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What About You? Who Do You Say I Am? 

Jesus’ Critical Question Transforms the Perspective and Behavior 
of Believers 

“But what about you?” [Jesus] asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 
—Matthew 16:15-16 

Jesus once famously asked a question of his disciples that has 
resonated among those who have heard of his mission and ministry 
over the centuries: “What about you? Who do you say I am?” 

This is a question that has eternal significance, of course. Those who 
answer it for themselves as Peter did understand that they are 
entrusting their eternal soul to a living and loving Savior. In this post, we 
will explore the other implications of this question for the Christian’s 
everyday life. 

The question, “Who do you say I am?” is a practical question for the 
decisions we make on a daily basis. Different from the classic “What 
would Jesus do?” idea, which is much more an internal decision-making 
consideration, this question, carefully considered by the sincere 
believer, is much more outward-facing. We who follow Jesus as Lord 
have an opportunity to answer this question differently every single day, 
showing to a watching world how the Spirit has transformed us from the 
inside out. 

 Continued on page 2 
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“The road to success is always 

under construction.”  

Lily Tomlin 

“Patience, persistence, and 

perspiration make an 

unbeatable combination for 

success.” Napoleon Hill 

Reminders 
 

June 21st   
Sunday Service 9:00 a.m. 
No PK-6 S.S. & Jr/Sr High 
Celebration/Farewell for  

Pastor David after morning service  
                         

June 24th                                              
Praise Team – 4:00 p.m. 

No Bell or Chancel Choirs until fall 
Office open until 11:00 a.m. 

 
June 25th                                                                
T.O.P.S.  

 
June 26th 

Church Office Closed 
 

Worship is needed each Sunday, 
sign up at the Welcome Center 

counter 
 

Meals-On-Wheels Deliveries 
Sign up at the Welcome Counter 

 
Fellowship Volunteers and treats 
needed, sign up in Fellowship Hall 

 

 

What About You- continued from page 1. 

The Context of the Question 

Matthew’s Gospel sets the scene for us. In chapter 16 Matthew details 
a demand from the Pharisees that Jesus present them with a sign—
some sort of an indication that he is who he says he is, or some 
demonstration of his authority. They want to see a trick, a miracle, 
some continuation of the signs he has been performing in the sight of 
hundreds of people. They want Jesus to justify himself, on demand. 

Jesus refuses. He knows that these Pharisees have hearts that are not 
open to hearing a true word about who he is and what his mission is in 
the world. Seeing this, Jesus’ response is quick and brief: “ ‘A wicked 
and adulterous generation looks for a sign, but none will be given it 
except the sign of Jonah.’ Jesus then left them and went away” 
(Matthew 16:4). 

This is a “mic drop” moment for Jesus. He’s said all he needs to say, 
and he quickly leaves the scene. 

Later, when he and the disciples are in a boat out on the water, Jesus 
ruminates about this encounter with the Pharisees and warns his 
disciples against the corrupting “yeast” of such individuals. Their 
intentions are contrary to the goals of Jesus’ ministry and mission, and 
he cautions his closest followers to be aware of their pervasive 
influence. 

What About You? 

The next story in this chapter brings us to this time-and-eternity 
spanning question—one that has direct impacts on our attitudes and 
actions every single day. 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some 
say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I 
am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for 
this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father 
in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was 
the Messiah. 
—Matthew 16:13-20                               Continued on page 6 

https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/who-wrote-the-gospels-and-why-did-they-write-them/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2016&version=NIV
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/parables-of-jesus-as-told-in-gospels/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/help-with-praying-to-god-from-jeremiah-33/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/who-is-this-jesus-the-messiah/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-will-heaven-be-like/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-is-the-kingdom-of-god/
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Volunteers Needed 

- . 

 

 

 

Church Ad Board Members 

Bob Lynn - Chair 
Mary Peterson - Secretary 
Darlene Howard – At-Large 
Roger Jones - Trustee 
Dave Christensen - SPRC 
Dan Weiss – 
Finance/Stewardship 
Dave Lashier - Treasurer 
Craig Harris - Lay Member to 
Annual Conference 
Connie Anderson - Memorials 

Linda Haldane - Membership 
David Clark - Pastor 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
** Children & Jr.-Sr. High 
Sunday School –  
PK-6 & Jr/Sr High  
resumes in the fall 
 
Wednesday 
Praise Team – 4:00 p.m. 
Bell Choir – again in fall 
Chancel Choir – in the fall 
 
The front door to the church 
will be locked during office 
hours. Please ring the 
doorbell to be let into the 
church. 

Monday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 
Tuesday 

9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Wednesday 
Office Closed 

Bible Study 11:00 
Thursday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Friday 
9:00-11:00 
12:00-3:00 

Please continue to call in 
advance if you need to 
enter the church to make 
sure someone is in the 
office. If you reach the 
answering machine, 
please leave your name, 
number, and a brief 
message, and your call 
will be returned. Calls 
after 2:00 p.m. may be 
returned on the next 
business day. 
 
 

 

 
 

What did King 
Artaxerxes called 
himself in his letter to 
Ezra?  
 
a) Great king 
b) King of kings 
c) Noble king 
d) Governor 

Who said, “Oh that my words 
were written! Oh that they 
were inscribed in a book!”? 
 
a) Job 
b) Jeremiah 
c) Isaiah 
d) Hoshea 
 
Check page 4 for answers from  
the previous week.     

Where did Cain settle when 
God exiled him? 
 
a) Egypt 
b) Land of Nod 
c) Nineveh 
d) Shechem 
 

 

 
21st -Macee Blank, Haley Christiansen, 
Deb Finlay, Evan Kelso 
22nd – Dennis Grummert, Kent Hiser 
23rd – Kathy Harrison, Edi Norris, Sean 
Skillern 
24th – Bev Adamson, Patty Quimby 
25th – Vicki Skinner, Mike & Mary Peterson 

26th – Margaret Brady, Dennis & Vicki Grummert 
27th – Hillary Manrose, Jon & Liz Skillern 
**See a wrong birthday or anniversary, or need one added? Please call the office or send an email to 
office@shen.church  

  

mailto:office@shen.church
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Shenandoah First United 

Methodist Church 

200 Church St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 

 
Phone 712-246-2081 

 
Church E-mail 

office@shen.church 
 

Same address – a new look at 
https://shen.church 

 

 

https://shenchurch.onechurchsoft
ware.com/ 

 

 

 

United Methodist Church, 

Shenandoah, IA 

https://www.facebook.com/meth

odist.church.shenandoah 

 

Services are now on our YouTube 
channel only.   
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.churc
h8192/streams 

 
*Prelude/Postlude/Accompanist: Terry Stafford 

 
Call to Worship 

Leader: O God, listen closely and answer. 
People: We are poor in spirit and in need. 
L: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
P: Give us happiness and joy, as we offer our lives to you. 
L: Whenever we are in trouble, we can cry out to you, O God. 
P: You are a wonder-worker You are God. 
 

“Finding Your Life“ 
 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 10:24-39 

 
Songs  

All Creatures of Our God and King #62 
Holy Spirit #2074 

Be Still, My Soul #534 
Step by Step #3004 

 
Last Week’s Attendance  

In-Person Worship – 52 

Online Worship – 17 

 
 

Our Vision: 

“Growing as disciples of Jesus while connecting with others and 
serving our community.” 

 

Answers for June 14th are c) Phinehas a) Barnabas a) d) Jeremiah 
Quiz hints – Q1) Ezra Q2) Job Q3) Genesis 

 

 

https://shen.church/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@shen.church8192/streams
https://shenchurch.onechurchsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.church.shenandoah
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Pasta (including spaghetti noodles), Spaghetti Sauce, Sugar Free 
Chocolate and Vanilla Pudding Mixes, Cinnamon Applesauce, 
Pineapple, Mandarin Oranges, Hamburger, Tuna, and Chicken 
Helpers, Pizza Sauce, Pizza Crust, Graham and Animal Crackers, 
Spices (especially salt and pepper, Adult Toothbrushes, Bar Soap, 
Body Wash 

There are times when people who use the Food Pantry come to the pantry on foot. They are then forced to 
walk home carrying, pushing, or pulling several pounds of food. Southwest Iowa Transit, for a very reasonable 
fee of $5.00, will take individuals home with their food items. If you are interested in helping pay for these 
fees, simply seal your cash (whatever you would like to give) in a plain envelope and add it to your donated 
food items. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Community Food Pantry.  We exist totally on donations; 
we couldn’t assist those in need without your help! 

If you or anyone who would be interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, please have them contact 
Jeannine K. Liljedahl at 712-215-2488. 

 

 
 
 
As our Chancel and Bell Choirs prepare for a well-deserved 
summer intermission, the stage is open and waiting for you! 
 
We are looking for talented individuals or groups to fill our 
sanctuary with "Special Music" during the summer months. 
Whether you are a soloist, part of an ensemble, or play an 
instrument, this is your moment to share your gift with our 
community. 
 
If you’re ready to share your talent or have a 
recommendation, please contact the office. We are 
currently developing our summer schedule and would love to 
include you in our lineup. 
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What About You- continued from page 2. 

A Question for the Ages 

Jesus’ question is spoken and recorded in the New Testament books of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. This 
question has resonated over the ages; it can be answered in so many different ways by so many different 
individuals who hear it. As we study God’s Word, we find the same multiplicity of answers among the stories 
and characters in the Bible. 

This is a question the answer to which changes as quickly as our daily experiences change. We get up in the 
morning not knowing what a day will bring. We move through our workdays and into family time taking in all of 
the inputs we need to manage our day. But do we ever stop to think about Jesus’ question and how it impacts 
our daily thoughts and practices? 

When we interact with others at work, when we sit with strangers on public transportation, when we interact 
with a nurse at a doctor visit, how do we answer this question: 

“But what about you?” [Jesus] asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

What does our disposition, our mood, our speech, our actions, and our attitude say to others about who Jesus 
is and how he impacts our daily lives? 

Of course, the overarching concern is that we and others answer this question in a way similar to the one 
Peter gave. It’s a life- and eternity- changing statement that Peter makes when he says, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Open and shut—this is Peter’s testimony; one that he spoke to so many 
during his ministry and one that he ultimately gave his life for. Peter answered that question consistently as 
his ministry moved forward. 

In the same way, every single day we as believers have the opportunity to testify to the impact of the Spirit in 
our lives. Others can see this in the way we present ourselves. Those who know of our commitment to Jesus 
should be able to see his influence in our daily lives. Peter himself testified to this when he wrote: “But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15). 

And in this statement lies our opportunity. This is how we bridge into the lives of others: Everyone loves a 
good story. And we can use our own personal stories and experiences as individuals whose lives have been 
forever changed by the gift of salvation in Jesus to lead others more closely to Jesus. 

Who Do You Say Jesus Is Today? 

What in your experience today communicates something of the hope that you have inside of your heart? If 
you’ve accepted Jesus into your heart and life and choose every day to follow him as he has asked, then you 
have an opportunity to present a new testimony every single day. Let’s look at a few examples. 

• Who do you say Jesus is to the boss who overloads you with work on a Friday afternoon? Here we 
can answer this question by saying, “Jesus, you are my Protector. Empower me to be kind and 

https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/products/no-more-boring-bible-study/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/key-terms-salvation-in-bible/
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respectful, but also to help my boss understand what priorities I’m called to this afternoon and 
evening.” 

• When a child comes to you in the midst of your busy day, do you stop to listen to him or her and give 
wisdom that comes from your heart so that they can learn what they can expect of you in such 
situations? What does your attitude say to them about Jesus in such moments? In this scenario, we 
can answer this key question and demonstrate to the hurting child through our words and actions, 
“Jesus is your and my Comforter. He is the One who sees us. He knows every situation fully, and he 
will help us through it in a way that will demonstrate his wisdom.” 

• When you’re driving down the road and get hit by someone who made a mistake and pulled out into 
the road without seeing your vehicle, how do you react? What does your initial response to this 
situation say about the hope you have inside of you? When he or she comes to you in tears after the 
vehicles are loaded up on to the flatbed haulers, do you curse him or her for being irresponsible, or do 
you show the love of God to them in the face of this accident? Here you can communicate to the other 
party that “Jesus is love, and his love rules in my heart. We can be thankful that he has protected us in 
this situation, and we can trust that he will manage the details of this situation moving forward.” 

Jesus’ question “Who do you say I am?” Can resonate powerfully in our hearts and minds when faced with 
such situations on a daily basis. As his representatives on earth, we are called to testify to the hope and love 
that we have inside of us. 

Or consider the testimony of one of the Bible’s most notorious characters, the ruler of Babylon, King 
Nebuchadnezzar. Humbled because of his pride, Daniel 6 records that God’s transformative plan for this 
pagan ruler included the following: 

“This is the interpretation, Your Majesty, and this is the decree the Most High has issued against my lord the 
king: You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox and 
be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most 
High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes.” 
—Daniel 6:24-25 

The prophet Daniel’s prediction came to pass, and Nebuchadnezzar was humbled in this way. But the pagan 
king later testified to God’s transforming work in this way: 

At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then 
I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. 

His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation. All the peoples of 
the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the 
earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?” 
 
At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of my 
kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater 
than before. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%206&version=NIV
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/what-daniel-in-the-bible-teaches-about-leadership-character/
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does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 
—Daniel 6:34-37 

The story of this proud individual testifies that, as our circumstances change, our answer to this critical 
question changes as well. 

Every new day gives us opportunities to deepen our experience with him through his Holy Spirit. Every day 
we can show the impacts of that relationship to a watching world. 

So today, how will you answer that question? “What about you? Who do you say I am?” Think about a 
specific instance in which you have shown the love of the Lord who lives in your heart today to a watching 
world. Then pray that you’ll have many more opportunities to demonstrate the reality of your transformed 
heart to a watching world who needs the light and life that Jesus offers. 

“What about you? Who do you say I am?” 

Adapted from author Mike Vander Klipp, a senior editor with Zondervan Bible Group. NIV Weekly Blog. 
All Rights Reserved 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN  37214, USA, June 15, 2026. 

 

 

 
 
To help us all connect names with faces, please remember to 
wear your name tag each Sunday. This is also the perfect time 
to get back into the habit as we prepare to welcome our new 
pastor, Pastor Oliver Fabros. Wearing your tag will be a huge 
help to our new pastor as they work to learn everyone’s name. 

You can find your tag hanging by the three wooden doors or 
just inside the chapel door. 

If you don't have one or need a replacement, please contact 
the office. 

 

 

https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/understanding-the-holy-spirit-role-in-trinity/
https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/products/organic-prayer/
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A Father’s Toolbox 
 

Back on the farm, I remember that when something broke down, 
my father would get out his toolbox and make the repairs. As a 
child, I was always fascinated by his toolbox and its contents. It 
seemed my father could fix almost anything with the tools inside. 

From the very beginning, God has designated husbands/fathers 
as the leaders of the home (Gen. 3:16). Fathers have a great 
responsibility in making sure the whole family goes the right 

direction in the name of the Lord. The Christian father needs to have his spiritual toolbox at the ready to make 
sure this is the case. Some of the tools that should be in it are: 

✓ Adjustable wrench - Fathers must be able to adapt to any situation that arises, so that they can continue 
to lead properly. 

✓ Carpenter’s pencil - Fathers must be able to draw the boundaries for the family and keep them so that all 
can clearly see them. 

✓ Level - Fathers must be fair and keep a level head in all circumstances. 
✓ Pliers - Fathers must be able to hold everything together even when everybody else may be losing their 

grip. 
✓ Hammer - Fathers must be effective in driving home important truths. 
✓ Utility knife - Fathers must be able to cleanly separate and remove undesirable things and influences, so 

that they do not harm the family. 
✓ Screwdriver - Fathers must be willing to keep turning the right direction to help keep the family secure. 
✓ Tape measure - Fathers must be measuring and monitoring the family’s use of time, resources, and 

priorities. 
✓ Duct tape - Fathers must be ready to apply a quick fix to problems so that they don’t get out of hand, 

holding them in check until a permanent solution is found. 
✓ Extension cord - Fathers must plug into the proper power source and distribute it to every family 

member. 
 
Fathers are important, and they must use the proper tools and take the time to build and mend the family into 
a strong structure for the Lord. 

“And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of 
the Lord.” (Eph. 6:4) 

Adapted from author Edd Sterchi, Campbellsville, KY. Bulletin Digest, June 1, 2018. All Rights Reserved, PO Box 831, Judsonia, Arkansas, 72081, 
United States. 
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June 21, 2026 – Deuteronomy 6:5 – “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength.” 
 

Health and Healing Concerns 
Sally & Buck Mueller, Patty Quimby, Linda Haldane 

 
** Names will be kept on the prayer list for 3 weeks, or until someone notifies the church that a name 
needs to remain on the prayer list. 

 
Families Dealing with Loss 

The Family of Brian Stanbrough (6-13-26) 
 

Accura Health Care Center  
1203 S Elm, Shenandoah, Iowa 51601                                      

Cathy Shull 

 

Homestead of Shenandoah 

601 Harrison, Shenandoah, Iowa 51601 

Chuck Oxenford #202, Jane Foster #203 

 

Azria Health – 600 Manor Dr.  

416 Fairview Hall, Clarinda, IA 51632 

Ardyce Giese 

Eiler Senior Living  

 920 W Garfield St, Clarinda, IA 51632 

Della Staples Apt 153 

 

2425 Corn Dr, Papillion, NE 68046-4208 

Edi Norris 

 

 

 



  Shenandoah United Methodist Church Ministers 1870 – Present   

 

Samuel Farlow 1870-71 

G.C. Waynick 1871-72 

Jesse Evans 1872-73 

Fred Harris 1873-75 

W.S. Hooker 1875-76 

J.M. Conrad 1876-77 

W.J. Beck 1877-78 

L.H. Woodworth 1878-80 

W.D. Bennett 1880-81 

J.C. Eckles 1881-83 

A.P. Hull 1883-85 

W.O. Allen 1885-86 

L.B. Wichersham 1886-91 

A.E. Griffith 1891-94 

G.W. Roderick 1894-96 

M.C. Waddell 1896-98 

F.L. Hayward 1898-99 

Wm. Stevenson 1899-1902 

Wm. M. Dudley 1902-05 

C.J. English 1905-07 

B.F. Chrissman 1907-12 

F.W. Simpson 1912-17 

A.S. Woodard 1917-23 

L.P. Goodwin 1923-29 

F.N. Willis 1929-30 

L.E Watson 1930-34 

E.A. Bentzinger 1934-38 

 

W.J. Todd 1938-38 

J. Richard Sneed 1938-42 

Alvin T. Maberry 1945-51 

Harlow T. Doliber (Asst.) 1949-51 

J. Roland Crandall 1951-60 

Gerald M. Rosenberger 1960-66 

Lester C. Hall 1966-69 

Donald Bissinger 1969-73 

Robert K. Wilcox (Assoc.) 1969-73 

Raymond Lott 1973-78 

Donald R. Arthur 1978-84 

Don Mitchem (Assoc.) 1978-82 

Marilyn Winch (Assoc.) 1982-84 

Daniel J. Herndon 1984-87 

James S. Dale 1984-88 

Beverly Butler (Assoc.) 1987-88 

Bob D. Davis 1988-93 

Roger C. Madden 1993-2003 

James Gubser 2003-08 

Clark L. Finehout 2008-11 

Alan Moore (Lay) 2010-11 

Ed Powers 2011-14 

Humberto Gonzalez 2014-18 

Luke Fillmore 2018-2021 

Kelly W. Peavey 2021-2022 

David B. Clark 2022-2026 

Rey Oliver Fabros 2026- 

 
 
 
 



Across

	 1	 Candle sight (5)

	 4	 Product of 
farming (6)

	 8	 Lois for example (11)

	13	 Serpent for 
example (7)

	14	 Nephilim, Rephaim 
etc. (6)

	16	 Land of milk and 
honey (6)

	17	 Considers (7)

	20	 Sect in 
Revelation (11)

	21	 Shrub (6)

	22	 Talks to God (5)

Down

	 2	 Ancient harp (4)

	 3	 Herb (4)

	 5	 One of the 
Herods (7)

	 6	 Malchus lost his (3)

	 7	 Hebrew 
measures (5)

	 9	 Miracle worker (6)

	10	 Water holes (5)

	11	 Greek gathering 
place (5)

	12	 Old prophet (6)

	15	 Commotion (7)

	16	 A promised son and 
heir (5)

	18	 Heavenly body (4)

	19	 It’s a sin (4)

	20	 Negative (3)
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