poured on her 
throughout the whole harvest season was perhaps not only motivated out of kindness to the poor (although 
we can see that Boaz is this kind of man), but was perhaps enhanced because of his love for her. 

In verse 10 we can catch a glimpse of what Boaz may have been concerned about and what could have been 
holding him back. He says, “You have not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor.” Boaz is clearly 
older than Ruth. Perhaps it is this age gap which made him hesitate before. While he loves Ruth and would 
enjoy nothing more than to make her his wife, he still had doubts that a man of his age would be desirable to 
Ruth. 

From this we can also see that Boaz is selfless. True love puts others needs and desires first. And Boaz 
wanted above everything else for Ruth to be happy. 

Look for a woman like Ruth (a woman who obeys God). 

It is her character which attracts him. – In the entire four chapters, Ruth’s physical appearance is not 
mentioned one single time. Why? Was she beautiful? Was she ugly? It is not mentioned because it does not 
matter. Ruth had lived a hard life. Most field workers show the wear on their faces and their hands are hard 
and calloused. Much of the content in these four chapters introduces us to Boaz’s and Ruth’s character while 
there are zero mentions of their physical appearance. Thus we can conclusively say that spiritual character is 
of the utmost importance and appearance is way way down the list. 

God wants your spiritual character to shine. The world says to young people, “show what you’ve got.” The 
idea is to get the attention of the opposite sex by showing off, normally by wearing immodest and revealing 
clothes. 

But God’s way is not this way. See 1 Peter 3:3-5. Revealing your physical bodies will certainly get attention, 
but the wrong kind of attention. Ladies, the guys you attract by wearing revealing clothing are the wrong kind 
of guys. They are not marriage material. When you wear immodest clothes you will actually repel godly guys 
that are looking for godly character. They will see those clothes and rightly conclude that your heart is not in 
the right place. Instead let your chaste and godly conduct shine forth to glorify God and in the process it can 
attract attention from Mr. Right rather than Mr. Wrong. 

What is the one quality you should look for in Mr. or Mrs. Right? From this passage we can see that it is not 
physical. The quality you should look for is an obedient heart. Joseph obeyed God by going through with the 
marriage to Mary even at potentially great cost to his own career and reputation. Mary obeyed God by 
accepting His plan for her and saying “let it be done to me as you have said,” also at potentially great cost to 
her future. If you could only write one quality on your list, it should be “a person who obeys God no matter the 
cost.” 
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Ruth 3:1-6 

What do you learn from this story? 

• Having a mentor is very important. 

• A mentor can potentially help two people get together who may not always act on their own. 

• Communication should be clear. 

• Neither side should seek to manipulate. 

• Rumors and gossip should be avoided. 

Principles of Courtship 

Lesson #1 – Be proactive. 

In verse 18 of chapter 3, Naomi told Ruth that Boaz would not rest until he settled it today. She knew what 
kind of a person Boaz was. And we see that her observations about Boaz were true. In verse 1, Boaz went up 
to the gate. The city gate is where important transactions would take place. And Boaz immediately started the 
ball rolling. First, he notified his relative whom he wanted to talk to. Next, he got a group of the elders 
together. 

Notice that throughout the passage Boaz is taking initiative. He knows what needs to be done and he does it 
without wasting time. Boaz is a man of action. When there are important things to be done, he doesn’t 
procrastinate and wait around until the last possible moment. 

Some more wishy-washy men might drag their heels. They might want to wait a little while first. Some may 
want to wait to enjoy their last days of freedom as a bachelor. Some may want to wait in case a better offer 
comes up. After all, Ruth was a Moabite; this opportunity could have made Boaz reconsider the nice Jewish 
girls. But Boaz knew that Ruth and Naomi were waiting for his decision. Every minute of waiting would be 
agonizing for them, not knowing what the future would hold. To prolong this time of uncertainty for them, 
would be cruel and selfish. 

Application: Throughout the passage we see that Boaz is an honorable man. And I emphasize “man!” Men, 
you need to learn from Boaz here. Be men of action. Be proactive. When it is clear that a course of action is 
from God, then do it and don’t waste time. 

Also, don’t be wishy washy toward girls. Are you interested in a girl? Is the girl a believer? Have you prayed 
about it and received wise counsel? Are you ready for marriage? Then go forward! Take the next step! Be 
men of action! And if you are not ready for marriage, then stop playing around and pretending. Stop wasting 
the girl’s time! 
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Lesson #2 – Be open and transparent (sin hates the dark) 

Besides being proactive, we also see that Boaz is open and transparent. He is not going to a dark room in a 
bar to make this deal. He is not doing anything underhanded or under the table. His actions are open and 
public for all to see because he has nothing to hide. 

He conducts this business at the city gate. Anybody could observe the proceedings and say something 
relevant if necessary. Thus, it was much like the modern question we sometimes ask at weddings, “If anyone 
knows any reason why these two should not be joined, let him speak now or forever hold his peace.” Nobody 
could later accuse Boaz of dealing less than honorably. 

Cross-Reference – 1 John 1:5-7 – This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

He also invites ten of the city elders to join him. He was very willing for there to be witnesses to this 
conversation. But these were not only witnesses. As the city leaders, they were spiritual authorities. They had 
the authority to step in and correct Boaz if he got out of line. So Boaz was humble enough that he was willing 
to submit himself to the wise counsel of his elders. He realized this was a very important decision and he 
wanted to make sure it was done properly and in agreement with Scriptural principles. 

Application: Singles, your relationship should be open and transparent, completely in the light. God has 
established the principle asking counsel as a safeguard to us against our own pride and subjectivity. 

Proverbs 11:14 – For lack of guidance a nation falls, but with many counselors there is victory. 

Here we learn that you should conduct your courtship among God’s people. Don’t get away from the church 
when dating so that you can feel free with fewer eyes watching you. Instead get together “in the church.” And 
I don’t mean only in the church building on Sundays. The church is God’s people wherever they are. Spend 
time with each other together with other believers. Be open with each other and open with the believers 
around you. Be humble enough to ask for help and listen to counsel. If you do, you will have a much healthier 
relationship and since it is on a strong foundation, it will last. 

Lesson #3 – Practice clear and respectful communication 

We also see that Boaz was clear and respectful in his communication. In verse 1, he called to his “friend” to 
turn aside. After this he clearly lays out the case. He does this in a factual and concise way and without any 
bias. He does not beat around the bush. He does not first waste time talking about the harvest or the weather 
or the World Cup. He has a task. He has a mission. He wants to finish it. He is not embarrassed or shy. 
Instead he is bold and confident. He can communicate in this way because he has nothing to hide. 

Ephesians 4:25 says, “Let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor.” 

Colossians 4:6 says, “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how 
you ought to answer each person.” 
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Men, if you want to start a relationship with a girl, be clear. Don’t say something vague like “So you want to go 
with me?” Or even, “will you be my girlfriend?” What in the world does that mean? What is the purpose of this 
relationship? How long will this last? A long time ago, fathers used to ask guys interested in their daughters, 
“What is your intention toward my daughter?” 

Guys, do you even know what your intention is? If your intention is to have a good time, girls what are you 
gonna say “get lost!” You should be able to write down or express in clear words what your intention is an 
what the expectations are. Eleven years ago, I asked Christy to court me. Then I said something like, “I 
believe that courtship is a time when two people intentionally get to know each other for the purpose of 
considering marriage.” 

Clear communication will help your relationship get started off on the right foot. This will build a solid 
foundation for your marriage. But clear communication is something you will need to work at throughout your 
life in every area, but especially with your spouse. 

Here are just a few simple tips: 

A. Talk – This one is really complicated, “talk.” It’s very simple. But very important. You need to have quality 
time talking to each other. Talk about everything together. 

B. Do not make assumptions. Do not guess what is in the other person’s mind. Ask more questions. You can 
ask a question such as “I understand that you are saying such and such, is that what you are saying?” 
Through this way you can eliminate misunderstandings. 

C. Practice fair fighting. Probably you never fight together. You only discuss things loudly. But if you do fight, 
then try to keep it limited to the facts. Discuss the facts of the case clearly without reverting to attacks against 
the other person like “you always” or “you never.” 

Character Trait #4 – Be selfless (look out for the lady, not for yourself) 

Now we come to Boaz’s most significant character trait. If you were to read through chapter four looking for a 
key word, you would probably notice that a form of the word redeem is mentioned twelve times. And the 
concept of redemption is mentioned several more times. 

God instituted what is often called Levirate marriage as a way to protect and take care of widows and also 
keep alive the deceased’s name and inheritance. In the text, we see that a brother is the first one responsible 
in this. By the time of Ruth, the Jews had expanded that to members of the extended family. As we see in this 
passage, this was optional. A man could decide he didn’t want to to do this. Then what? In Ruth we saw that 
then they went to the next in line. 

Boaz was the second in line. He was not the only person able to do this by law, but he was the only one 
willing to do it. When the first said, “I cannot redeem it,” then Boaz happily agreed to. This passage is the 
culmination of a beautiful story of redemption. Boaz is what we often call a type of Christ. He is a figure in the 
Old Testament which clearly portrays some aspect of Christ and His relationship to us. The aspect that Boaz 
portrays is Christ as our redeemer. 
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He took the initiative to redeem Ruth. He paid the cost. It was public. It was irreversible. It was an act of 
grace. Though Boaz took the initiative, Ruth had to respond and she did, accepting it.  

Throughout the book of Ruth, we see Boaz as a gentleman, kind and considerate. He puts Ruth needs before 
his own. He is humble. Yet he is bold and not afraid to act with purpose.  

Most importantly, Boaz point us to Christ. The husband is to love his wife just as Jesus loves the church. Let 
men resolve themselves to learn from Boaz to be like Jesus. 

Adapted from Study and Obey, Jason Dexter 182 Queen Victoria Ave Saint Johns, FL 32259, July 5, 2026. 
 

 

 

 


