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Weekly Booster

How to Grow in Grace

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

—2 Peter 3:18

It is a law of nature that where there is no growth, there is no life.
That principle applies as much to our spiritual lives as it does to
plants and children. The way we grow in our spiritual formation is to
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ” (2 Peter 3:18) But what does that mean? If grace is entirely
God’s gift to us, how can we take the initiative to “grow in grace™?

As the nineteenth-century theologian Archibald Alexander explains,
“Just so far as any soul increases in spiritual knowledge, in the
same degree it grows in grace.” To grow in grace requires that we
be diligent in the acquisition of spiritual knowledge, both experiential
and intellectual, that allows us to grow in wisdom—knowledge of our
spiritual state, knowledge of God’s Word and knowledge of Christ.

In his essay “Growth in Grace,” Alexander offers several
suggestions for how to grow in grace:

Continued on page 2
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“Success usually comes to
those who are too busy to be
looking for it.”

Henry David Thoreau

“Success does not consist in
never making mistakes but in
never maaking the same one a
second time.”

George Bernard Shaw

Reminders

July 5t
Sunday Service 9:00 a.m.

No PK-6 S.S. & Jr/Sr High

July 8t
Praise Team - 4:00 p.m.

No Bell or Chancel Choirs until fall
Office open until 11:00 a.m.

July 9t
T.0.P.S.

Communion Sunday - July 19th
Worship Assistant is
needed each Sunday,

sign up at the Welcome Center

Meals-On-Wheels Deliveries
Sign up at the Welcome Counter

Fellowship Volunteers and treats
needed, sign up in Fellowship Hall

Sixth Sllnday
AftegPentecost, 5=

| Julyj5§2026

Grace- continued from page 1.
1. Recognize that it will take sustained effort

“As growth in grace is gradual, and the progress from day to day
imperceptible, we should aim to do something in this work every
day. We should die daily unto sin and live unto righteousness.”

2. Do the work, but rely on the Holy Spirit

Our progress in spiritual formation requires that we “do the work” by
diligently practicing spiritual disciplines. But even as we add our
human efforts toward sanctification, we should realize that any
progress is the work of the Holy Spirit. A good rule of thumb is to
“‘use the means as vigorously as if you were to be saved by your
own efforts, and yet trust as entirely to the grace of God as if you
made use of no means whatsoever.”

3. Study Scripture for spiritual benefit rather than for curiosity
and controversy

“Avoid curious and abstruse speculations respecting things
unrevealed and do not indulge a spirit of controversy.” 2 Our efforts
in studying Scripture should lead us to become more like Jesus, not
toward becoming better theological debaters or curators of obscure
speculation.”

Practical Takeaway

To grow in grace requires that we be diligent in acquiring spiritual
knowledge—Dboth experiential and intellectual—that leads us to
become more obedient to Christ.

'Archibald Alexander, “Growth in Grace,” accessed August 16, 2014,
http://www.the- highway.com/growth_Alexander.html.

2|bid.

Adapted from the NIV Spiritual Habits Bible. NIV Weekly Blog. All
Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214, USA, June
22, 2026.
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Church Office Hours
** Children & Jr.-Sr. High Monday Please continue to call in
\/ol{AVH‘@GY‘S N 66d6d Sunday School - 9:00-11:00 advance if you need to
PK-6 & Jr/Sr High 12:00-3:00 enter the church to make
resumes in the fall Tuesday sure someone is in the
9:00-11:00 office. If you reach the
Wednesday 12:00-3:00 answering machine,
Praise Team - 4:00 p.m. Wednesday please leave your name,
Bell Choir - again in fall Office Closed number, and a brief
Chancel Choir - in the fall  Bible Study 11:00 message, and your call
Thursday will be returned. Calls
¥ The front door to the church 9:00-11:00 after 2:00 p.m. may be
}})ﬁ%f will be locked during office 12:00-3:00 returned on the next
Avilitant hours. Please ring the Friday business day.
doorbell to be let into the 9:00-11:00
church. 12:00-3:00

LAST PERSON LEAVING

PLEASE TURN QUT LiGHTS
AND LOCK DOORS

First United Methodist Church

Please wear your
name tag on
Sunday mornings

Church Ad Board Members

Bob Lynn - Chair

Mary Peterson - Secretary
Darlene Howard — At-Large
Roger Jones - Trustee

Dave Christensen - SPRC
Dan Weiss —
Finance/Stewardship

Dave Lashier - Treasurer
Craig Harris - Lay Member to
Annual Conference

Connie Anderson - Memorials
Linda Haldane - Membership
Oliver Fabros - Pastor

What should all the According to 1John 1, who is  Who said, “My Redeemer lives

earth do when the Lord ~ God? and at the last day he will
is in His holy temple stand upon the earth.”?
according to Habakkuk? a) Love
b) Light a) Abraham
a) Roar c) Peace b) Job
b) Keep silence d) A shelter c) Moses
c) Tremble d) Peter
d) Bring an offering Check page 4 for answers from

the previous week.

-

5th — Gary & Deb Milstead

6t — Eric Whipple, Dan & Gloria Mauer
7th — Buck Mueller, Ed & Donna Robison
9t — Dennis & Cheri Christiansen

10t — Grayson Howard, Tim Mathis

11th — Becky Livengood

**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added? Please call the
office or send an email to office@shen.church
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Shenandoah First United
Methodist Church

200 Church St.
Shenandoah, 1A 51601

Phone 712-246-2081

Church E-mail
office@shen.church

Same address - a new look at
https://shen.church

"y one church
software

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/

United Methodist Church,
Shenandoah, 1A

https://www.facebook.com/meth
odist.church.shenandoah

You [T

Services are now on our YouTube
channel only.
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams

*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford

Call to Worship

Leader: O God, it brings you happiness

People: That the secrets of the kingdom of God are revealed to
children.

L: No one knows you, O God

P: Except through Christ.

L: God, we sometimes struggle and carry heavy loads

P: We will answer your call to come and learn from Christ. For there
we will find rest.

“Land of the Free”

**special music performance
Scripture Reading: No Scripture Reading This Week

Songs
Great Is Thy Faithfulness #140

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus #2129
Standing on Promises #534
Step by Step #3004

Last Week’s Attendance
In-Person Worship - 67
Online Worship - 31

Our Vision:

“Growing as disciples of Jesus while connecting with others and
serving our community.”

Answers for June 28t are a) Shem, Ham, and Japheth b) Elisha b) Antioch
Quiz hints - Q1) Habakkuk Q2) 1 John Q3) Job


https://shen.church/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
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" ; ﬁ .
sl SHENNDOA f
: f‘j FOOD PANTRY §_
NEEDS FOR 1 2
| LNV e Pincapple, Cinnamon Applesauce, Cookie and Muffin Mixes,
SEELISTEDITEMS ’5 31 Cereal, Macaroni & Cheese, Toilet Paper, Bar Soap.

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on foot. They are then forced to
walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several pounds of food. Southwest lowa Transit, for a very reasonable
fee of $5.00, will take individuals home with their food items. If you are interested in helping pay for these
fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you would like to give) in a plain envelope and add it to your donated
food items.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Community Food Pantry. We exist totally on donations;
we couldn’t assist those in need without your help!

If you or anyone who would be interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, please have them contact
Jeannine K. Liljedahl at 712-215-2488.

As our Chancel and Bell Choirs prepare for a well-deserved
summer intermission, the stage is open and waiting for you!

We are looking for talented individuals or groups to fill our

sanctuary with "Special Music" during the summer months.
Whether you are a soloist, part of an ensemble, or play an

instrument, this is your moment to share your gift with our

community.

If you’re ready to share your talent or have a
recommendation, please contact the office. We are
currently developing our summer schedule and would love to
include you in our lineup.
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Micah- continued from page 2.

4. Sharath: someone who will perform menial tasks to accomplish an overall goal (Exodus 28:35-
43). Leaders must do whatever it takes to serve the mission.

The Question We All Must Answer

The leaders in Micah’s day had answers for everything—except the most important question: Who am |
here to serve? They filled their own storehouses while the people suffered. They built their own
reputations while justice crumbled. And God noticed.

He always does.

The good news for us is that we don’t have to follow their example. The leaders of Israel in Micah'’s time
chose the path of self-interest, and it cost them everything. As Christians, we are called to choose
differently. We have Jesus, who modeled it perfectly. On the night he was betrayed, Jesus wrapped a
towel around his waist, knelt on the floor, and washed the feet of twelve ordinary men. The King of Kings
took the posture of the lowest household servant.

If our Lord could wash His disciples’ feet as a lowly sharath, then how could we frown at becoming
an ebed?

Drawn from content by John C. Maxwell in the NIV Maxwell Leadership Bible.

Adapted from content by John C. Maxwell in the NIV Maxwell Leadership Bible. NIV Weekly Blog. All
Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214, USA, June 22, 2026.

First United Methodist Church .
To help us all connect names with faces, please remember to

wear your name tag each Sunday. This is also the perfect
Y time to get back into the habit as we prepare to welcome our

Olll' new pastor, Pastor Oliver Fabros. Wearing your tag will be a
huge help to our new pastor as they work to learn everyone’s
name.

You can find your tag hanging by the three wooden doors or
H"‘ just inside the chapel door.
all

If you don't have one or need a replacement, please contact
the office.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2028%3A35%E2%80%9343&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2028%3A35%E2%80%9343&version=NIV
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/god-of-justice-verses-found-in-the-bible/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/jesus-teaching-on-servant-leadership/
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“Land of the Free”, a musical celebration of God and
Country

Church Special Music on Sunday, July 5th,

Get ready to wave those flags and show your patriotism to the greatest
country on earth- America. A place where people treasure freedom and
are willing to stand up and fight for it, and a nation thankful to God for
the privilege of being Americans.

Land of the Free is a patriotic musical that weaves narration and familiar
songs into a tribute to faith, freedom, and national heritage. A full choir
of our local community members will present this musical containing
some of your favorite patriotic songs and hymns. Two original songs,
“Land of the Free” and “America, Bless God” are included and will leave
you inspired as part of this half-hour cantata.

In celebration of our Great Nation’s 250t birthday, join with your fellow Americans this year as we let freedom
ring in the Land of the Free. A free performance will be held on July 3 at 8 pm at the dome in Sportsman’s
Park before the fireworks display.

Pastor David Clark

. 2101 6th Ave N
Denison, |A 51442-1202

VIISSEDESIgNS, i U S
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Rahab Character Study - A Life Turned 360
Name: Rahab

Meaning of name: Broad, spacious, vast. The first part “Ra” might come
from the Egyptian god Ra

Ancestry and family life: Joshua 3:12-13. Rahab lived in Jericho. From
these verses it is evident that many of Rahab’s family were alive at this
time including her parents. Yet she appears to have her own house (2:1).
She cared much for her family and made sure that they would also be
spared. As a citizen of Jericho, she grew up in a pagan environment in a
place where everyone worshiped idols and false gods.

When and where she lived: She lived at the time of Joshua when the
Israelites finally entered the Promised Land. This was around 1400 B.C.
Although a citizen of Jericho, she had heard about God’s miracles on behalf
of the Jews. Perhaps she knew this because of her entertaining and hiring herself out to visitors to the city.

Events surrounding birth: No info.

Training and occupation: Rahab is identified as a harlot (prostitute) multiple times. Joshua 2:1, 6:17, 25,
James 2:25, Hebrews 11:31. Many scholars/teachers/pastors have tried to argue that the word for Rahab
could mean “innkeeper.” They argue that she was a business women who ran a simple business perhaps a
lodge and restaurant. Why do they argue this? Do you think Rahab was an innkeeper or a prostitute? Why?

The Hebrew word Zoonah is used, which means harlot. In Greek (in the New Testament), “porne” is used.
These words make it very clear that Rahab was a harlot. We don’t need to try to brush over her sins or her
history. It should not be surprising that she was a prostitute. Even a “holy” nation like Israel often had
prostitutes. A pagan place like Jericho would surely have many. This likely was considered a “necessary evil.”
Rahab would have had a low social status like prostitutes do even today.

Because she had her own house, she could have had a duel business, both running an inn and also hiring
herself out to sleep with visitors. The spies may have wished to find a quiet night’s rest out of the public’s eye
in this “shady” area of town and rented a room at her house.

God is in the business of saving sinners. Her sinful past makes her faith in God and subsequent life
transformation even more amazing.

Place in history: Matthew 1:5. Rahab is one of only four women listed in Jesus’ genealogy. Bathsheba and
Tamar both were similar in that their sinful and impure lives were recorded in the Bible. Ruth was a Moabite. It
is interested that all four of the women listed in Jesus’ genealogy would be looked on negatively because of
their sins or nationality. It is like Matthew is showing us that Jesus was born of sinners and took on our own
sin in order to save us from sin. At the same time it shows us the hope that even the worst sinners can be
restored and used of God. Indeed the Savior of the world was descended directly from Rahab. He can



https://sendy.studyandobey.com/l/Q7wTcGHcLdIZu892F6wAP0Ng/4p763IpMbY5YGfv2Ny8926zFFQ/I0ZbmyLLuKV7lCn1lt0hxw
https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/matthew-studies/matthew-1/
https://studyandobey.com/character-studies/ruth-character-study/
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redeem and transform the worst of sinners as well as turn their lives around and use their lives for His own
glory.

In addition, Rahab was the mother of Boaz by Salmon (Matthew 1:5). Jewish tradition says that Salmon was
one of the two spies. The spies were likely leaders of households, so Salmon would have been a very
respected leader in the community. Rahab’s staunch faith in God and life transformation evidently won his
heart so that like Boaz later on, he willingly looked past her nationality and past life and took her as his own.

Special traits: None
Weaknesses:

1. Prostitute — Rahab is identified in the Bible five times as a prostitute. Here are a few verses on this issue.
Deuteronomy 23:17-18, Proverbs 6:20-7, Galatians 5:19-21, 1 Corinthians 6:18-20. Harlots were social and
moral outcasts in Israel. They were the lowest parts of society. This is someone who routinely on a day to day
basis sold herself for money to gratify others’ sexual lusts. As 1 Corinthians 6 shows, this life is incompatible
with a life following after God. This lifestyle is never necessary either. God will always provide for His
followers if they seek Him first. No believer has to turn to this life or any sin in order to provide for
himself/herself. Unless we think we are better than her, see Matthew 5:27-28. Yes, Rahab was a sinner. But
so are we all. We can't reach God’s standard anymore than she could.

2. Liar - In which verse or verses did Rahab lie (2:4-5)? What do you think about this? Did she have a good
reason? Was her lie acceptable? Are there times when we should lie for a good reason? 1 Timothy 1:10,
Colossians 3:9-10, Proverbs 12:22, Exodus 20:16. Lying is sin with no exceptions. It is not surprising that she
lied considering her environment and lifestyle. She was beginning to show a faith in God, but that didn’t mean
her choices were all immediately right or she would be perfect right away. What could she or should she have
done instead?

3. Did she betray her people? If so, was she wrong or right to do this? Why? Is there anyone else in the Bible
that might be considered a “traitor?”

Strengths:

1. Putting others first — She took a great risk in sheltering the spies and hiding them. Although her lying wasn’t
the right way to handle it, it shows that she was willing to die for her belief that God would give victory to the
Israelites over her own people.

2. Shrewd — This character quality can be either good or bad, depending on how we use it. In Rahab’s case,
she was able to discern that the only hope for her family was with the Jews. She hid the spies in a stack of
flax, where no one would think to look. Then she let them down by a rope out of her window (her house was
on the city wall). This was likely her idea/plan. She knew the best way to avoid the soldiers hunting for them
and make it back safely.

3. Concern for her family (shows a kind and compassionate heart) - Rahab helped the spies and could have
asked for a lot of things in return. She could have asked for money. She could have asked for a new home, or


https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/1-corinthians/1-corinthians-6/
https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/1-corinthians/1-corinthians-6/
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money, horses, and a wagon (so that she could go wherever she wanted.) But her request was that her entire
family could be spared.

4. Faith — This is what she is most famous for. Read her statement of faith. Joshua 2:8-14. Did Rahab have
special information that other Jericho-ites did not have? No, they all heard of what the LORD had done for the
Jews in Egypt. Her knowledge of the Lord was united with faith while the rest of the people in Jericho
hardened their hearts and made up their minds to stubbornly resist until the last.

5. Good mother — She did an admirable job raising Boaz who turned out to be very righteous and considerate.
Important acts and events:

1. Sheltering the spies

2. Her statement of faith

3. Helping the spies leave

4. Saved from destruction

5. Marriage and assimilation into the nation of Israel

How she died: Unknown.

Lessons from her life:

1. Place your bet on the winning team — Rahab correctly believed that the Jews would defeat Jericho because
of God's power. Basically it was good against evil, the one true God against false gods. She believed that the
power of the one true God who had already done miracles would prevail. We must realize that God’s victory
over Satan is assured. Good will prevail. The world may look and bleak at times, but ultimately all of God’s
prophecies will come true and He will finally judge all people who do not obey His Word. We can choose to
follow God or the world. Following God will probably not be the popular choice, but it is the right choice and
those who make the choice to follow Him with their lives will be rewarded.

2. One person'’s faith can have a huge impact on others’ lives. Rahab’s faith effectively saved her entire family
from destruction. Their new life with the Jews gave them a chance to know about God and for their lives to be
transformed as Rahab’s was. When whole families are saved, it normally starts with one person believing.
His/her belief can influence the whole family. When we are saved our thoughts should immediately turn to our
family’s salvation just like Rahab’s did.

3. God is in the business of saving even the worst sinners — To most people Rahab was a nothing. But to
God, her soul was valuable. He loved her from creation even in the middle of all of her sin. He chose to save
her, Rahab, from before the beginning of the world. When Jesus came, He spent a lot of time and effort on
these types of people, so much so that the Pharisees often criticized Him for it. Mark 2:13-17. What are
applications we can make from this? There are several applications:


https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/joshua/joshua-2/
https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/mark-studies/mark2-1-20/

Page 11 July 5, 2026

a) Thank God that He saved you in the midst of your sin. Thought our exact sins may be different from
Rahab’s we are equally guilty. All of us have given in to the lusts of the flesh and eyes and the boastful pride
of life. God loves us and redeems us anyway. Righteous people don’t need saving.

b) God can save any of your relatives or friends no matter how bleak it looks. Maybe you write a list of
unsaved friends who you want to pray for. When you get to one person you think, “There is no need to write
down their name. They will never change.” Don’t give up on them. God can save anyone no matter what they
have done or how disinterested they seem to be.

c) No matter what bad habits you have now, there is always hope (1 Corinthians 10:13). If Rahab could
change, you can change. It requires faith in a big God (Joshua 2:11). He is the God of heaven, meaning He
has all power. And He is God on the earth, meaning He sees everything we do. He sees what we do and He
cares about us as individuals and He wants to see our lives transformed.

Adapted from Study and Obey, Jason Dexter 182 Queen Victoria Ave Saint Johns, FL 32259, June 28, 2026.
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' CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Week of July 6th-10th
Monday: Closed

Tuesday: 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
& 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday: Closed

Thursday: 9:00-11:00 a.m.
& 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Friday: 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
& 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

e SO K 3 X
INDEPENDENCE EVENTS

SHENANIOAH

Remembering Our Fallen Exhibit
Veterans Memorial Museum
603 West Lowell
Wednesdoy June 24™ - 12pm to 7pm
Thursday, June 25" through Saturday, June 27" 9am to 7pm
Sunday, June 28" 9am to 6pm

3

¢ X

\

Remembering Our Fallen Opening Ceremony
Wednesday, June 24" - 6pm

L%

.

Maker’s Market - New Beginnings Church Parking Lot
705 6™ Avenue
Friday, July 3 - 3pm to Zpm

Flag Retirement Ceremony - American Legion Post 88
Sportsman’s Park
Friday, July 3™ - 5pm

Coin Dive - Wilson Aquatic Center
606 Sportsman’s Park Drive
Friday, July 3™ - 7pm

Land of the Free Patriotic Musical
The Dome at Sportsman’s Park
8:00pm

Fireworks at Dusk

kK X
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God Bless American

The song “God Bless America” was written by Irving Berlin in 1918
but was not released until 1938 when the famous radio star Kate
Smith asked Berlin for a special patriotic song to perform on her
Armistice Day broadcast. The song is simple, just a few lines of a
prayer for the Lord to bless and guide our nation.

God bless America, land that | love. Stand beside her and guide her Through the night with the light from
above. From the mountains to the prairies, To the oceans white with foam, God bless America, my home
sweet home.

What must America do to assure God’s blessing? According to the Scriptures, here is what God desires from
our nation:

* God desires that our nation turns from its evil ways. (Jeremiah 18:8)

* God accepts our nation if we fear Him, working righteousness. (Acts 10:35)

» God desires that our nation worship and glorify Him. (Psalm 86:9)

* God wants us to make new disciples in our nation. (Matthew 28:19)

» God wants our nation to recognize His authority. (Romans 13:1)

* God wants our nation to sing for joy because He will govern us. (Psalm 67:4)
* God wants all Americans who believe in Jesus to be as one. (John 17:2—21)

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people He has chosen as His own inheritance. (Psalm
33:12)

Adapted from Jay Launius, Maud Church of Christ, Maud, TX. Bulletin Digest, All Rights Reserved, P.O. Box
831, Judsonia AK 72081. May 25,
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Come celebrate Independence Day
with us at The Waterfalls in Farragut
i for a fun-filled day for the whole family!

'\ 2:00 PM
). WATERSIDE

;"

\.. FRIENDS, FAMILY, /
AND LAWN CHAIRS, /48
/ FORANIGHTTO !

) CORN HOLE * ¢

ALL DAY “[ ¥ ARESURGENT OF THE

dvaituis 7t Day | UNION COUNTY BAND

% ADULT BEVERAGES —= %% ONE NIGHT ONLY! ** —
; STARRING
RICK HILLIARD « DAN SULLIVAN

./) PAUL BURTON ﬂ
* And Friends *

AFTER FIREWORKS

Lance

e o JULY 4TH

Y- The Waterfalls - Farragut, lowa

Everyone Welcome!




